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Prepared for the Preſſe ſome weeks before Chriftmas, 
' bur newly printed and publiſhed, 


I | Tſaiah $. I2, 


Say ye mot a Confederacy to all them to whom thu people ſhall ſeq 48 Cons 
federacy : neither feare ye their feare, wor be afraid, 
Prov. 24+ 21, 22. 
My ſonne, feare thow the Loxo, ard the King, and medale not with | 
them that are given to change. 
gat calamity ſhall ariſe ſuddenly, and who knoweth the ruine of 
them both, 


— 


Hoſea 10. #4. 
They have ſpektn words, (wearing falſly, in makjng 4 Covenant : thee 
juagemen! [prin inge10 up. up as bemlock, in the furrowes of the field, 
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VSRIÞPSE ETX-T.3-2 Ne ee re? ITIS-0-06 
THE 
ANTICONFEDERACY, 


OR, 
A diſcovery of the iniquity and hypocriſie 


of the late Solemne LeaQue 
and Covnnanr, 


— Hu know ( faith the Apoſtle, 2 Tia. 3-1.) thet is rhe 
Bl left dayes perilous times foal come; and this doe we of 
this Nation know in theſe our /aff deyes to our unex- 
SILDY preſſible griefe and inſapportable miſery. Never were, 
WIN and we hope never ſhall be, Og aun» re 
Pl capes, then theſe, into which we are now fallen : fo 
If much we all feele, and cry our of, even thoſe pernicious 
| perilous ones themſelves, that have made the times 
ſo. And how come thele times to be ſuch, or who are they that have (o 
contrived them ? The Apoſtle foretold as both in his next words. For wen 
ſhalt be lover: of their owne ſelves, covetons, booſters, proud, blaſphemerz, dif= 
obedient to parents, nuthankful, unbely, without natural affefion, tyuce« 
breakers, falſe-accuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of theſe that are good, 
ftrayrors heady bigh- winded,lover: of pleaſures more then lovers Ro 
s forme of codiineſſs but denying the power thereof, 1.2, 3,4,5+ Such wretche 
men cannot bue canſe ſuch mitcrable times. And if the Apoſtle had lived 
from thar timerill this, he could never have ſecn times ſo filled with fuch 
men, and conſequently his owne propheſie ſo throughly falfilled, as at this 
preſent. Such indeed is the reſemblance betwixt the wew of theſe tives, (for 
they love to heare rthem(clves fo ſtiled) and thoſe men that the Apoſtle 
forewarnes of;that ſhould any of the moſt Saint-teachers at their Aſargeres 
m-etings, chance to come ſo neere reprovers of the times crying ſinnes, ag 
but co chooſe theſe 5 Verſes for their IntroduRioan to their Sermons = 
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being conſtantly all the nſec they make of their Texts) I verily believe, 
thongh it were Saint Stephen the prore-trayror in this rebellion,or S. Philsp 
bu fellow emiſſary, (tor the Devill hath his Diſciples as well as Chrift) 
though it were their admired Ferewseh, or their adored Obediah (for the 
Devill hath his Prophets too) inſtead of having two voted to thanke them 
for their paines, they would themſelves be voted malignants or ill-affcRed 
for their very Text. Yet this muſt be acknowledpged, and this preſent dif- 
covery, of iniquity conſtraines us thereunto, The wickedneſe of the men 
of theſetimes, duth fa farre.cxcecd aff the wickednefſe, which the Apoſtle 
here mentionerh, that the! laſt and higheſt degree, viz; having 4 forme of 
odlinefſe, but denying the power thireof, can (carce be applicd rothetn ; they 
| Kr proceeded in ailungoglineſie with that high hand and open profe1- 
lion, declaring their ſinne as Sodome, and hiding 4 not, Iſaiah 3.9. that we 
can no longer allow them to have ſo much of godlincfle'as the outward 
forme thercof. Howlſoever, piety muſt ſtill be pretended, or cle the mil- 
Chicfe intended would ſoon want both aRors and fautors. The Princes that 
wre like wolverravening the prey to ſhed blond && deſtroy ſonler,to get diſhonef 
Caine, and the Prophets that dawhe them with untempered morter, ſeeing va. 
wity nnd divining lyes unto them, mult both pretend a Thus ſaith the Loyd 
Ged,for all ; or cl{e che people of the land would never n/4 oppreſſion and exe 
erel{e robbery tor them at their inſtigation, Exeb, a2, v. 27, 28, 29, They 
that aimcat the bus{ding wp Zion with bloud, and Fernſalem with iniquity ; 
though che heads,or principall complotters amongſt then, Judge for reward, 
and the Prieſts teach for hire, and the Prophets divine for money : that is, 
hall the chicfe contrivers and cncouragers to miſchicfe have their 
ewne baſe, bloudy, by-ends, at which they aime, yet they wuſt azake ſhew 
Oh leaning wpon the Lord, and ay, that the Lord 14 among ſt them, Micah 3, _ 
verſ.10. 11, of cifſe the people would never ſuffer themſelves to be fo a« 
buſed and devourcd by them. And therefore lec not us in theſe times thicke 
& {trange to {ce traytors and rebels both againſt God and his Vicegerent, 
whether thcy be the head or the rave, ( for the ancient and bonourable he us 
the head, and the Prophet that teacheth ties he 4 the tale, Iſarabg. vis) in 
all their treaſons and rebellion, to pretend Gods honour, the -advancement. 
of true Religion, the Liberty of the SubzeR, &c. when they intend nothing 
lefle,: for theſe /caders of rhe people could never cauſe the people ſo toerre, 
25 to be led on thus to their owne ruine and deſtruRtion,did they not ſtill, as. 
as they riſc in their iniquity, rayſe tpme ſpecious fiction of difſembled pie» 
ty to blind the poore peopleseyes Withall. Let this laſt ſolemne League or | 
Covenant pretended for the Reformation and defence of Religion, the honour 
and happineſſe of the King, and the peace and ſafety of rhe three Kingdomes of 
; . England, 
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England, Scotland, and Ireland, be the inſtance for all that hath beene 
ſpoken ; and match ic he thar can, cither for iniquity, or bypocriſie. 


Not to trifle away time, when the pit is already digged, the ſnare layd, 
and the ner (pread for mens ſoules : He gives the beft warning in fach a 
caſe, that gives the plaineſt and the ſoonelt. 

He, that will fuftcr himſelfe to be truly and throughly informed of the 
iniquity and hypocriſie of this League or Covenant, muſt have the patience 
ro admit of an inquiry into theſe 5 particulars, 

1. The Contrivers and chicte promoters of this League. 

2. The pretended grounds and reaſons allcdged by thoſe Contrivers for 
their entering intoit, Foal 

3+ The true ſcope or aime of it, . 

4. The forme or manner, whercin 'tis repreſented to us, 

5. The ſubject matter, whereof it conlilts. | 

Theſe ſeverall particulars being well examined, it may be hoped that the 
my ſtery of iniquity wrapt up in this impious hypocriticall League or Cove- 
nant, whereunto weare required to {ct to no lefſc then our {oules as ſcales, 
will be ſo farre revcaled, that not only the long deceived people of chis 
Kingdome, may at laſt perceive whicher the deceiveableneſſe of wnrighteome 
weſſe in them that periſh 18 like to bring them ; butalſo thoſe ſonnes of per» 
dit:on, that bave plorred all this miſchicte, may be aſhamed and confounded 
togerher : which 1s the earneſt prayer of him who in the ſtrength of prayer, 
and not in any ſtrength of his owne undertooke this diſcovery, and ſo gocs 
on ; beginning firſt with the Contrivers and promoters of this League, 

The preface or proeme of this League would have us to believe, that no 
lefl: then Noblemen, Barons, Knights,Gentlewen, ('uizens, Eurgeſſes, Mini- 
fter of the Goſpe!l,and Commons of all ſorts in the kingdomes of England,Scot- 
land, and Ireland, had a hand inthe cemplorting and contriving of it ; for 
of all theſe it faith, We ec. heave reſolved and determined to emter into 4 own» 
tual and ſolemne League aud Covenant. And then tollowes this League and 
Covenant as the reſalir of their re{olutton and determination, 

Here is iniquity well coloured over at the firſt daſh, W hat ſhould ſuch 
poore imple men as we, (may thoufsnds conclude) what ſhould we make 
a''y (cruple of entering inro this League, when Noblemen, Barons, Knights, 
Gentlemen, Citizens, Burgeſſes, and Miniſters of the Goſpell, as well as Com- 
wors of all ſorts in all three kingdomes have lo reſolved and determined, it 
not already (ud{cribed and ſworneto it ? And what may they of the remote 
parts ot the carth, and of after ages conceive ; in caſe any parts ſhould be ſo 
remote,or any ages continuc ſo long, as not to have intelligence of che _ 
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- of this conſpiracy ? Snrely, the kingdomes of England, Scotland, and Tres 
land, were very happy kingdomes for unity, peace, and concord ; when the 
Noblemen, Barons, Knights, Gentlemen, Citizens, Burgeſſes, Miniſters of 
the Gofpell, and Commons of all ſorts, living under one King, and bring of one 
Religion, did ſo unantmoufly conſent and agree together, to enter into & 
wainal Learur and Covenant for the Reformation and defener of their Reli« 
gion, for thc honour and happineſſe of their King , and for the peace and ſafety 
of off three kingdemes. What could any plors, Conſpiracics, attempts or 
practiſes of encmics hurt or indanger thee, being ſo linked and coounited ? 
Certainly they were all the Noblemen, and all the Farens, and all the 
Knights, and all the Gentlemen, &c. of all three kingdemes that entred into 
this League, or, at leaſt, they were the major part of each, and ſo conclu- 
ded all the reſt, for otherwiſe they wonld have ſaid, we Noblemen, Barony, 
K nights, Gentlemen, tt. whoſe name: are underwritten ; or we dhat were 
#ffembled at ſuch a time and place, or the like. 'Tis moſt true, I confefle ; 
Theſe or the like may well be the thoughts of theſe, who will credit words 
withour conſulting farther; and I verily believe that for the gaining of 
ſore ſuch like credit, theſe words among the ret were prefixed to this 
Covenant : but to ſatisfie you inthe truth of theſe words ; let me prevaile 
with you to examine them according to theſe Interrogatories, 

I. I/uwter. Whether any of the Neblemen, Barons, Knights, Gentle- 
en, Oc. of the hingdome of Ireland either conſented to this League, or had 
any knowledge of it, before it was publikely encered into here in Eug/and ? 
I dare anſwer for them, very few or none at all, and yet /relaud; name muſt 
be uſed, leaſt otherwiſe the cloake of hypocriſie ſhould not be large enough 
to cover the Conſpirators of Eng/exdr iniquity. 

2. Imrer. Whether any conſiderable number of Xoblemen, Barons, 
Ks#ights, Gentlemen, &c. of the kingdowe of Scotland, have reſolved upon 
entcring into tbis League ; or whecher ever they chought upon any ſuch 
courſe, till thoſe Traytors to their Country, as well as to their King, the 
late Solicitors for their native Nations ruine, tempted them thereunts ? To 
the honour of thoſe Worthies be it tpoken, we have good affurance, thac 
the major and better part of the Noblemen and Barons of that kingdome 
have, fince this League was reſolvedupon in England, entered into ano- 
ther League amongſt themſelves, they, their friend, and followers, which 
if proſccured ( as we doubt not but wich Gods aſſiſtance it will be moſt 
faithfully) che neck of this League will ſoone be broken; and their necks 
and hcads begin to ake that complorred it. 

3. Imter. What Noblemen, Barons, Knights, Gemtlemen, &c. of this di= 
ſtraQcd kingdome of England have as yet conſented to this __ , For 
Noblemes 
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Noblewen and Barons; (becauſe they are pleaſed fo to diſtinguiſh them) fo 
farre have they been from making a Covenant with death, and an agree- 
ment with hell, making lies their refuge, and hiding themſclves ander 
falſhood, I/ai«b 28, 15, (the true periphraſis of entering into this ſolemne 
League and Covenant) that they have all of them (except onely ſome 20 
or thereabouts ) long fince deſerted and abhorred the very Aﬀemblies , 
wherein ought tending to this confederacy hath been countenanced. And 
of thoſe few who have been bewitched ro thoſe Aﬀemblies, ſome even of 
chem (and remember them in the day of recompence for it) have both re- 
fuſed to enter into this League, and have ſtoutly and freely ſpoken againſt 
it, (though others after paring it a lictle and wrapping it up in their owne 
reſervations have adventured their throats and ſwallowed it ; ) Sothart if 
we take all the No5S/emen and Barons of this kingdome, that have not yer 
ſhewne their diſtaſt of this Covenant, as conſenters to it » and grant all the 
conſenting Lords to be Comtrivers and promoters of it, (which to my 
knowledge they diſclaime) yet We Noblemen and Barons that bave reſolved 
and determined to enter into this League, muſt be reſolved and determined 
robe ſo few, that were their ſubſcriprions ſhewne, together with their re= 
ſervations at their raking it, this glorious Preface would not ſeduce many 
either to ſabſcribe co their judgement, or to imitate their example : And for 
the Knights and Gentlemen of this kingdome, who ſces nor; that next to 
the Noblewen, Barons, and Clergy, this Leagne and Covenant is made prin- 
cipally againſt them z they being, by reaſon of their loyalty to their Sove= 
raignc, and their eminency of worth and cſtate above other wen, the prime 
Malignants and incendiaries (as they terme them) that theſc Confederates 
aime at ? and therefore, unlefſc they have an ambitionto be the laſt Knights 
and Gentlemen of their Families, as ſome have had ro be the firſt ; they will 
not fo betray their Poſterity as ro come nceere ſuch a Confederacy, as will 
undoubtedly render them the objects either of their gracious Soveraigney 
diſpleaſure, or of the rude peoples mercy. For Citszews and Pergeſer 3 
ſhould this knot of Confederates come to be united, (as *tis to be hoped the 
ſword will,if a gentler hand doe not) there will not be found ſo many in 
number throughout this whole kingdome, to avouch this Confederacy, as 
had the valour co confeſſe themſelves Confederates in the late Plot, 
which the laſt Covenant was pretended to be grounded. Perhaps ſome 
decayed, crackt, broken, deſperme ones, that bad formerly lift up their 
hands againſt their Lord the King, and embrued them in their brothers 
bloud , have now, at the tendering of this rebellions League, lifted up 
cheir hands againe, and ſet them to this bloudy Covenant : but rhe extra» 
ordinary baſtning and preſſing the taking ot it in the houſe of G— 
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without allowing any juſt reſpice for debating and Conſulting about it, 
ſcemeth rongly to argue, that the prime Confpirators durſt nor cruſt ma» 
ny with the knewledge of it before hand. Indeed for Ainifters: 1 am a- 
fraid, too many of them both of England and Scotland, have been too ative 
in the contriving and complotting of this League, as well as in the promo- 
ting of it, The canting language wherewith *cis clothed, and rhe prert{ 
hiſtrjonicall tricks wherewith it was at firſt brought on the Rtage'by Pa- 
triarch Henderſon, Father White, aid others, ſpcake no lefſe ; and- that ſed1- 
ious paper, {tiled the eAsſwey of the generall eAſſembly in Scotland, ro the 
Letter of ſome of their Reverend brethren of the Miniſtry in England, &&c. 
together wich that otber paper of the like nature, entituled, A Declaration 
of the Convention of Eſtates of the king dome of Scotland comcernmg the preſent 
Expedition into England, teſtific as much fo farrc as their owne words may 
be taken for evidence ; In the former whereof you have theſe words, Leer 
*s even enter snto « perpetual Covenant for onr ſelnes and poſterity, to enges- 
vonr that all things may be done in the boule of th: Lord according to his 
owne will, &-c. Inthe latter theſe, Theſe three Commiteees ( (peaking of the 
Commitcree of the Convention of Eltates, and the Committee of the Gene- 
rall Aſembly of Scor/and joyned wich the Committee of both Houles of 
Parliament of England, and all three lately convened in Scorlana) after ſome 
meetings for debate and deliberation, did reſolve inend, that according to the 
commendable pratti/e of the two kingdomes in former times of diftreſſe and 
danger, the example of Gods people in other nations ; and the late example of 
the Kirks aud kingdome of Scotland (this laſt is but implyed in the Intro- 
duction to this League ; but the other precedents are expreſſed almoſt in 
the ſame words though moſt falſe, as ſhall be by and by ſhewne ) the bef 
avd moſt eff:Fual! meanes for preſerving Religion and both kingdomes from 
wtter ruine and deſtruition, and for procuring peace and all oth:r bleſſinrs 
more ; That both king domes enter into a ſolemne League or Covenant, to be 
ſworne and ſubſcribed by his HMajeſties ſubjets of all degrees mboth hivg «+ 
domes, who Ive the true Proteſtant Reformed Retigion, hu Majeſties honony 
and ſafety, and their owne happineſſe. And therefore they did with common 
conſent agree upon the firſt lineaments and principall parts of a Covenant, Oc. 
What evidence can be more cleare ? And 'tis asevident that the preſent 
Conventicle(fl:zndcrouſl; called an Aﬀermbly of learned and godly Divines} 
did convene og purpelc to advance thi. confedcracy. The prime Articles of 
this confederacy being to extirparte the preſent Church government by 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops &c.and to icttle fach a Government in the Church, as 
- may have anecrer #greement with the Church of Scorland; and the Lords 
and Commons in thz1r Ordihance for the calling of this Aſſembly expreſly 
| declaring, 
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declaring, that, for the better effeFing of thoſe two things, they rhowght 57. 
fir and neceſſary to call this Aſſembly to conſult and adviſe touching the ſame. 
For Miners then, it cannor be denyed but they arc very deep 1n this con» 
[ ſpiracy, as ceaſtamly ſome of that tribe have been in all conſpiracies ſince 
g K or als + Bar that theſe are Aduniſters of the Goſpel, may not be granted if 
* welovethe honour either of the Goþe#, or of the Afiniffry thereef, The 
+ CGoſpelisa Cofpel of Truth ; but theſe Miniſters are ſuthciently knowne- to 
be reachers of moſt palpable /ies and fables; The Goſpel 1s a Goſpel of 
meekneſſe and ſelfe»denyal, whereas pride and ſelfe- ſeeking, are, next to /#+ 
dition and rebellion, theie Minifters proper notes of diſtinftion and diſcri» 
mination : Ina word, the Goſpel is a Goſpel of peace, whereas theſe Ani» 
fters are very Prieſts of Marr, and the principall incendiaries of all our un«- 
nzturall and bloudy Wars : but it is enough, for the uſe that 1s made of 
them, that they are Afinifters : their calling themſelves Atiniſters of the 
Goſpel, in their owne apprehenſion addes much to the credit of their pre» 
ſent undertaking z bur in the apprehenſion of thoſe, that are of credit, ir 
addes little to the honour of their calling, that ſuch as call themſelves Afi= 
wiſters of the Goſpel ſhould appeare in ſo mgoſpel-like a Confederacy. 
There is one fort of men more, which the Contrivers of this League are 
pleafed to joyne with themſelves in rhis Conſpiracy, and they are Commons 
= of all ſorts; tag andraep, Coblers and Tinkers, eAnabaptift; and Brownſtr, 
i) fir afſociates in ſuch a bufinefſe. And yet it may be doubted, whether they 
havero this prcſcnt gained of all /orts of Commens to joyne with them ; 
there being more ſorrs of Commony, then they (as well acquainted with 
Community as they are knowne to be ) are aware of : mnch leſſe can ir be 
thought that «lf! ſorts0f Commons were received into the firſt refolution and 
* determination of this confederacy ; but ſuppoſe they have by their Preach- 
} ersof all forts, drawne ſome of the (ommons of every ſort into their con 
ſpiracy ; yet they muſt ſuffer us ro admire, how the Commons of all ſorre 
came to be enlightned with ſuch clearnefſe and ſupercminency of know» 
ledge and underſtanding, as to find ſuch crrours and abulcs in the eſtabliſh. 
cd Dodrine, Diſcipline, and Government of our Church, as their learned 
and religious Fathers and Fore-farhers in almoſt a» hundred yeares ſpace, 
could never diſcover ſuch, even {uch, as call upon them both pablickly to 
reforme, and utterly to extirparte the very orders and degrees, the very cal 
lings and profeſiens of thoſe men, that have fo erred and abuſed their pro+ 
fefſions. The Commons of all ſorts incither of the three kingdomes have 
> notuſcd to be men of ſo deepe knowledge and (ound jadgement,of ſs acyte 
* wits and diſcerning ſpirits : but we may ſec, how the making of all things 
common for a while hath wrought upon the Commons of all ſorts ; they 
B ars 
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are the more able to bz Reformers both of Church and State, and dare 
ſweare that they will rcforme and extirpate to, betore rhey know eirher 
what is amiſſc in others, er what they would have themlelves. Bur to go 
on alittle further with the { ontrivers, propounting one or two Interroga- 
tories more, All theſe Noblemen, Barons, Knights, Gentlemen, proftciſc 
that they live wnder one K ing, and are of one reformed Religion, Certainly 
here they forgot themſelves exceedingly. For if they live all under one 
King, Inter. 4. How comes it to paſlc that they pretume to enter into a 
League and Covenai;t for reformation of the Church or State withour the 
leave and conſcat of that one King hit obtained ! Weread in ſacred writ 
of {everall Covenants made by rhe people,and ſome for publicke reforma- 
tion ; but not ane that was ever cntered upon, I may ſay reſolved on, with- 
out the conſ{cint of that King, or ſupreme Magiſtrate, under whom that 
people which made that Covenant lived. And if the NNoblemen, Baross, 
K nights, Gentlemen, (itizens and Burgeſſes, that are now aſſembled in 
Parhamcnt had th;e ſupremacy, (2s fome of late, contrary to their Oaths, 
have venturcd to attirme) then to enter into a League for reformation of 
Religion, and for exrirparion of this or that, which they apprehended to be 


offenſive, though eſtabiiſhed by ſundry lawes, without the Kings conſent, 
might ſceme in ſome caſe ro be ſomewhat plauſible : altheugh, if the King 
were but as one of the three Eſtates, whoſe contents are all neccflarily re» 
quired to the making or altering any Law ; reaſou and Religion both would 
tell us, that it were n:ither faire nor juſt to excladzs bis conſent, much lefle 
toreſolve and derermine any ſnch thing, contrary to his expreffe refolution 
and determination. But then, when theie men profeſſe themſelves to live 
wader one King, and yet to attempt arctermation and alteration both: of 
Chwch and State, nor onely without that oxe Kings conſent, but contrary 
co his judgem:nt, w:ll and command, (I might have added alſo, contrar 
to his Qath take:) at 48 Coronation) "cs bur to cry Haile King of the Jewes 
with their mourh , and to betray and cructhe him with thcir actions, Aud if 
all cheir 17neſte-s A//itants of that iliegitimat+ Aſſembly can buc ſhew any 
one inſtance of any people, (that were nor op:n rebels) that ever did aſlay 
th- like, I ſhall yeild them eo be, what only chemſelves and their flatterers 
boaſt them, the moſt learned Ailcmbly, char this age hath ſeene. Againe, 
they all prociazme themſelves to 5c of one reformed Reirgion, And if fo; 
why doe they afterwards {weare to endeavony the preſervation of the re- 
formed Religion of the ({burch of Scotland, and the reformation of Religion 
ws the kingdomes of England andIrciznd ? If the Noblemen, Barons, Knights, 
Gentlemen, (,#1= ens, Bargeſſer, ana Commons of a! [or;55n all the three King= 
domes, be of one retormgd Religion, what need they enter into ſuch a ſo- 
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lemne League or Covenant to reforme that what is already reformed f 
or why at leaſt ſhould the Religion of England and Ireland be now 
againe more reformed then the Religion of Scorland? are there any in 
England or Ireland of any other ranke, quality, or fort, then are here 
{ſpccined, who are not of this one Reformed religion ? or wherein lies 
the knottinefle of this Riddle ? Beſides, were but the confiding Noblee 
wen and Barony of this one kingdome of England put to it, I verily be» 
lieve they would ſcarce confeſle themſelves to be of the fame Reform- 
cd religion with the great Say and Seale, or if they ſhould, 'tis thoughe 
his greatneſſe would not acknowledge his Religion to be ſo defeRive 
or erroneous as that all three kingdomes had need to ſweare to reforme 
ir. The like may be ſaid of the religion of the moſt contiding K nighes, 
Gentlemen, Citizens, Burgeſſes, Mimſters of the Goſpell, and Common of aft 

forts : nay, would not a ſober religions man. tat obſerves their lives and 

actions chooſe rather to ſweare, that the moſt of them are of no religion 

at all? much lefſe of one Religion, and leaft of all uf the reformed Religion > 
Bur religion, and.the Reformed religion too, mult be pretended, or clfe the 
people of this Nation, amonsſt whom the true Reformed religion hath 
been fo long and ſo happily exerciſed and eſtabliſhed, could never be ſe 
duced to enter into ſuch a horrid contederacy, to the diſhonour of religion, 
and to the ruine of themſelves and rheir poſterity, Neither would the Ana- 
bavtiſts, Brownitts, and other ſe&aries (who are no ſmall party tn this con» 
ſpiracy) joyne therein, were they not made believe, that they and the reſt 
of their fellow-conſpirators are all of one religion fo farre, that in the Re» 
formation farther intended, others are as likeiy to conforme to them, as to 
require them to conforme to others ; at lcaſt, rhey and others having fo 
{ol:mnly profeſſed themſelves to be all of one reformed religion already; 
others will hereafter be aſhamed to upbraid or reproach them for their re* 
ligion, as formerly they have done. If this one reformed Religson, of which 
all cheſs Confederates proteſſe themſelves to be, had beene fo cxpreſſed thar 
ajl m:n might have knewne what reformed Religion they meane, whether 
the ' Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſh:d in ſome of the reformed Churches be- 
yond rhe Seas, or the Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed in the Church of £uge 
land, Scotland, and Trelend, or either of them ; then perhaps the Anabaps 
tiits, Browniſts, and other SeRaries night have ſtartled at the making ſuch 
a profcilion : bur being ſo indefinitely phrafed as to be called onely One re- 


«2 formed Relsgson, that one may be taken for fo large a cne, as neither the one 
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 Anabaptiſts and Browniſts (they attirming themſclves to be of the refor- 


nor the other need to ſcruple 1t : for now by this #nam vagam, others of the 
Confederacy doe as much protcfſc themſelves to be of the Religion of the 
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med Religion, though none canbe more oppoſite to that Religion common- 
ly ſa called) as cither Anabaptiſts or Brownilts do profeſſe themſelves ro be 
of the true Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed in the Church of Eng/and, or in 
any other Church whatſoever, | But no more of the Contrivers of this 
League, and bur a little more of the Promoters. 

The promoters of this League and Covenant, that declare themſelves fo 
to be, are ſome of the Houſe of Commons, and the Conclave of Divine, 
with ſome other Miniſters of their ſtampe. For evidence of the former yon 
have their owne| Orders ; for teſtimony of the latter you have the publike 
concurrence of thoſe Divines and their complices , with thoſe Orders, A- 
mong(t other Orders, we are told by that of Seprermmb. 30. 1643. uſually prin- 
ted with this Covenaat, That divers Lords, Knights, Gentlemen, and di- 
vers Colonels, Officers, and Seuldiers , and otber; now reſiding within the Ci- 
ties of London awd Welkminfter,, and within the Line of Communication , 
were {b forward in promoting this League, that they deſired to meet the next 
Friday after at $. Margarets Church at Weitminſter (the Scribe or the Prin- 
ger deſerves a check for that ſuperſtitious epichute) 2here #9 take thi Solemne 
League or ( ovenant, Sc. alſo, that divers of the Scoriſy Nation were deſi- 
you to meet at the ſame time and place, and divers Miniſters, who bad no 
charge within the ſaid limits, to take the ſaid Covenant. And therefore for 
the Eriafaction of all theirdeſires, Ir was ordered by the Commons sſlem- 
bled , that IHMafter Carrill of Lincolnes Inne [honld be defired to preach that 
Friday to thoſe that ſhould ſo meet, &-c. By which Order you are tacitly re- 
queſted that you would believe this Leagne and Covenant to be ſuch a pi- 
ons, godly, religious thing, that it was no ſooner heard of, but every man of 
| Worth or note longed to take it; and for feare they ſhould not have it in 

time, to ſave their longing, as alſo to prevent miſcarrying of that ſweet ba» 
\ by, wherewith they were then fo great,they made it their ſute tothe Houſe 
of Commons that they would appoint the next diem Feners for their chalt 
meeting at S. THargarets: and leſt any ſhould loath, when they began to 
taſt, what before they ſeemed to lult tor, it was carefully provided, that one, 
who had already ſwallowed it, ſhould mount the conſtant banke where all 
ſuch ſtuffe is vented, and there magnifie the approved excellencie of this rare 
antidote; 2s you have ſometimes ſeen D. P#xHew,or fome other Emperiche, 
And yet toſce the ſudden turning of fome mens (tomacks;when that ſer day 
came,the longing Lords would none of it at that time, nor in many dayes af- 
cer ; and, for ought I can learne, the Knights and Gentlemen were as ſque- 
miſhly afefed. What the Colonels, Officers, and Souldzers did thar defired 
day; or what thoſe divers of rbe Scor:ſo Nation, and thoſe AMimfters who had 
- no charge within the Line of Communication (a rarc invention to know whar 
| ; Runnagadoc 
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Runnagadoe rebell Miniſters were adout the Citie, not yet thruſt into fame 
rrue, fairhfull, painfull, loyall Paſtors Cure) whar I ſay they did, I leave to 
the ſacred Roll in the cuſtody of Colonel Long, and M' John Browne, wilh= 
ing onely that His Majeſtic had but a Copie of that Roll bere at O-xfore,thac 
ſo be might ſee what zealous Covenanters he hath for his Majef1rs boneny 
and happineſſe, and the peace and ſafety of his three Kingdomes ; men ſo 
zealous and ſo ambirious to be knowne fo to be, that, leſt they ſhould not be 
ſufficiently raken notice of , if they had taken this Covenant , according to 
the Order of Sepremb. 25, on the next Sunday after that Moneths Faſt,w 

all the Inbabicants of the Pariſhes within the Bils of Mortality were orde- 
redto take it ; they defired co make a Friday worke of it (which I 
hereafcer they will for that aQ's ſake call their Geod- Friday) and to have an 
Order ;nade to publiſh their deſires to all the Kingdome. Bur in the interim 
what pretty juggling bere was with ſome; for cicher divers Lords, Knights, 
Gentlemen, &c. d1d in earnelt defire to take this Solemne League and Cove- 
nant on that Friday mentioned, and to have an Order from the Commons to 
countenance them in that a& ; and then it may be wondred how they durft 
hazard their great Maſters diſpleaſure fo as to negle& it: or elſe (which is 
now a-dayes accounted a maine picce of holy policie, and conſtantly pradti- 
{ed ) ſome of the Houſe of Commons thought ir would much advantage 
their cauſe to pretend ſuch a deſire, and upon that pretence to procure ſuch 
an Order both to countenance the League it {clfe, and to allure othersthe 
more willingly to take it ; and thereupon they faigned fach a vehement dee 
fire to be in ſuch perſons, and framed that Order upon their owne fiction, 
Conceive which you pleaſe ; before this time the Order is diſperſed where 
they would bave ic, and you {hall ſooner make the well-affeRed to ſcruple 
an Article of their Creed, then an Order of the Houſe of Commons. Bur 
paſſe by that, The Promoters werereſolved, that the Lords ſo many of them 
as had an ambition to be fellow-States with them, ſhould enter into this 
League with them z onely they did not know how for the preſent to Order 
them therein, unlefle they did frame their Order in fome gentle dandli 
termes, importing rather a deſire of the Lords, then their owne wall 
pleaſure : and becauſe it would ſill have beene too palpable a fetch, co have 
faizned the deſire of the Lords alone, they having as yet ſome powerleſt to 
appoint both time & place, and a Preacher too(it they needed any) for their 
o'vne taking it, without defiring leave from the Commons ; therefore they 
joyned with them Kmigbes, Gentlemen, (olonels, Officers, &c. and "tis bat 
fic ſuch ſhould defire,and bumbly petition too, that they might be admitted 
mto fo ſacred a League, e're it were terdered them ; leſt otherwiſe that pre» 
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the bottome of that profound Order, as why divers of the Scott! Nation, 
and divers Minifters that bave uo charge within the Line of Communication, 
ſhould be ſpecified as men deſirous to meet at the ſame time and place with 
the Lords, Knights, Gentlemen, &c. were thoſe of that Northerne Nation 
ſo hotupon it, that they could not abſtaine from entring into this League, 
till they returned into their owne Country,and faw how their owne Lords, 
Kindred, and Friends liked it? an1 were thoſe non-reſident Miniſters ſo in- 
famed with the love of 1t, that they could not forbeare ſubſcribing and 
ſwearing to it, till they came to their owne Charges and Cures ? there are 
divers as honeſt men as either of rhefe, ( without diſparagement be it ſpo= 
ken)that would have been glad of fo faire a plea to have gained forbearance 
till chey had better underſtood what they did ; but 'tis a ſhrewd figne they 
have little defire, either the one ſort to returne to their Cures, or the other 
into their Country ; other mens Livings or ERates within the Lines of Com+ 
munication would better ſute with their deſires ; and they could not be ob« 
tained or held without ſome ſhew of ſtrong affe4ion to the ( ovenanr. 
Howdſoever I cannot but admire their lack (whatſoever I doe their wit or 
their honeſty ) that they ſhould jumpe.ſo juſt in their defires with divers 
Lords, K nights, Gentlemen, Officers, &c. not onely for the thing it ſelfe, 
but for the very circumltances of time and place : Surely his name was Lee 
gion that poſſeſſed them with that deſire ; for one of thoſe ſpirits could ne- 
ver have poſſeſſed ſo*'many of all ſorts at once. And thus having at laſt + 
brought the Contrivers and Promoters of this League home to their old Ma® # 
ſter, | leave them ; yet not withauy praying for a better ſervice for them. 
The ſecond particular to be inquired after, for the diſcovery of this my- | 
ſerie of iniquity, is, The pretended grounds and reaſons alleadged by the Con= 
zrivers of this League for their entring into it, And they are expreſſed in the | 
Introduttion to this League to be theſe five. 1. The glory of God, and the | 
advancement of the Kingdome of our Lord and Saviour Feſms Chriſt. 2. The 
honour and happineſſe of the Kings Majeſtie, and Hu Poſterity. 3, The ine : 
pabligue liberty, ſafety, and peace of the Kingdomes , wherein every ones pri- | 
vate condition u included. 4, The treacherous and blondy plots, conſpiracier, 
attempts and prattiſcs of the enemjes of God againft the true Religion, and Pro 
feſſors thereof in all places, eſpecially in theſe three K ingdomes ever ſince the ve« 
formation of Religion, 5. The wncreaſe and exerciſe of theſe enemies rage, \* 
power,and preſumption,of late and at thi time,whereof the deplorable eſtate of 
the Church and Kingdome of Ireland , the diſtreſſed eſtate of the Church aud 
K ingdome of England, and the dangerous eſtate of the Church and Kingdome 
of Scotland are preſent and publique teflimonies. Here are as ſpecious and 


pious motives, as ever Rebellion and Treaſon did pretend to; ſuch, as they 
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that eſcape the being enſnared thereby, muſt aſcribe their deliverance to no 
leſſe then the Almighty power of bis Spirit, who as he giveth warning of 
ſedacing ſpirits and doftrines of Devils , ſpeaking yes in hypocriſie , having 
their conſciences ſeared with a hot iron : 1,7 im. 4.1, 2. ſo he,and he onely 
giveth grace to avoid them. But fo farre is the wickedneſfle of theſe hypo= 
crites broken forth, that no maske or cloake is able to cover it : as will far- 
ther appeare by a briefe ſurycy of the palpable fallitic of all and every of 
theſe pretended grounds, 

As firſt ; whereas they pretend to have the glory of God, and the advances 
went of the King dome of onr Lord and Saviour Feſua ( briſt before their eyes, 
in their reſolving upon,and entring into this Solemne League. 'Tis knowne 
to as many of this Kingdome as know what *tis to glorifie God , that never 
was God more diſhonoured, or his glorious name more blaſphemed, then! 
by theſe ({onfederates, and their Complices, feditious and lying Teachers. 
What horrid blaſyhemies, loud lyes, loathſome prophaneſſes,deep-wound- 
ing {{aunders, even of the Lords Anointed himſfelte ; bloudy croakings, and 
diabglicall pervertings of holy Scriptures to palliat all theſe ; have beene 
preached, prayed, printed, aud otherwiſe publiſhed by thoſe glorious pre- 
renders, (inc: they have had liberty to vent themſelves? How hath ra» 
pine and robbery, adulrery and all manner of uncleanneſle, bloudſhed and 
marther, Reveliton and Treaſon, Church-dchiling and Church-defacing, not 
onely beene connived at , but countenanced by them ; and yet theie men 
blaſh not to ſay, that they bave the glory of God before therr ejes: certainly, 
if they have any ſuch thing before their eyes, 'tis onely as their Water-men 
ule to have one pl:ce in their eye , and row to another that 1s quite con- 
trary ; for otherwiſe can any that hath his eyes in his head , be perſwaded: 
that men of ſuch blacke d-eds, looke at Gods glory in doing them ? no, nor 
doe themſelves believe, (fo tarre 3s faith can be ſcene Ly workes ) that the 
God of glory lookes upon them or their deeds, but rather hideth his face 
224 will never ſee rhem : P/al.1o. v.1t. Well did one of the Lords Pro» 
phets long ſince prophecie of them and their Prophers in that place before 
rouched. Micha 4.v,10,11. They build up Zion with blows, and Feruſalem 
with intquity : The heads thereof judge for reward, and the Prieſts thereof 
reach for hire, and the Prophets thereof divine for money : yet will they leane 
»pon the Lord, and ſay, Is not the Lord :moxg wm? And though he be not, 
ye: it ſcemes tiey hope he will be, and that in ſome extraordinsry manner, 
could they but accompliſh their defigne 3 and therefore they adde to their 
aiming at Gods glory the advancing of the Kingdome of owr Lord and Savie 
our feſus Chriſt : And what thinke you doe they meane by that ? Why, be 
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(14) 
There was m ancient herefie, condemned many yeares fince in the Church 
FI God, That Chriſt ſhall reigne as a King or Monarch in 4 worldly, viſible, 
earthly glory, cc. for the ſpace of a thouſand yeares, This herefte was jgaine 
revived by the Anabaptilts, when they came to ſhew themſelves 1n their co - 
loars; and they, ſcorning to take up any opmion withour adding to it ſome 
re fancy of their owne, did from thence perſwade and urge men to 
. doe their belt for the ſuppreſimg all power and rule of Kings, Princes, and 
other Magittrates ; that fo a way might be prepared for Chriſt alone, to 
reigne a8 they expefted. And doubriefſe *ris the advancement of this King- 
dame of ony Lord and Saviour Jeſme Chriſt, that thefe preſent Anabaptilticall 
Confederates(forifuch the principall of them are known to be)do here ayme 
ar. The great eſteeme and credir that this opinion is growne into amongſt 
that kind of people within theſe three yeares , above what it ever found 
in this Church fince the reformation ; The many Sermons that have lately 
beene preached,and the feverall TraRates thar have beene new printed and 
tranſcribed in the juſtification thereof , rogether with the expreſſions uſed 
in this very League and Covenant, favouring ſtrongly of that leaven (as that 
amongſt the reſt in the cloſe of the ſecond Article ; 1het the Lord may be one, 
and hu name one, &c, which although they are the words of the Propher 
Zachary, chap. 14. v.9. and in that reſpe& cannot be ſufficiently reverenced, 
yet they have beene, and ſtill are ſo much abuſed by thoſe hereticks, to the 
ſupport of that their herefie , that we cannot but ſuſpe that they are here 
uſed for the like end.) Thus Archer perverts thoſe words in his pernicious 
Pamphlet, ſtiled The perſonal reigne of (hrift upon earth. p.12, And it ma 
well be thought theſe Arch- Confederators ſhot with the ſame bowe., All 
theſe put rogether doe ſpell little leſle, ſo farre as we are able to reade mens 
mindes in their words and ations. And the next alleadged morive for the 
entring into this League, ſcemeth alſo to looke that way : For how can 
any man, that hath but heard the hundreth part of what theſe Confpirators 
have attempted and done againſt the'perſon, honour, and eftate of the King, 
notwithitanding their ſeverall Declarations and Proteltations tro the con- 
trary, fo befoole and gull his owne common fenſe and judgement, as to 
thinke , that cheſe men intend the honour and happineſſe of the Kings Ma» 
jeſtie and his Poſterity ? unlefſe they fancy to themſelves, that by that time 
they have made that alteration in Church and State'which they defire ; the 
Lord Chriſt will come in perſon, nd ſet up his Throne here on earth, and all 
Kings of the earth ſhall bring their glory and hononr nn20 it ; rhat is, (as they 
corrupt that. Texr, Revelar. 21.24.) lay dovine their honours there; and ſo 
all Rulers ſhall ſerve and obey him, ec. (as they alſo turne the ſtreame of that 
and ſuch like Prophecies, Dame! 7. 27. into their owne farious torrent.) 
And 
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And then what greater konour can befall His Majeſtie and His Poſterity, 
; then to refigne up their Crownes and Scepters immediately into Chriſts 
hands ? or rather to caſt them downg at his feet before bis Throve; the ho« 
nour and happineſle of thoſe 24 Elders, Revelar. 4. 10, But if this be their 
meaning, why doe they nort let the Crowne and Sceprer alone to their wea« 
ring and managing, to whom Chrilt hath committed them, till he himſelfe 
require them to yeild them up to him ? How fhall Kings and Princes bri 
in their glory and honour to Chriſt , and caſt downe their Crownes 
Scepters before his Throne, at his comming to reigne perſonally here on 
earth; when, if theſe men had their wils, all their glory and honour 
ſhould be inſtantly laid in the duſt, and their Crownes and Scepters beaten 
ro it? I know there is another way, and that which Irather incline to be» 
lieve, whereby the honour and happineſle of the King and his poſterity may 
be and is already much advanced by theſe Contederates : and that is this. 
The many curſed aſſaults and attempts which they have made againſt His 
Majelties Sacred Perſon , the many execrable lyes and flaunders wherewith 
they have loaded his precious Name , the deteſtable injuries and indignities 
which they have done to his beloved Queene, the ſordid baſenefſe and un» 
worthineſſe that they have exerciſed upon his deare Children, the intolera- 
ble and unheard of incroachments and uſurpations, whereby they have inva« 
ded his Revenues, Crowne, and royall dignity ; the rapines, robberies, mur» 
ders, and all manner of cruelties which they have a lon; time praftiſed upon 
all his faithfull and loyall SubjeRs throughour this Kingdome of England, 
together with that extreame hazard of the loſſe of his Kingdome of /reland, 
and thoſe perilous ſeditioug tumults now againe raiſed in his Kingdome of 
Scotland, wherein their hands are viſibly moſt deepe. Theſe _ all theſe 
trayterous, rebellious, impious, devilith praRtiſes of theirs, have ſo cxerciſed 
and tryed the faith, patience, meekneſle, gentlencſle, witedome, ciemency, 
mercy, and other graces of Gods Spirit in His Majeſtie , and rendred them, 
all ſo eminent and glorious in the eyes of all ſober, judicious Chriſtians, as 
well Forreiners as others , that there is no King in Chriſtendome but may 
juitly envy the deſerved honour and happineſle of the preſent King of Enge 
land, But His Majeſtie hath no more reaſon to thanke theſe Confederates 
for this, then David had to thanke eAbſolon for the like honour, or Feb to 
thanke the Devil far the like happinefſe.. I would not willingly derogate 
the leiſt from the Kings honour, or leſſen that which any intend Him : and 
therefore if you pleaſe we will take their meaning in the utmolt extent, fo 
farre at leaſt as we can reach it. Perhaps they thinke , that to retaine the 
title of King, to weare the Royall Crowne, and to be poſſeſior of other En» 
lignes of Regalitic ; and yet wirhall to be _ from the many perplexing 
Cares 


(16) 
cares, tronbles, and diſtraRtions, that conſtantly attend Kings and Soveraigne 
Princes 1n the ruling, governing, and proteRing their SubzeAs, is both ho- 
nour and happineſle fufhcient for any Prince to enjoy z and this honour and 
Happineſſe, it may be, theſe Confpirators would be content for a while to 
allow the King, if he would yeild ap all His Soveraignty, Power, and Au- 
thority to them, andhis faithfull and loyall SubjeRs ro their mercy , alias 
cruelty, or tyrannie : bur, blefled be the King of Kings for it , our moſt gra- 
cious King is not yet left to their allowance , nor are all we His moſt loyall, 
loving, an1 royally beloved SubjeRs, as yer delivered up to their will and 
pleaſure, though too many of us are. Oh bur will ſome ſay , Whatſoever 
they doe to the King, or to any of His Subjects, they doe it all for the true 
publique liberty, ſafety, and peace of the Kingdomes , wherein every ones 
private condition is included. This indeed is their third ground pretended 
for the taking this Covenant, but as full of hypocriſie and cloſe-couched ini- 
quity, as the reſt. 

I grant that diſtinQion, which ſome have moſt trayteroufly abuſed, ts be 
In it ſelte ſoberly true. The King hath a double capacity, a natrralland a po= 
f:tique, and fo hath every Subject; but, till theſe fedirious rebellions times 
came,as he that had wronged or injured any Subje in his zatrall capacity, 
Had not failed to have ſmarted for it in his pe/srsque capacity ; ſo he that had 
but intended, mnch more ſpoken or aRted any miſchiefe againſt the King in 
His »at#rel capacity, had beene ſure to have beene hanged for it in his pol/s- 
7iqpe capacity, notwithſtanding that plea of intending the publique liberty, 
ſafety, or peace of the Kingdome : for Religion, as well as reaſon and Law, 
eclls as, that che publique liberty, ſafety, and peace of a Kingdome conſiſts 
principally in the honour, ſafety, and welfare of the King. And therefore 
the Apoſtle exhores , that, firſt sf af, or before all things, /upplications, pray- 
ers, interceſſions, and giving of thankes be made for Kings in the firſt place, 
alleadging this as the ground of his exhortation, chat we may [| by thar 
meanes ] lead 4 quiet and peaceable life in all godlinefſe and honeſty : 1.Tim.2. 
VeI,2. Andthe people of //-ae! (o long as they continued loyall, elteemed 
the ſafety of their King above the fafety of ren thouſand of themſelves : 
2. $S«7.18. and accounted the taking away the Lor1s Anginted from them, 
as the taking away their lives or breath of their neſthrils, Lament. 4,20, Let 


\ theſe Confederates then talke what they pleaſe of having before their eyes 


the true publique liberty, ſafety, and peace of the Kingdomes, &c. 1o long as 
we heare with our owne eares thoſe Sheba's, where e're they come, blow- 
ing their Trumpets to make partics 2gainſt the Kiog ; and thoſe Shimes's 
curſing him, we traſt God will never give us over to ſuch ſtrong delufion,as 
to believe them. The /iberty, ſafety, and peace of theſe three Kingdomes 
are 
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are ſo bonnd up, and incluled in the /xberty, ſafety, and peace of the King; 
that, as fad experience may aſlure us, if nothing cl{e will , they flouriſh and 
profper together, they languith and decay together, they live and die _ 
ther. I could willingly part with this third pretence, without raking furt 
in it , preſuming that it ſtinkes ſufficiently already in the noſthriis of every 
onethat hath his ſenſes about him, Onely the termes cf limitation wherein 
it is preſented, tempt me to aske this one queſtion e're I leave it. Why doe 
they reſtraine the /iberty, ſafety, and peace of the Kingaomes,to the :rwe pube 
tiqne liberty, ſafety, and peace thereof; adding further, wherein every ones pri« 
vate condition ts included? Were they attraid, that if they had declared in 
cleare rermes at large, that they aymed at the /5berty, ſafety, and peace of the 
K ingdomes , every ones owne private miſerable condition, wherein they 
have plunged the people of this Kingdome, would have prompted them to 
ſuſpeR the truth of ſach a Declaration , and to aske with boldnefſe, where 
1s that liberty, ſafety, and peace, whereof they ſpeak, to be found ? or when 
can it be hoped tor, to long as theſe menrunne on in their courſes ſo diretly 
contrary thereunto ? An4 therefore, to blinde the people, they beſtow a 
tew more words upon them , confining the /iberty, ſafety, and peace of the 
K ingdomes, which they intend, to ſuch a compaſle, that the people ſhall be 
never the wiſer, if they enquire into it ; nor the better, if they ſhould enjoy 
it. For althongh ordinary men can tell pretty well, as yet, what G56erty, 
ſafety, and peace is, even by the former enjoying thoſe bleſſings, and their 
preſent want of them ; yea, what the publique liberty, and the publique ſafe» 
ty, and the publique peace of theſe Kingdomes, 1s yet I believe tew can tell, 
what theſe men meane by the :rne publique liberty, ſafety, and peace of theſe 
K ingdomes : whether the {5berty, ſafety, and peace of thoſe ſeleR ones that 
have beene publiquely accuſed of High Treaſon ; or the {iberty, ſafety, and 
peace of all thoſe, who tooke the laſt Oath or Covenant, in whatſoever they 
have or ſhall doe in purſuance thereof; or whether they meane by this rrwe 
publique liberty, ſafety and peace,the full licence,leave,and liberty,of openly 
& publiquely praQtiſeing what they have beene theſe many yeares (ecretly 
and cloſely plotting and contriving againſt the eltablithed government of 
this Church and State. We know that they aflume to themiclves the ſole 
power of interpreting and determining what is to be accounted 2rwe , and 
what publique , and what every thing is, or is not, in every kin! ; and 
therefore ſhould they be charged never ſo much (though as much as rbcy 
deſerve) with being enemics to the /iberty, ſafety, an peace of all ch.ce 
Kingdomesg, or of this one: They could ſoone anſwer, 'iis no matter what 
becomes of the liberty, ſafety, and peace of any or all particular men; che 
liberty, ſafety, and peace which they plead for,isnot the tywe publique liver- 
C2 ” 
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"(18) : 
19, ſafety, and peace which theſe Confederates meane 2 and private men 
muſt be contentedevery one of them to looſe their owne liberty, ſafety, and 
peace, in hope of that erwe publique liberty, ſafety, and peace, which they in- 
tend ; every ones private condition being included in that, Such a pretty Pla» 
ronicall Hdea of the true publique liberty, ſafety, and peace of the Kingdomes 
have theſe Conſpirators fancyed, wherein all men muſt believe their owne 
particular liberty, ſafety, and peace to be included, though they finde and 
feele themſelves utterly excluded from the reall partzking of any ſuchthing, 
as either liberty, ſafety, or peace, and from all hopes of ever enjoying ought 
tike it, whilelt they have one penny in their purſes, or one drop of bloud in 
their veines, which theſe Confederates can ſqueeze from them. Now here 
is by pocriſje enough, a man would thinke, already diſcovered, co make the 
Devill a cloake : and yet for feare lelt all this ſhould not cover theſe Con- 
federates iniquity , | 
In the fourth place they labour to amuſe us with the ſuggeſtion of rrea- 
cherow and bloudy Plots, (onfpiracies, Attempts, and Prattiſes of the enemie: 
of God againſt the true Religion and Profeſſors thereof in all places, &-c. As 
alſo In the fifth and laſt place, that the rage, power, ard preſumption of theſe 
enemics are of late and at thu time much increaſed ard exerciſed , whereof the 
deplorable eſtate of theChurch and Kingaome of Ireland, the diſtreſſed eſtate 
of the Church and Kingdome of Engiand , and the dangerous eſtate of the 
{hurch and Kingdome of Scotiand are preſent and publike teſtimonies, The 
onely truths which as yet we have heard from them ; but moſt foully abuſed 
by them to advance their wicked deſigne : fucha (trange enmity there is be- 
2wixt truth and chem, that they (eldome declare any-truth,but tis to pervert 
it, That there have beene many treacberow aud bloydy Plots, Conſpira» 
cies, Fo, of the Enemies of God, againſt the true Religion and Profeſſors there. 
of in alt places, eſpecially in theſe three Kingdomes, ever fince the Reformation 
of Religion, 184 truth ſcaled with the bloud of many glorious Martyrs, That 
the rage, mm and preſumption of the Enemies of God, are of late and at this 
time much increaſed and exerciſed, 18a truth of no leſſe evidence : the inſtan- 
ces alleadged of che preſent eſtates of all three Kingdomes, are ſuch teſtimo- 
nies as cannot be gaine-faid ; and teſtimonies recorded in bloud roo,as well 
as the former ; and it may be diſputed which bloud cryes loudeſt for verge- 
ance. And now that they have had the hap to hit upon a truth or two, I 
could wiſh they had held on in that way one ſtep further , and told us who 
thoſe Enemies of God are : and then they had acalt ingenuouſly with us. For | 
thoſe Enemies of God, who have in former times plotted, conſpired,attemp- 
red, and practiſed againſt the true Rel5710n, and Profeſſors thereof in theſe 
three Kingdomes ; they might happily thinke it ſupertiuous ro name them : 
and 
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and it would arone their Feares and Jealouſics to be a little too prodigious; 
now to make » League or Covenant againſt che Plots, Confſpiracies, At- 
remprs, and pra tiles of enemies, who long ſince periſhed in, or with thoſe 
their wicked devices, although the ſenſe of theſe Confederates words may 
ſceme to import no leſſe. But for theſe Enemies of God, whoſe rage, power, 
and preſumption againſt the true Religion us ſo much increaſed and exerciſed in 
theſe preſent times, "tis very requiſite and neceflaric that their names, and 
whatſoever elie may conduce to their diſcovery, ſhould be made knowne 
to all men. *Tis too well knowne, I confeſle, whom theſe Confederates 
would have to be reputed theſe Enemies of God,erc. viz. Malignants, De« 
linquents the Prelaticall Clergy,the Popiſhly affetted, and the Evill (onficel- 
lors. And tis as well known whom they have declared and voted to be ſuch; 
namely all thofe that have nort,or ſhall not joyne with them in their preſent 
Rebellion and Confederacie. But the Enemies of God are not they whom 
hypocrites call or vote ſo,but they whom God himſelfe accounts lo, among(t 
whom hypocrites are the chiefe; and ot all hypocrites that ever cheated the 
earth and itored hell, theſe Confederates deſerve the Primacie. Befides, if 
ro diſhonour Gad, and ſcandalize Religion, be to be enemies to both, let ir 
be examined, and it will ſoone appeare, that theſe Confederates ( ſome 
whereof are Anabaprtiſts, ſome Brownilts, ſome Familiſts, fome - 06 
ſome Arians, ſome Antincmians, ſome of many Religions, and the moſt of 
none) have more diſhononred God , and ſcandalized true Religion in this 
one Kingdome within theſe three or toure yeares, then all the plots, conſpras 
cies, attempts, and praiſes of the moſt profefied enemies of God ever did 
ſince the Reformation: and had it not beene for theſe men whom they have 
ſtiled Halignants, Delinquents, Prelaticall Clergy-men, Popyſoly affetled, 
Evill Counſelors, or the like , (the King himſelte nor being exempred by 
theſe Traytors trom one or more of thoſe titles) it had nor failed but the 
trac Religion had e're this beene quite baniſhed this Kingdoms, and both 
Church and State brought to confuſion, 

You have heard the prete:xded grounds or reaſons alleadged by thefe 
Confederates, for their contr1yi-:2 and raking this ſolemne League and Coe. 
venant : Proceed weoy to the true intended ſcope and ayme thereof, which 
ts the third thing to _— after , and will render the iniquity and hy- 
pocrilte of this LeaguyEmott palpable, 

The rrae ſcope and ayme of this League, as'tis declared by our molt Gra» 


* Cious King in his Proclamation, forbidding the rendering or taking thereof; 
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(and we cannot receive it from a berrer hand)is in purſuance of 4 Trayterous 
deſigne, and endeavour to bring in|f1-reigne forces to invade thu King aome z 


and is therefore by His Majeltic jultly ſentenced , notwithſtanding 1ts ſpe- 
Cicus 


| (20) 
cious expreſſions of Piety and Religion, to be nothing elfe in truth , but a 
trayterous and ſeditions combination againſt Him , and againſt the eſtabliſhed 
Religion and Lawes of this Kingdome. An that this is the true {cope of this 
League, is further evidenced to weaker eyes (for to thoſe of ſtronger ſight 
tis already eminently viſible) from cheſe Confederates owne confeſſions, 
and from ſame Orders and Ordinances; as alſo from ſome Commiſſions and 
InſtruRions given to certaine Emiflaries and Agents in Scotland, from thoſe 
Contracts and Compatts which they have made with ſome of the Scorri/h 
Nation , and from the great ſummes of money which they have ſent into 
Scotland for the Scots advance. | Some of them alſo bea{ting and bragging 
in their Pulpits and Pamphlets (both of like credir of late) that many thou- 
ſands of the Scots are already on their march rowards us ; and all this quick= 
ned by the taking this Covenant, And whether ſuch a Conſpiracy or Con» 
federacy as this be not a trayterous and (eciticus combination againſt the 
Kings Majeſtic, and againſt the eſtabliſhed Religion and Lawes of this King» 
dome, I hope (through Gods gracious protetion and preſervation of His 
Majeltie, and our eſtabliſhed Religion) the Lawes of this Kingdome will 
ere long determine. Inthe interim enough is declared in this very League 
it ſelfe, to confirme every particular mans determination in this point , as 
ſhall by and by more at large be ſhewen. Onely here ſtand (till a while,and 
admire the prodigiouſneſſe of theſe Monſters. When they have robbed and 
plundered as many of their Country-men and fellow-brethren as they could 
ſeiſe on, when they have driven or haled away from their houſes, wives, 
children, and families, as many as they durſt come neare , and then turned 
them out after them ; When they have ſwallowed up and devoured not 
oncly all the eſtates and livelyhoods of Widowes and Orphans, but all the 
rents, revenues, proviſions, and maintenance of Churches, Colledges, Ho- 
ſpitalls, and Almes-houſes, that they could lay hands on ; When they have 
waſted, ſpoyled, and depopulatgd all the Cities, Townes, and Villages, that 
they had the hap to ſer foot in ; When they have murdered ard butchered 
as many heroick Peeres, noble Knights , galiant Gehtlemen, valiant Souldi- 


ers , and other true-hearted Subje&s, as their bloud-thirſty ſpirits could - 


wreake their malice on ; In a word (if there be any words able to expreſic 
their wickednefle) when they have attempred and praQtifed all the impious, 


trayterous, hideous, curſed wayes and meanes, that Hell con'd invent, and ©: 


Heaven would ſuffer, to bring to ruine and defiryRton as glorious a Church, 
as flouriſhing a State , and as gracious a King as ever people were bleſſed 


with ; As though all theſe natchlefle impieries had beene little or nothing, *- 


(as indeed they are in reſpet of their ambitious pride, tyrannous hate, and 


bloudy malice) bchold,after all theſe, they labcur and endeavour with mg_ 3h 
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and maine to betray and (ell, what God hath hitherto preſerved from their 


cruell deſtruRive hands, into the hands of ſtrangers and forreigners,to de- 
voure and conſume. Yn: hec poſterss ſic narrare poreris, mt fatta non fits 
eſſe videantwr ? (as that learned Atturny Sir Edward Coke brake forth at 
the arraignment of thele traytors elder brethren) who will be able ſo rodeclare 
theſe things to poſterity, as that they may be reputed things atted, not feigned ? 
and who can match them cither in taQ, or hRion ? Is it nor judgement ſore 
enough for every one to cate the ficih of his owne arme, and to be drunke 
with his owne bloud ; but they muſt call ro ethers to helpe to teare in 
pieces and devourec ? when theſe Conſpirators were hatching this Cocka- 
trice, whaſc fruit is now become a fiery flying ſerpent, one of the terrible 
things, wherewith they aftrighted mea our of their loyaity,was a fititious 
report, that ſome cviil Counſellcurs about the King had adviſcd him to the 
procuring of ſome forreigne force to ſtrengthen himielte. This was char- 
ged upon tne Lord Digby by the Lords and Commons, as malicious Coune 
ſell, 21d ſuſpeted to have made too deep impreſſion in his Majeſty ; in= 
ſomuci that they thus branded it, and repreſented their cenſure of it to 
his Majeſty intheſe termes. Thu forreigne force, as it u the moſt pernicions 
and malignant deſugne of all the reſt, ſo we hope it 9 and alwates ſhall be fay- 
cheſt from your Majeſties thoughts, becauſe no man can believe you will give 
wp Jour people and kingdome to be ſpoyled by ſtrangers, if you did not likewiſe 
entend to change both your own profeſſion in Keligion, C> toe publick profeſſion of 
the Kingdome, that ſo you might ſtill be move aſſured of thoſe forretgne States 
of th: Pops/h religion for your future ſupport and defence, Declar: of the Lords 
and Com: upon his Majeſtves meſſage, 2 Warch 1642, This pretended feare 
of forreigne torce, and in particular from Dexmarke, is again inſiſted upon, 
as adding to the weight of their feares and jealcufics, In that bumble pets- 
tion of the Lords and Commons preſented ts hu Majeſty at Yorke, March 26. 
1642. Andthis was al(o alleadged by them as the prime ground of their ſe- 
curing Hull, and appointing Sir Feh» Hotham Governour thereof, Declayz 
concerning the Mſagazin at Hull, May 4.1642. fo often was this falle feare 
of forreigne force cryed out upon and throwne in the Kings way, (if not in 
his face)thatgood Prince,he was in 2 manner contained to a folemne pro- 
rteſtacion inthe preſence of him, who knowes the moſt ſecret of bus sntentions 
and ations, that he w.u no wayes conſc1ons to nimſelfe of any {uch puilti= 
elſe, cc, His Majeſtic letter to the Lords of his privy Counſelt sn Scotland, 
Hay 20. 1642. And doe we bur obſerve how the caſe isnow altcred with 
theſe men? The bricging in of forreigne force, which was then waliciows 
counſel, and a moſt perniciows and malignant defigne,is now become che _ 
ule 


(22) 
ſult of the greatinfallible Counſcll of the King (as ſome ſtile them) and {s 
ſach a pious and holy worke, that the moſt A-oſtolicall Preachers of the 
Goſpell maſt be'ſent into forreigne parts to Labour it, whiift the reſt of 
the ſacred Conventicle of Divines and their aſſiſtants, are voting, praying, 
reaching, and ſtanding up for it here ac home. It was then reputed ſuch a 
rrid thing for the King to procure forreigne force, though to ſtrengthen 
himſelfe,that they,that were moſt jealous of his Majeſty, did conclude, that 
9 wan could believe (as there was not the lealt cauſe why they ſhould) char 
his Majeſty would give mp hu people and king dome to be ſpoyled by ſtrangers, 
wnleſſe be 414 withall believe, that his (Majeſty did intend alſs to change both 
bis ewne profeſſion 1n Religion, and the publique profeſſion of the K mgaome, 
that ſo he might be the more aſſured of thoſe forreigne States whoſe aide he 
ſhould crave; whereas now they would make us all believe, that *tis fo 
godly and neceffary a thing for them to call in forreigne force, that neither 
the people of this Kingdome, nor the publique proteſiion of Religion can 
be preſerved from ruine and deſtruion withour it: and yet,by their leave, 
they have taught us more then to ſuſpeA, that they, who our of their ambi- 
tion and malice will yeeld up this their owne Country and Nation to be 
ſpoyled by forreigners,will alſo, to maintaine theſe humours, yeeld up both 
their owne Religion, (that little that remaines ) and the publicke Religion 
of this Nation to be new moulded and ſhaped as theſe forreigners ſhall 
pleaſe : Then Hull muſt in all haſt be ſecured and Sir Fohn Motham made 
Governour thereof ro keep out forreigne force ; 2nd now Hull mult be ſtill 
kept, and Sir Fohn himſelfc turned our to let forreigne force tn. His Maje- 
ſy was then conſtraincd through theſc Confederates jcalouſies and feares 
eo purge himſelfe by oath from the guilt of intending to bring in Strangers 
into this kingdome ; aud now theſe Contederates enter into an Oath theme 
ſelves, and coorpell others ro {weare with them, principally co that intent 
that Strangers may thereby be jnvited to come In, But this 18 no other lu- 
nacie then hath conſtantly poſſeſſed rheſe Conſpirators, For if you conſule 
the ſeverall Remonſtrances and Declarations of the grand grievances of 
this kingdome which have been publiſhed ſince that firſt, Decemb.t5. 1641. 
(pretended to have beene publiſhed for our redrefſe, but intended by the 
grand Contriversthereef only as a preparative to our greater miſery,as the 
ſad ſequele thercof ſhewes) you ſhall ſcarce find a foule crime charged up- 
onthe Kings evill Counſcllors, which hath not beentranſcendently juſtified 
by theſc great Counſcllors abominable practiſes. As to name ſome of the 

moſt haynous. 1. Anutention to make way for a Change of Religion, 
2. The charging of the Kingdome with billetted Souldiers in all parts of 
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at the Land might either 


it ; and the concomitant deſiene of German horq 
{uch arburary contributions 


ſubmit with feare,or be enforced with rigeur 
as ſhowld be required of them, 

3. The exafting the proportion of 5 Subſidies by Commiſſion of Loane, and 
the smpriſoning divers Gentlemen for not yielding to pay that Loans, whereby 
many of them contratted ſuch aiſeaſes, as coſt them their lyver, ; 

4. eAn wnjuſt and pernicious attempt to extort great payments from the 
Subjeft by way of Exciſe. | 

5- The blaſting of the Petition of Right which was granted 5n full Pay- 
liament, by an illegal Declaration. 

6. The depriving ſome Priſoners of the neceſſary meanes of ſpiritual 
Conſolation, not ſuffering them to go abroad to enjoy Gods ordinances in Gods 
houſe, or Gods Miniftery to come to them to adminiſter comfort ro them in 
their private Chambers. 

7. The not admitting Priſoners to be bajled according to Law, 

8. Thereceiving Tonnage and Poundage without pretence of Law, and cone 
tinuing many other heavy impoſitions againſt Law, 

9. Theobſtrutting the ordinary courſe of Iuftice, the common birthright of 
the SubjeF of England. 

10. The exattion of ( vate and Conduft money, and divers other military 
eharges; as alſo the taking away the Armes of the Trained bends of divers 
Conners, 

It. The diſplacing of ſome publicke Officers of Inftice, for refuſing to doe 
againſt their Oaths and Conſciences, and awing others that they durſt not doo 
their dunes. 

I2. The forcing new Oaths upon the Subjeft againſt Law, 

13. The offering by Orders to bind the Subjeft: m their Free-holds, E- 
ſtates, Suites, and Attions, 

14. The Preaching of the moſt publicke and ſolemne Sermons (which fhonld 
be for the advencement of the Goſpel of Chrift by preaching faith and repen- 
gance, Cc. ) to advance the Prerogative above the Law ; or to decry the Pro- 
perty of the Subjett; or elſe they were filled with ſuch kind of ivettives, as 
they thereby made theſe odious, who ſought to maintaine the Religion, Lawer , 
and Liberties of thi kingdome. 

15» The a/ing many noble Perſonages 4s Comnſeliors ovely tn name ; whilf 
the power and authority remained in a few of ſuch as were moſt addvited to the 
Party ; and the others reſolutions and determinations were brought for comme 
Penance and execution, and not for debate and deliberation. And no man could. 


offey to oppoſe them of the Party without diſgrace and hatzz ard to himſelfe : 


> Nay all thoſe that did not wholly concurre and attively contribute to the fur. 
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therance of their defi gnes, though otherwiſe perſonr of never ſo great honouy 
and abies, were [0 farre from being imployea in any place of truſt and power, 
#hat they were neglefled, diſconntenanced, and upon all occaſions injured pd 
oppreſſed, 

Laſtly. That all poſſible wayer were taken v0 put the two Nations England 
and Scotland i blond. All theſe! grievances, you ſhall fird roared ont and 
ageravated in that firſt Remonſtrance of the State of the kingaome publiſhed, 
Decemb.15. 1641. Which day, for that Remonſltrance's take, deſerves to 
be regiſtred in the Annals of this kinzdome, as the quickcning day of this 
4 preſent unnaturall Warre and bloudy Rebellion. And whether in all theſe 
| | | ſclfe lame particulars, we have nor already found theſe Gonfederares fingers 
® heavicr onus, then ever we felt or had cauſe to feare (at that time eſpecial. 
ly) chat ever we ſhould f-cle any others loynes, 1 leave to this gaſping 
Statcto teſtifie by her (ighs, groancs, and teares ; No wonder then, that 
they, who have made it their conſtant praftiie ro commit that 1niquicy 
themleclves with an high hand, which they cry out againſt in others with 
2 wile mouth, doe now, after ſo many Declarations of the pernici- 
ouſneſſd of ſuch a fat, make it their owne malter-deſigne, and bind it 
with an Oath, to bring in Stranges to devoure, what God would not 
give up as a prey to their owne tceth: Burt che wonder would be, th:t 
thoſe Strangers of all others, who are rempred and ſolicited by theſe 
Conſpirators. ſhould fo forget their owne Oaths, Vowes, and promites, 
= made to God, their King, and this whole Kingdome, as to joyne with 
& This fuch unnatura!l bloud- ſuckers in a Confederacy fo diametrically contra» 
Dy ry to them all. * For my part|I abhorre to charge that Nation with ſo 
for the Much irreligion, treachery, and perfidiouineſſe in the leaſt thought, and 
eſſe. F am well confirmed in that charitable thought from many good argu- 
=, me con- ments, (befides the eHrticles of the late Treaty concerning the eſtabliſhing of 
Wes _ the Peace betwixt the Kings Majeſty ana the people of Scotland, and berwixe 
| | © ay the Kingdomes, agreed upon by the Scottiſh and Engliſh Commiſſioners un the 
\  ots were City of Welſtminlter, eLwuguſt 7. 1641. and the Acts of Parliament there- 
- þ\ady to upon made and enated jn both |Kingdomes) as to name two for the reſt; 
| | nes from a late profclien of theirs made about three moneths fince to their 

| lat and our moſt gracious King, in a Petition of their Nobslity, Gentry, Bur- 

ou. rowgr, C Miniſters, and Commons, preſented to the Lords of his Majeſties 
$ hoe ir provy Counſel, in that Kingdome : as alſo from a publicke acknowledge- 

1 the Ju- 

/|c1ous Sabres expun2* this andal other paliages of this nature concerning them, or clſe te 

't them remaine as ar2uments of. our chatity, and their hypocrifie and Cilloyaly, 


ment 


ment of theirs made to God, and tochis whole Nation in a devout ſolemne 
Prayer iome yeares fince. Heare both, and you cannot bur be of the like 
charirable opinion with me : The petition runnes thus, That whereas the 
Kings moſt ſacred Majeſty, his royall zeale, and conſtant reſolution of main= 
raining the true Religion, and preſcruvimg the Lawes and Liberts:s of theſe his 
kingdomes * ſo undonbred, that to call ut in que(fion after ſo many retterated 
profeſſions & aſſeverations emitted in his Majeſties Declarations and Anſwers, 
with deep atteftations of th: dreadfull ſearcher of the bearts, as witneſſe of the 
ſincerity of bu Royall heart, could not be conſtrued in any but an unchriſtian 
diſtruſt/ulneſſe ; and in us his Majeſties Subjefts of thu his ancient and native 
kingdome, the height of diſloyalty and ingratitude,sf we ſhould harbour any 
ſcruple or thought to the contrary, having ſo many reall ana recent evidences of 
bu Majeſties royall goodneſſe, juſtice, and wiſdome, in {etling and eſtabliſhing 
the tru: Religion, and the Lawes and Liberties of this bu kingdome, to the 
full ſattifaftion of all bu good Smbjeits. And nevertheleſſe, percesving by his 
Majeſties Declarations and other printed papers, that foule ang malicious aſpere 


fions are caſt npon his Majeſty, tending to brand hu ſacred Perſon, and to de= 
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prave his Rojall Government : And underſtanding by bus Aajeſties late Ler- 
ger ſent unto your Lordſhips, That his Majeſty out of his ſingular goodneſſe 
and defire to enjoy the bearts of his people of this his natsve king dome free of a8 
jealouſies and prejudices, hath been pleaſed rocleare bis Royal intentions and 
atlions from thoſe calummniou imputations ; And th:refore juſtly challengeth 
from us that huv;ble reſpeft due to his ſacred Majeſty by ſo many tyes and titles, 
and ſo mach profeſſed and promiſed by ua with ſalemne Oath; in our National 
Covenant, and Oath at his Majeſties Coronation. We concerve our ſolves 
bound in duty to Gode Almighty (by whoſe great name we have ſworne to 
to defend and maintaine the Perſon, Greatxeſſe, and Authority of our dread 
Soveraigne, Gods Vicegerent, to the ntmoſt of our power, with our meanes and 
lives, wn every cauſe which may concerne hu hononr, 'as may appeare by that 
which, by warrant of the Att of the Generall Afembly, we have all [worne and 
ſigned) and to our King and Conntry, and tothat we owe t0 nv ho*:4r and 
reputation, to repreſent to your Lordſhips the humble deſires we have tc expreſſe 
and make bnowne to his Majeſty and all the world, that We are fully ſatisfied 
and per/waded of his Majeſties Royal zeale and reſolution, and that malice 


| and detration cannet prevaile to make the leaſt impreſſion tn our loyall hearts 


of jealoaſie or diſtruſt. And therefore we have taben the bolaneſſe humbly to 
perstion your Lordſhips for ony ſelves, and in the nameard behalfe of all others 


. who will adbere to this our petwtion, That as his Majeſty hath grationſly CON 


deſcended in bis Letter to your Lordſhips , printed by your warrant, for [atiſ- 


 fattton of hu good Sabjetts, ta expre(ſe his rojail gooaneſſe and defire that all 
IA h D 3 


grounds 


- _—y 


grounds of jealouſee or miſtaking may be kept and removed out of the hearts of 


his good Subjetts of thu khingdome, So it may pleaſe your Lordſbips to thizke 
wpor ſore conſe, That his Majeſty reciprocalymay be clearea and aſſured of 
onr conſtant affefttion and reſolution to keep our ſolemne aud nationall Oath ; aud 
that we are not ſo unthankfult to God or to his Vicegerent, nor ſo little tender 
of our owne honour and credit as to forget ſo ſoone that daty incumbent to we b 
fo many obligations, and ſo vfren promiſed by us tn our foreſaid /olemne Oath 
which ave publiſhed to the view of all the world, (&c. 

The Prayer is framed in theſe rermes.——— An4 ſecing that when we by 
Our ewne powen were altogether unable to have freed our ſelves from the tyranny 
of Strangers, and from the bondage and thraldome pretended againſt m , thow 
of thine eſpecial goodneſſe didft move the hearts of our neighbours (of whom we 
had deſerved no ſach favour) to take mpon them the common burthen with ug, 
ard for our deliverance, not only to ſpend the lwves of many, but alſs to hazard 
the eftate and tranquillity of theiy Realme and ((ommon-wealth: Grant unto 
«s O Lord, that with ſuchreverence we may remember thy benefits received, 
that after this,in our default, we never enter into boſhulity againſt the Realme 
and Nation of England. Suffer w never O Lord to fall to that ingratitude and 
deteftable unthanksfulneſſe, that we ſhall ſeeks the deſtruition and death of 
thoſe, whom thou haſt made inflruments to deliver us from the tyranny of meres- 
lefſe Strangers. Diſſipate thou theCowunſells of ſuch as deceitfullytravell to ſtir 
the bearts of the Inhabitants of enthey Realme againſt the other. Let their mas» 
licions prattiſes be their owne confuſion z and grant thou of thy mercy, that love, 
concord and tranquillity may continue and increaſe amongſt the Inhabitants of 
a#bi Iſle, even to the coming of the Lord leſus Chriſt, exc. 

Now if there be in that Nation cither feare of God or faith to- men, or 
tbve to themſelves, ( which to doubt of, were to be our ſelves what we 
cauſclefly ſuſpeR others to be ) here are bonds and tyes enough to keep. 
them from moving cither hand or*foor againſt our King or kingdome. Bur 
if God, further to ſcourge both them and us for the abuſe of that vowed and 
long enjoyed peace betwixt us, as well as of a multitude of other bleſſings 
beſtowed upon us above other Nations, ſhall give up any of that Nation to 
fach-a reprobate mind, and to ſo ſtrong deluſions, as to ſuffer themſelves 
after all theſe and ſuch like. promiſes and profeiſions, to be fo bewitched 
with the inchantments and allurements of our Engliſh Rebels, as to go 
with them inthe way of Xe», and to run greedily after” the errour of B«- 
lam tor reward, and to joyne with them inthe gainſaying or Rebellion of 
Corah; let them be aſſured they ſhall in concluſion alſo periſh with them, 
as all other bloudy hypocriticall Rebels and their confederates have ever 
done. And though they could bring an Army againſt us, as big as Senneche- 


rib 


27 
rib onee brought againſt Judah : yet let but our good Heaekiah and his 
Zudah humble themfclves before the Lord really and eruly (as they already 
profeſſe to doe) and let us not doubt bat that, Sennachersb like, by the way 

that they come, by the ſame ſhall they returne (thoſe few that doe returne) and 
ſhall not be able to hurt us ; tor that the Lord will. ſave w, for his owne ſake, Eſay, 
and (if not for his ſervant Davids fake) yet for his fake, who was of the 
ſeed of David, and ſtill 1s a ſpeciall Saviour of his annointed and of all thoſe 
who truſt in him; And thercfore ler us not feare, neither be faint-hearted 
for the two tayles of theſe ſmoaking firebrands 1 (as the Prophet 1ſatah exe 
horted the king of 7:44), when the like Conſpiracy was againſt him, 1/asab 
7. 4.) tor what the Lord there ſpake of that contederacy, ver/e 5,6, 7, we 
hope he will falfill in this. Or it theſe firebrands, through Gods permiſſion 
and'our juſt deſert, ſhall kindle to the waſting and conſuming of this Na» 
tion, yet they themſelves can expect bur the tucceſſe of firebrands, to pe- 
riſh in that conſumption which themſelves cauſe ;z whilſt divers, on whom 
their fury and violence ſhall paſſe, ſhall be only purged and refined thereby, 
Thcir obſervable imprecartton 1n that Scottiſh prayer but now cited be= 
{peaks them no lee, and if I or any other, were to imprecate any recome 
pence of vengeance uponthem,weneed wiſh no more. And ſo I have done 
with the true intended ſcope and aime of rhis League, ſufficient of it ſelfe to 
make any man, that feares God or loves his Country, to abhorre both it, 
and all that have any hand in ic. 

The forme or manner wherein this League is repreſented to us is the 
next and fourth particular to be examined. And that is further expreſſed to 
be, by entering into a matwall and ſolemne League and (ovenant,that is,into 
a confederacy or combination each with other, and a proms/e, vow, or oath 
to God; Into which ſay thete Confederates) We have now at laſt ( after 
other meanes of ſupplication, Remonſtrance, Proteſfations, and Sufferings for 
the preſervation of oxy ſelves and our Religion from utter ruine and deſtruttie 
9% )eccording 10 the commendable prattiſc of theſe kingdomes wm former t1mezs, 
and the example of Gods people in other nations, after mature deliberation re= 
ſolvr4 and determined to enter, and wherin we all ſub{eribe, and each one of 
*s for himſelſe ; with our hands lifted up to the moſt high God, do ſweare; 
That we ſhall Ec. 

T ſhall, God afliſting, inquire intoeach clauſe of this fourth particular, 
Firſt, they call it a nmutwall and ſolemne Leagne and Covenant. The word 
League ſounds prace, and they would have the word Covenans to be 
thought roimport piety ; and yet behold warre and all manner of «mpiety 
is in their intentions and practiſes. The words of their mouths are ſmoother 
then butter, but warre i in their hearts : their words are ſofter then ole, yet Pal. 553 
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ave they drawne ſwords. They tell us in that ſeditious Declaration before ci- 
red, called The Declaration of the Convention of Eſtates of the kingdome of 
Scotland, cc. Thar tae entering into this League was thought by thoſe 
ſevcrall Commiſſioners and Committees, that firit forged it, co be the be/# 
meaues for the procuring peace, and all other bleſſings ; and that thereapon they 
ſhould find an anſwer from heaven to all their prayers, a deliverance from all 
their ſufferings, and the beginniag of a new world of joy and peace, &c. Theſe 
are tempting allurements to draw p:opls on to joyne with them in the 
Leazuc # but then preiently they allure them, That ro ebeir knowleage (their 
owne coalciences certifying them how odtous an ac ic will be inthe {1ghe 
of God and all good mcn) wpon the (wearing and [ubſcribing of this League 
and Covenant by true Chriſtians and Patriots, (tor they muſt all be Cano- 
niſcd for ſuchthac to ſweare and {uvſ{cribe j ebe oppopte ard malignant party 
will rage and turwultuate more then ever before, and therefore, unleſſe they will 
then either betray their Religion, Liberties, and Lawes, and all that they and 
theirs doe poſſeſſe; and ſuffer themſelves to be cut off and maſſacred, by the 
bloudy and barbarous cruelty of thoſe ther inraged enemies, there w a neceſſity 
of taking Armes for mutual defence, &c. A conſtant jugling trick of theirs, 
learnc of their old maſter the Devil], tirſt ro perſwade men to joyne with 
them in ſuch and ſuch attempts, upon faire and ſpecious promiles of the 
good ſucceſſe thereof ; and then when they have gotten them {o far, to ſcar 
them on with feares and threats, as if having done what they did, they were 
beſt now to go on, and doe what theſe would have them, er elſe they are 
{ure to be undone for doing fo much. A wiſe man thus fairely warned will 
abhorre to enter one tep into the paths of ſuch men, whoſe paths, like the 
whorcs in the Proverbs, cap. 2. incline wnto the dead, ſo that none that ys 
3nto them| will be ſuffered | to] returne againe, to take hold of the paths of 
life : whereas the fooliſh man, like So/omons ſimple one, Proverb, 7. both 
yields to the temptation, and g1es on 45 anoxe goeth to the ſlaughter, or as a 
foole to the correttion of the ſtotks; till a dart ſtrike through hu liver ; as 4 
bird haſteth ts the ſrare and knoweth not that it is for bus life, Burnort to inſiſt 
too long upon the title of this|League, The name League was given to it, 
to entice on the Engliſh Rebels, who loving noveltics, and being glutted 
with Gaths and { ovenavts, their great maſters (if they'le owne any ) have 
provided for their palats this new dainty, cailed a Leagse; and had they 
but calied it the holy Leagne,as thoſe Revels in Fraxce did th: irs, they had 
done as like themſelves for hypocriſfic, as they have done like thoſe Rebels 
for iniquity ; And tor the name Covenaxt, that was given it to gratific the 
Scotiſy Faction, who afte& the| being Covenanters (be the Conditions what 
they will){o dearcly, That, as thoſe Declarers but now mentioned tell us, 
no 


(29) 
no ſooner had they the firſt /ineaments of this Covenant read once and againe 
in their audience, bnt the fire, which had made them to melt in teares (you 
mult und:ritand they were frozen) at the ſolemnizing of the Nationall (ove- 
want of that kingdome, did begin to brirne againe, and bring forth the ſparkles of 
the like affeftion, Acd this I alſure you is no lefſethen a miracle, That the 
{aine fire, which at the firſt burning melted them into water, ſhould at the 
ſecond kindling bring ſparkles out of them. Our hope isthar God will ere 
long kindle (1ch a third fire amongſt that FaQtion (not that Nation; God 
forbid) as ſhall againe turne their tparkes into water. In the interim, let 
them iolace themſ{clves with that of /ſatah, cap.5o. v. 11. Behold all ye that 
kindle a fire, that compaſſe your ſelves about with ſparkes : walke in the light 
of your fire, and in the ſþarks that ye have kmaled, Thi ſpall ye have of mine 
band,ys ſhall lie downe in (orrow. Secondly, theſe Contedcrates (ay, that 
they have now at the laſt (after other meants of Supplication, Remonſtrance, 
Proteſiations and ſufferings, Cc.) reſolved and determined to enter into 4 
wutuall and ſolemne Leagne, &c. And here I defire ſome of their Divines 
Alliſtants, who had the chiefe ſtroake in drawing up this League and 
Covenant to give reſolution to theſe quzres. 

I. Qu&Kke, How itcame to paſle, that the entring into this So/emne 
League and Covenant was never thought on in this Kingdome fince the Re-= 
formation,no not in all theſe three yeares of the Reformation of that Refor= 
mation, till jult now at the laſt, as rhey fay ? (and I pray God it be their 
laſt.) If it be ſuch a neceſſary meanes, as they pretend, for rhe advancement 
of Gods glory, and the Kingdome of Jeſus Chriſt, the honowr and happineſſe of 
the Kings (Majeſtic and Hu Poſterity , and the true publique liberty, ſafety, 
and peace of three Kingdomes, cc. Why was 1t not propounded at the be= 
ginning of this endlefſe Parliament to the King and both Houſes, and their 
conſent humbly craved, and (as the caſtome was) required ? I am fure Cen- 
turion Burges was very hot and zcalous in preſſing the entring into a Cove- 
nant,the very firlt Sermon that pyas preaciied at Afargarets the firſt Faſt day 
of rhis Parliament ; and by ſome paſlages in it a man might more then ſu(- 
peR, that he aymed at ſuch a Covenant as this. Had Maſter Ilarſbal the 
other Pulpit-ſhaker of that day beene fo Jucky as to have fallen upon that 
theame, doubtlefie his fire and beilowes would have brought forth ſome ta» 
king ſoarkles of ſuch a Covenant here, as well as they did lately in Scorland; 
but for Centurion Bur es his fire, it then ſmelt a little too much of the San» 
Ruary., The truth is, It was then thought a worke worth the labouring in, 
to get thoſe of the Scores/3 Nation our of this Kingdome ; and though ie 
colt us (beſides the care and paines of ſome of the wilelt and ablett in this 
Kingdome) three hundred thouſand pounds to elle it , ſo great a ſumme 
was 
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was not accounted loſt to purchaſe thar freedome : And, whatſoever fancies 
poſſefle ſome men now in their frenzie fir, if God ſhould againe {tirre up 
that Northerne Nation, and for our iniquities bring them into theſe Sou- 
therne parts; it might happen to colt this Kingdome as many lives, as it did 
chen pounds, e're they be wholly quit of them. Or ſuppoſe money could 
againe free us ; 'tis likely that they who demanded fo much to returne, when 
they came onely to ſerve cheir owne turnes , will require at leaſt ewice as 
much when they come to ſerve others. You know what Dane! prophe. 
cied of a Northerne force entring into the Southerne coalts, Dan. 11, v.23, 
24. eAfter the League made with hins (faith Daniel of the Northerne ene- 
my) he ſhall worke decertfully ; for he (hall come up and be ſtrong with a [mall 
people, He ſhall enter peaceably won the fatteſt places of the Province ; and 
he ſhall doe that which hu fath:rs bave not done , nor bu fathers fathers. He 
ſhall ſcatter among them the prey, C& ſpoyle, & riches ; yea, > he hall forecaſt 
hu devices againſt the ſtrong holdt even for a time, This prophecie hath been 
once fulfilled already in another Nation ; the Lord avert the tuifilling of it a 
ſecond time in ours. Thus much daily experience telleth us, that men as 
well as bealts, comming out of the leane, ſowre parts of the Northy into the 
Fat, ſweet parts of the South, are very unwilling,after they have well taſted, 
to change their paſtures againe. 

Quezks 2. What Supplications, Remonſtrances , and Proteſtations , 
have the Noblemen, Barons, Knights, Gentlemen, Citizens, Burgeſlſes, Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, and Commons of all ſorts, in the Kingdomes of Fng- 
lard, Scotland, and Ireland, (torunto all theſe rankes and forts of men in all 
three kingdomes doe theſe words ; Fe, after other meanes of ſupplication, 
Remonſtr ance, Proteſtations, exc. relate) preſented to the King for the pre- 
ſervation of themſelves or their Religion, to which his Majeſty hath not re- 
turned as gracious an anſwer, as cver Prince gave to people ? His Majeſty 
in his Anſwer to that Petition of the Lords and Commons, wherein they 
complaine of their anhappineffe in many Petitions and ſupplications, chat- 
bengeth envy and malice it ſelfe to objefF one particular propoſition for the pre» 
ſervation of Gods true Religion, which he hath refuſed to conſent to. And for 
other Petitions and Remonftrances, although (as his Majeſty in Hs ax/wer 
80 the Declar:or Remonſtr: of the Lords & ( ommons of May 19.1643. heavily 
complaincth, (whether juſtly or not, ler any that are imparttzll judge) 
they were the moſt of them ſtufr with reproaches, threats, and menaces, yet 
they were alwayes anſwered with {uch mildnefle, ſuch gentleneſſe, and ſuch 
{weernefſc of {pirit, without denying ought, which he in honour might 
_ or they in reaſon require ; that it may well be queſtioned , whether 

Is unparalle'd gracious condeſcention to fo ſtubborne and ungratefull a 
| generation, 
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generation, hath gained him the greater honour, or them the greater ſhame, 
And Princes in 2fter ages, finding tv much gooinefſ: 11a Prince lo extreme- 
!y abuſed by his people, will have coo much caule ro doubr, whether he be 
0t rather to bc admired, then 1mitated. For Proteffations 1 doe not re- 
member that any have beene made by any either of the [rs/3, or Seotsſh Nae 
tion fince the pacification, concerning any fuch thing as ts here pretended ; 
| andI cannot yet recall any Proteftations, that have beene made here in Eng- 
land by all thoſe perſons, to whom this word Proteſtarions in this place 
doth referre. The moſt generall Proteſtation was that, which being firſt 
taken by the Houſe of Commons, and then explained, was afterwards by 
their Order recommended unto, and taken, by the moſt of all forts in ſun« 
dry Counties, And had they that rooke that Proreſtario», becne but as care- 
full ro performe their Vow and promilſe made thereby, as they were for- 
ward to make ic, we had not felt halfe theſe miſcrics, which we have ſince 
that groaned urider ; nay, had that Proreftarion been but (crioufly thought 
on, when this League was cicher in contriving or taking, it would have made 
the Contrivers and <akers joynts to have looled, and their knees to have 
knocked one againſt another , to thinke that they ſhould play taſt and louſe 
with Yowes and Proteſtations,and daſh oath againlt och {o as they bave done, 
and now doe, 

Quark 3. What or whoſe /uferings, would they have us to under- 
and by ſufferings? The ſufferings of Ireland have been ſuch as will make 
any true Chriſtian heart to bleed at the remembrance of them : but who 
have beene the greateſt promoters of their ſufferings to ſuch extremiry, 
(next to thoſe who have profeſſed themſelves fuch ; (1 meane the Iriſh in- 
cenJiarics themſelv-s) is now demonſtratively evident by their murmu- 
ring, cavilling, and clamouring againſt the ceſſation of their ſufferings, 
though but for a twelve-moneth ; notwithſtanding, that theſe abuminavle 
bypocrites have pretended aimoſt theſe two twelve-moneths a monethly 
pu>licke faſting and praying for the ceſſation of thoſe very ſutt:rings ; But 
whatſoever elſe they difſemble, they cannot but ſhew themiclves what they 
are, arrant counterfeits ; their very faſting and praying tor the deplorable 
eſtate of Ire/aud baving been by them thus long abuſed, as en advantage or 
opportunity, to make the late happy eſtate of England as deplorable as thac 
of Irelazd : Irelands wounds and ſores being by theſe Confederates all this 
while layed open tous here in £»gland, only, as ſome notorious rogues doe 
the wounds and ſores of poore wretches, to beguile people of their charity, 
and to cheate them of their money. For the ſuff-rings of Scotland, I re- 
terre you to the Articles of the late Treaty agreed upon by his Majcſty and 
tiicir Commillioners, and his pegs an{wer thereunto ; together mo 
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the publicke AX aſented unto by his Majeſty for the confirmation of wha: 
he had upon that Txcaty yielded; as alſo to the Scers late acknowledgement 
in thcic Petition before mentioned ; and theſe records being examined, I 
dare the moſt impudent of all this confederacy ro name, it he can,any one 
the leaſt thing, for which that Nation hath any ſeeming caulc to enter into 
a new Leapue, out of the {cnſe of any ſufferings unredrefled. And for the 
ſufferings of England ; had they joyned the ſufferings of the King with the 
Jufferings of Noblemen, Barons, Knights, Gentlemen, ('itizens, Miniſters of 
the Gofpell, and (ommons of alt ſorts, they muſt be acknowledged to have 
deen (ach (the Lord ſanRific themunto us) as that little more weight can 
be added ro their prefſure. But what have theſe Confederates /affered ? 
They have ſuffered more herclics and errors to be broached and profeſſed ; 
they have /»fered more ſes and ſchiſmesro be made and fomented, they 
have ſuff:rcd more flanders and|blaſphemics ro be vented and publiſhed, 
they have ſuffered more robberies, rapines, and riots to be committed and 
atcd, they have ſ#ffered more murders, treaſons, and ſacrilegious abomi- 
nations to be perpetrated and gloried in, then the modeſty of the iniquity, 
cruelty, and impiety of former ages would ever endure : but for other /»/= 
ferings, they have accounted it one of the markes of a malignant not to be 
ative in wickedneſſc, but to chooſe rather to ſuffer ; unlefle it be ro ſwf- 
fer himſclfe to be gulled and fooled as well of hisreligen, allegiance, and 
common ſenſe, as of his monies, goods, and what clſec he calls his. 

Quzzrz 4. How came ſucha fir of ingenuity upon them, as having be-. 
fore pretended the g/ory of God, and the advancewent of the king dome of our 
Lord and Saviour Feſua Chriſt, the honour and happineſſe of the Kings Mas 
jeſty and hs Pofteruty, and the trae publicke liberty, ſafety, and peace of the 
three kingdomes, to be the prime, if not the ſole ends of their entering into 
this /otemne League, now at the laſt they profeſſe the truth, and fairely and 
freely acknowledge, that ir is for the preſervation of chemſelves in the firit 
place, that they reſolved and determined thereupon. But I beſeech them, 
whom may they thanke for bringing them into ſuch periil and danger of 
ruineand deſtruction, that they are driven to ſuch an ungodly, unchriftian, 
unnaturall courſe as this for ſelfe-preſervation ? The deftraon, it it doc 
come, comes from themſelves :| and this preſumed meanes of their preſer- 
vation, by entering into « League with forreigners to preſerve themſelves 
from ruine and deſtruRion, (that is, from the cue puniſhment and venge= 
ance of the ſword of juſtice) 1f it ſhould thrive and proſper (which the 
Lord of his mercy prohibice ) will be unto them bur like the ſhadow of 
the brawble to the men of Shechem ; The fire that came ont of that bramble, 
within a while deyoured more Shrebgrires, then all the other fire kindled 
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among them. Or like the helpe of the Hſſriavs to the men of Judas, 
2 Kings 16. and 1/454h 8.7 hoſe waters of Aſſyria, which the men of «dab de- 
ſired ro helpe quench their firc,the Lord brought upon them with tuch a 
force that overflowed their whole land, and ſwept away the greateſt part 
of the Inhabiran:s thereof. Howſoever, we cannot bur cthanke them for 
tetting us know from their owne mouthes, what it is they chiefly labour for 
in this great worke. We were told by ſome of the principall in this League, 
in a Declaration ſet forth about the time their Generall ſer forth, That sf 
the People of this Nation would not come in ts their helpe, and ſave themſelveg, 
though both They, and the People muſt periſh ; yer they had diſcharged ther 
conſcience , and delivered their ſonles , and would looke for their reward in 
Heaven : Not a word was then mentioned of ſeeking out for helpe elſe- 
where ; no, they had not had ſo much helpe here at home then, if they had 
but whiſpered the calling in of ſuch helpe from abroad : beſides, their fa« 
Rious Prophets ſeducing of chem, had pawned upon the matter the truth 
of whatſoever they had preached ; nay, their Religion, and that lJutle in- 
tcreſt that they bad in Hcaven ; that if the people ot this Nation would bue 
furniſh their Chiefetaincs with ſome few thouſands of men and money, 
their intended worke wauld tpeedily be perteRed : and yer to ſee the ill 
lucke of it, after ten times ſo many men ſlaughtered and butchered, and 
after twenty times ſo much money exhauſted and conſumed , (ler the re» 
ward in Heaven be looked for by them that have any hopes thereof, and 
ler the aſſurances of their Prophets be relyed upon by them that will credic 
them) they are now reſolved to ſecke the preſervation of themſelves from 
rune and deſtruftion, by any meanes they can lay hold on, though ic be with 
endangering the rwize and deſtrwHtion of all three Kingdomes : how happy 
had it beene both to thoſe men and to theſe Kingdomes, if the people bad 
forſaken rhetm, and God hzd taken them , juſt at thar time , when they 
were {o bravely reſolved, and had diſcharged their conſciences, and delive- 
red their ſoules fo fully and fairely, that they could thinke there was a re- 
ward layed up in Heaven for them. I am aftraid they have loft ſuch an op- 
portunity, and theſe Kingdomes thereby ſuch a mercy, as they will not find 
againe in haſt, Oh but they have joyned with their owne pre/ervanion the 
preſervation of Religion, and can any blame them what courſe ſoever they 
take for the preſcrvation vf that? For anſwer to this I muſt proponnd ano» 
ther D weve, | 

Quers 5. What istheir Relsgion , for the preſervation whereof they 

muſt now reſolve to enter into a League with Forreiners? 
If rheir Re/ig10® be the true reformed Proteſtant Religion, as it is eſtabli- 
ſcd here in the Church of England ; FR be our giacious God, and for 
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ever blefſed be our religious King for it , that Relsgion is in no danger of 
ruine and deſtruRion at this time in this Kingdome , more then is common 
to the true Religion at all times whereſoever it 1s profcfied, uniefle it be by 
theſe Confederates: and within a few lines afrer they themſelves doe ac- 
knowledge as much ; for , whatſoever they adventure to (ay in this pre- 
amble to their oath, yet when they come to (weare, they ſweare the pre/er- 
varon of the reformed Religion in the Charch of Scotiand , and oneiy the rae 
formation of Religion in the K ingdomes of England and Ireland : which are 
gues plainly, that their awne'conſciences, as waſted as they are, doe yet 
aſjure them, that the true Re/sg50p eftabliſhed in the Kingdome of Exz/ard, 
needs onely ſome further refyrming, but 1s 1n no perill of betng ruincd and 
deſtroyed ; for ſurcly if it had , |they would have ſworne to preterve 1t, 29 
well as to reforme it. And if there be any feare of the ruine and dellru- 
Qtion of the reforined Religion, !tis onely 18 Scotland; for "ris onely 1n that 
Church, that they ſweare to/preſerve it : But bleſfled be God, neither is 
the reformed Religion in that Church 1n any viſible hazard , how much, 
ſoever it be (ecretly undermined by Schiſmaticks and Heretiques , 'that 
have crept in among{t them ſince the late alteration of that Church Govern» 
ment. So that if theſe Confederates Religion be in ſuch danger of wttey 
ruine and deſtru#50n 18 they pretend, they mult give us leave to inferre, that 
either their Relsgion is not the true reformed Religion, as *ris eltabliſhed 
here in this Kingdome, and then they muſt excuſe us, if we abhorre to enter 
into a Leagre with them, or any others to preſerveirt; or if it be, they 
know of ſome ſtrange, cloſe, concealed plot or defigne againſt it , which 
themſelves onely arc privy to; and then they ſhould doe well to tell us 
what it is, that ſo we may judge , whether that, or their owne defigne a- 
gainſt it, be the more dangerous. And yet then I mult tell them, whatſo- 
ever the plot or deſigne be, the true reformed Proteſtant Religion teacheth 
us, not to ſeeke it's preſervation by any unjult or irrelig1ons meanes or way; 
and in particular, not by entriag into any Leagne or Covenant, Without the 
conſent of him, whom God hath conſtituted the ſ#preame Moderator and 
Governour in all Canſes Eccleſiafticall as well 4s Temporal, much lefſe con» 
trary to His Command : but above all,not by taking up Armes againit Him, 
or againſt any of His Subjeds, without Authority derived from him. All 
which 1s profeſſed and maintained moſt Routly and learnedly by the whole 
freame of Proteſtant Writers \, both of our owne and other reformed 
Churches, in the Controverſies berwixt them and the Church of Rome ; as 
alfo by ſundry Tractates, publiſhed ſince this unhappy Controverſe amongl: 
our ſelves, I preſume that theſe Confederates, as brazen browed as they 
ae, Will acknowledge that the true Proteſtant Religion was at firſt plan» 
=. x ol 
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red in this Kingdome (as true Religion hath conſtantly beene every where 
elſe } ina molt peaceable way, free trom tumults and ſedition: and although 
it were afterwards watered with bloud, yer it was with the bloud of meeke, 
patient, loyall ſufferers, who next to their refuſing to doe ought, contrary 
to Gods command, though enjoyntd by their Soveraigne, eſteemed it their 
greateſt glory to ſubmit ro their Soveraignes commands by ſuffering cheare« 
fully tor what they could not doe lawfully z and not with the blond of 
proud, Pharifaicall, furious, rebellious Conſpirators,that deſpiſe Dominion, 
and ſpeake evill of Dignities , not caring what bloud they ſpend either of 
their owne, or others ; {o that they may but ſpill more of theirs that oppoſe 
chem. Take but one inltance for many, and that worthy of your obſerving, 
wiz. thoſe famous Proteſtant Sufferers ig,Queene CHMaries dayes, who fee- 
ing the true reformed Religion realy to be extirnated almolt before it had 
taken root in this Nation, and perceiving. as it feemes, {or at leaft their ene- 
mies having raiſed ſome ſuch jealouſic) that ſome were inclining to ſeeke 
the preſervation thereot by way of force, in a {editious, rebellious manner, 
againſt the aurhority and command of the Queene : (thoſe of the reformed 
Religion being then of as great, if not greater power, then we hope theſe 
Contederates are) twelve of the molt eminent among them for piety and 
learning, agreed to the publiſhing of a Declaration of their faith and Do» 
Arine , wherein, amongſt other particulars, they at large, and with much 
earneſtneſſc of ſpirit, ſhewed their deteſtation of any ſuch inclination ; you 
may finde the Declaration, A#. Monwm, p.1470. and in that theſe very 
words, To ſeale np the ſame (ſpeaking of their faith ) we are ready through 
Goar helpe and grace , to give owr lives to the halter , or fire, or otherwiſe 
as God ſhall appoint, bumbly requiring , and in the bowels of our Saviour 
feſua Chriſt, beſeeching al! that feare God, tb behave themſelves as obeaient 
Subjetts ro the © meeres Highnefſe, and the ſuperiour powers which are ordai« 
ned of God under Her ; and rather after our example to give their beads 10 
the blocks, then in any part to rebell, or once to mutter againſt the Lords An- 
nomnted : we meane our Soveraigne Lady Dueene Mary , into whoſe heart we 
beſeech the Lord of hu mercy plentifully to powre the wiſedome and grace of 
by Holy Spirit, cc. Againe, towards the end of that Declaration, you ſhall 
hnde theſe words. In the meane eaſon, as obedient Subjett; we ſhall behave 
our ſelves towards all that be in «Authority ; and not ceaſe to pray to God for 
them, that he would governe them all generally and particularly nith the ſpiris 
of wiſedome and grace. eAnd ſo we heartily deſire, and humbly pray all men 
t1 doe, #n napoint conſenting to any hinge of Rebellion or Sedition againſt our 
Sover aigne Lady the Qurenes Highneſſe, but where they cannot obey but they 
muſt aiſobey God, there ro ſubmit theryſelvet with all patience and hamulity 
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t6 ſuffer 4: the will and ple a/ure of the higher Powers fall adjudge ; as we ave 


ready, through the goodneſſe of the Lord co ſuffer whatſoever they ſhall adjudge 
us unto, rather then we will conſent to any DofRyine contrary to thu which 
we here confeſſe. This Declaration was ſubſcribed by 
Dotor Robert Ferrar, Biſhop of Sainc Davids, the [cecond Biſhop in that 
Catalogue of Chriſtian Martyrs, burnt at Carrwarthes, 
Dottor Rowland Taylor Parſon of Hadley in Suffulke, burnt at Hadley, 
a Philpot Archdeacon, burnt in Smichfield, 

ohn Bradford, burnt in Smirhfield. 

John Cooper Bs/hop of W orcelter «nd Glouceſter, burnt at Glewcefter, 

Dottor Edward Crome, Priſoner in the Fleet. 

John Rogers Prevend of Pauls Loud: the Protomartyr or firft Martyr 
that ſuffered in 2 ntene Marics dajes ; burnt in Smithfield, 

Laurence Saunders, 

Edmand Lowers burnt at Coventyy, 

f P, and T. M. Rt 

Miles Coverdale Z:fpop of Exeter, preſerved from the fire by the earneff 

ſuite of the King of Danemarke. 
AnJ had our Zealors and Patriots, as they (tile themſelves, beene either of 
the Spirit, or the Religion of thoſe glorious witneſſes that ſubſcribed this 
Declaration ; they would have abhborred to have publiſhed ſuch Declara- 
tions as they have formerly publiſhed, nuich more to have ſubſcribed fuch a 
League as they have now ſubſcribed, But we may remember what the Pro- 
phert Zephanieh minds us of, £4p. 3. 5. The unjuſt knowerb no ſoame, And 
therefore, notwithſtanding that theſe Confederates doe in all their courſes, 
eſpecially in their entering into this League and Covenanr, run contrary to 
the Examples and DoRtrine of all the moſt pious and religious Proteftants, 
that either this Church of ours,or any other of cheReformed Churches have 
beene honoured with ; yer they bluſh not to affirme, That they have in this 
at done according to the commendable pratiiſe of theſe King domes in for- 
mer times, and the example of Gods people in othey Nations ; So that I ſhould 
wrong both them and their Cauſe, if I ſhould not provoke them to name 
ſome ſuch prafti/e or example ; Wherefore my next Puere is, 

Quz&ks 6, \What one commendable prattiſe of theſe K ingdomes of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland ; |or what one example of Gods people in other 
Nations, can you inſtance in, when ever ſuch a League and Covenant as this 
was entered into or attempted ? 

If your great mavuadrs dua2ys Maſter Pryn be put to anſwer this Quere, 
we (hall have a yolume of In{tances preſently cited, and the Margines ſtuffed 
with Authors, whereof he never rcad page, more then their »gsces : nM 
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what inſtances ſhall they be ? why ach #s he produceth for the juſtifying 
ot the proceedings of the Parliament ; pradctites and examples of the worſt 
of times, and molt wicked of men ; which, it not tranſcended now, he re- 
putes ſuthcient warrant for whacſoever is done; as it not to be as rebellious, 
and impious as the worlt , were tn them to be as loyall and reltgious as the 
belt. And for ſuch commendable prefti/es and godly examples, I care not 
much, it I,to fave him the labour , furniſh you with one or two in our 
owne Kingdome, and as many in Forreine ; which, you may very well be 
thought-to have made your Patternes. The firſt commendable prattiſe and 

godly example , which you ſeeme to imitate in this bulinefſe , may be that 
Confederacy which many fſeditious Earles and Barons , together with di- 
vers of the (ergy and the Citre of London, entered into againit Hey, g. 

when act a Parliament holden at Oxford, thoſe fartes and Barexs, with the 

relt of their { #»federacy, propounded (as Speed out of other Hiſtorians re- 

lates it) ſandry rrayterows Articles ro the King, to Which they required his 
aflent, and then ruoke a ſolemne Oath ; That neither for life, nor death, nov 

love, nor hate, they would be drawne to relent in their purpoſe , till they had 

cleared England (5n which them/elves and their fore- fathers were borne) from 

UVpſtarts and Aliens, aud had procured landable Statutes, Bur befides all 

this, (faith Afarthew Weſtminſter) theſe turbulent Nobles bad a further plot; 
which was, That foure and twenty Perſons ſhould there be choſen ts have the 

whole Adminiſtration of the King and State, and the yearely appointment of 
all great Officers, reſerving to the King the higheſt place at Meetings , and 
Salutations of Honour in publique places. I choſe to inſtance in this League 
che rather, for thar | finde the ſedirtous rebellious prattiſes of thoſe times, 
urged by Maſter Pryn, for the vindicating the thameleſle infolencies, and 
treacherous conſpiracies of theſe. Another commenaable prefiiſe and godly 
exawple, which theſe Confederates may be conjeQured to have propoun- 
ded to themſelves, is likely to be that rebellious Contederacy in the North, 
in the reigne of Hes. $. of forty thouſand Ruſtichs, countenanced and en» 
couraged by divers of the Nobzlity, Gentry, and Cord called by thoſe Re- 
bels the Holy Pilgrimage, for that it was pretended for the preſervation of 
Religion, and defence of Holy Churches : for the better colouring whereof, 
their Banners were painted with the five wounds of our Lord , and upon 
their {leeves were writ the Name of the Lord. The prime Conſpirators 
publiſhed a Declaration of the cauſes and grounds of their riftrg and affocta» 
ting themſelves in that manner, as alſo of their intents and aimes ; which 
although ic be recorded in an old Northerne Diale&, yer it fuites fo well 
with the new Southerne Language of the times, that I could not forbeare 
tranſcribing a great part of it word for word ; Lords, Knights, Maſters, 
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Kin/men, and Friends, we perceive, &c. eAnd ſurther to aſcertaize you of 
the canſe of our ſaid Aſſemble and Pilgrimage, u this, Toat forſomach that 
ſuch ſimple and evill- diſpoſed perſons being of the Kings Connſell, hath noto- 
riouſly incenſed Hts Grace with many things, which be contrary to the faith of 
Ged , honour of the Kings Majeſtic, and the Common-wealth of this Rea/me ; 
and thrreby hath deftroyed and yet utterly intendeth to deſtroy the Church of 
England , and the Minifters of the ſame as ye hnow /o well 4s we: but alſo 
the [aid (ouncell hath robbed and ſpoyled, and further intendeth utterly to rob 
and ſpoyle the whole body of the Kings Rea/me, He, For thu Pilgrimage we 
have taken hyt for the preſervation of Chriſt; (hnrch, of thu Realme of Eng- 
land, the King our Soveraigne Lord, the Nobility, Barony, and Commons of 
the ſame; and to the intent to make Petition to the Kings Highneſſe for refor- 
mation of that which « amiſſe within thu hu Realme : and for puniſhment of 
Heretiques, and [ubverters of Lawes, and neither for money, malice, nor di/+ 
pleaſure to any perſon, but ſuch as be not worthy to remaixe neare the King 
okr Soveraigne Lords Perſon, ,eAnd further we know if ye ſhould obtaine, as 
ve treſt in &od yt ſball not, then ye put both us and you, your heires and ours 
3n bondage for ever : and further Je are ſure of the interdiftion of (hrifts 
curſe, and we cleare and ont of the ſame ; and if we overcome you, ye fuall be 
at our wills, &8. This Declaration they {econded with another of the like 
nature: and the better to draw on the rude multitude, forward enough of 
them(clves in any tumultuous and feditious enterpriſe, they ſet forth in wri- 
ting certaine flanderous untruths againſt che King t and to tye the people 
faſt, when they had gotten hald of chem; as alſo to caſt the more ſpecious 
luſtre to dazle the eyes of others, they framed an Oath or Covenant 1n theſe 


 termes, Ye ſhall not enter into thu our Pilgrimage of grace for the Commons 


wealth , but onely for the love that you dee beare unto Almighty God , hu 
faith, and to the holy Conurch Militant, the maintenance thereof to the pre- 
ſervation of the Kings Perſon, Hu Iſſue, to the purifying of the Nobility, and 
ro expulſe all villaine bleud,and evill Councellors againſt the Common wealth, 
from Hu Grace and the Privy Counſell of the ſams ; and that ye ſhall not en- 
ter into our ſaid Pilgrimage fer no particulay profit to your felfe, ner to doe no 
eliſpleaſure to no privy perſon, but by Councel! for the Common- wealth , nor 
ay, nor wrurdey for no envy ; but in your bearts put away all feare and dread, 
and take afore you the ('roſſe of Chriſt, and in your hearts bu faith, the reſti« 
rution of the Church, the ſuppreſſion of theſe Hereticks, and their optuions, by 
ell the whole contents of thu bookg. Theſe two commendable prattiſes of 
191 Kingdowe | am torced to grant you, they being of ſo neare reſemblance, 
$ Will convince any man, that they were the very fcule Copies which you 
haye printed by 3 onely there were Brſbops in both theſe ay” L 
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which had there beene in this, it might have chanced to have ſaved their 
order from vowed extirpation. . Yeilding you therefore rheſe two; I look 
our further to ſee what Gods people (as you for your owne credit (lile 
them) have for your example ated in Forreigne Nations : and calting an 
eje upon the Hiſtorie of Germany, I finde there a molt rare preſitent of a 
Learne (0 like to this of yours, that he that ablerves both cannot but 
judge them the ſweec Babies of one father : vis. The Confederacy of the 
eAnabapiſts, Anno 15235, when (to uſe Sleidans owne words, ib. 4- 
Comment,) throngh Suevia , and that part of Germany which {yeth neare 
to Danubius, there aroſe a ſecond ftorme of the colmmon ſort of people 4= 
gainſt ſome of their Eccleſiaſticall Governewrs, - At which time they en» 
tred into an eAſſociation with an Oath and ( ovenant , pretending 
principally theſe ewo cauſes ; That they wonld defend the Dottrine of 
the Goſpel, and free themſelver from ſervitude, And to that purpoſe 
they agreed upon tweive Articles or Demands (our Confederates have re- 
duced their Articles to halfe that number, but what they come ſhort in 
number, they make up in weight and meaſure.) The firit whereof was (as 
Sleidan records them, lib. 5, Comment.) That they would chooſe the Minie 
fter i ef the Church, which ſhould preach the Word of God purely witkout any 
mixture of hamane Ordinances. The ſecond, That they wonld pay noTithes, 
except of Corxe ,, and thoſe 10 be diſtributed, as good men ſhould thinke fit , 
partly to the Minifters of the Church, partly to the poore, and partly to pube 
ligne uſes, Therelt of their Articles were about Liberties and Priviledger, 
Taxes and Mulits, 2nd other matters of the Common: wealth. Ar brit, 
they publiſhed their Demands with ſome. moderation, profeſling that «sf 
they erred or were miſtaken, they would not be obſtinate, But afterwards 
they betooke them to their Armes in very great numbers, and with moſt 
bloudy reſolutions, infomuch that in Swevza and Franconia no lefle then 40 
thouſands of them were up in Armes at one time ; and there they deſtroyed 
a great part of the Nobiluty, tooke and fired many Forts and Caſtles, and 
made a miſerable ſpoyle where e're they came ; ſo that in one Summer 
there were (laine (as the ſame Hiſtorian relates } in the judgement of thoſe 
thar judged leaſt fifty rhowſand in that Warre. And of all theſe Commoti» 
on<,and bloud- ſhed, ſome outragious Preachers were the chiefe occaſion ; 
the principall whereof was Thomas IMuncer, who began at firſt to teach 
not onely againſt the B:/bop of Rome , but alſo againſt Luther, ſaying , thas 
beth their DoFrines were vitious and impure, that Luther indeed bad looſed 
the bonds of Rome, but did offend on the contrary by indulging too much ; and 
did not deliver thoſe things which were of the Spwit, By theic an1 ſome ſuch 
like Doctrines , pleafing 10 the peoples oo » be and ſome other Ow 
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Bl:ad-thirfly Preachers (they! are Sleidans awne words) ſeduced muit;- 
rudes to joyne with them 2: and finding them({elvesto be of ſome ſtrength, 
then they declzred, that their ayme was to kill wicked Princes, that other 
new Rulers and Aagiſtrates might be placed wn their roomes. I dare not 
trace that Anabapriſticall Confederacte, or the Contrivers of it any turther, 
for feare of treading upon ſome bodies heeles , that will ſcarce forbeare 
kicking : but if any would heare more of them, let thzm read on the Story 
in the Author before named, from whom 1 have borrowed thus much of ir, 
and when they have runne it through , they will goe nigh to doubt, whe- 
ther that learne Hiltoriographer d1d nota while play rhe Prophertick Poet, 
and write En3{avds Tragicall Contederacy, onely laying the Scene in Ger- 
many, One example more and then, I thinkeT have fo fitted your League, 
that all your Divines Aſliſtants can ſcarce match it better. The exampl; 
which I intend you, is one of the prime examples , by ail circumſtances, 
which your ſelves intended, when you were pleaſed to ({tcope fo low as to 
alleadge example for what ye had reſolved on, namely that League in 
France, which for the pretended farRtity and holinefle of the Confederates 
aymes and ends, had te hap t9 anticipate that name, which otherwife que« 
ſtionleſſe this Contederacy of [yours had gloried in, The Holy League. That 
Leagne was iirlt hatclir (as Fohn de Serres in his Generall Hiſtory of Fraxce 
reports) in an Afemb!;, that thought themſelves almoſt as holy, as learned, 
as wiſe, and as legally called, as cur new eAſſembly, the Councell of Trent : 
but [ take it now from that canception, delivery, and growth which it had 
in Paris, the Metropolis of France, in Henry the thirds raigne,and about the 
yeare of our Lord 1584. Where, when the Conſpirators had blowne up 
the fire of ſedttion ſo high, that the people began to zalke contempribly of 
the King, diſgraceing Him in all companies, ſome few of the Arch-Leaguers, 
whereet the moſt were of the C/ergy of Parts, prevailed with ſome of the 
chiefe Citiz+1r, ro erelt a petty Conncell, who tooke the charge of the ſuxteexe 
quarters of the Citic and Smburbs to pratiiſe all they could apen the people, 
end to entertaine thers with diſceurſes grounded upon the malice of the time, 


fall of Schiſme, Hereſie, and Tyranny, Thu petty Conncel brought their des 


liberations and projefts to the Grand Conneell , which conſiſted of Doftoxrs , 
Crrates, Preachers, and other men of marke. Then having made a preat 
brothey-hood, and finding themſelves trons, they advertiſe the Duke of the 
affettion of the good Catholikes of Paris, and their zeale to the preſervatios 
of Religion and the rooting out the contrary, and the ruine of Tyranny, Thers 
Conferres with the brother-hood , and they enter into a mutuall Oath : and 
then the moſt ſattions are ſent to the Townes and Provinces of the Realme with 
good infirwttiony, to joyre new ( onfederates to their body, under a pretence to 
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$7ht apainft Heyefie and Tyranny, Then , faith the fame Hiſtorian , (te 
whoſe words I have and ſhall keepe as cloſe as poſlivly I can) Then might 
we have ſeenc the chiefe Pillars overthrowne that ſupport a Prince, love and 
authority ; and hatred and contempe to (upply their places, The Preachers 
publiqnely in all places termed the King a Tyrant, and favourer of Hereticks, 
The people did applaud them,and from this deadly hatred, which they had cone 
ceived againſt the King hy Councell, and Favenrites, (þ1 ung that fury which 
48 ſoone after diſperſed over the whole body of France. The chiefe of the 
League gove out , that the K ing meanes to arme , and to employ the K me of 
Navarres Forces againſt them, They ſceke to prevent him, and to thut ment 
they ſend forth many Commiſſions ; «nd leaſt any ſhould controule them they 
cloake them with the Kings name : which they maintaine themſelves to be al- 
lowed to doe, it being done for H:s CMajeſties ſervice, The King diſavowes 
them, and forbids all levies ef men of Warre, To juſtifie themſelves and thriy 
13/ing, they publiſh certaine motives , as, That there are Forreigne Forces to 
enter into France ſpeedily, That there u great abuſe in proviſion of Offices, in 
the leavies of money, and in the invention of exceſſive Impoſts. That the AMi- 
ions of the { ourt, abuſing the K ings name and bounty, krepe the Princes and 
Noblemen that are truly Cathlik- from all acceſſe to Hu Majeftic. That 
:ey brave the Nobility, diſpoſe of Governments m favour of their followerg, 
wafſt the treaſure, oppreſſe the people , and reſtraine the liberty of Fuſtice, and 
rune the ( lergy, cc. Then they declare, That theſe juft motions and the 
{uddenneſle of the miſthieſe bad thruſt them into Armes ; the ſmall credit they 
had with the King affording them no other meanes to let hmm underftand their 
complaints, And an the end they proteff, That their taking Armes! was onely 
to reſtore the Church of God to ber true and ancient dignity, mnder the exerciſe 
of one Religion throughout the Realme and Common-wealth , To yeſtore the 
Wobility ro their honour and freedome ; To eaſe the people of extraordinary 
charges, invented fince the reigne of Charles the ninth, and not to employ the 
money leavyed thereby, but for the Kings ſervice; To require the King to 
chaſe from Corrs ſuch as abuſed hu favonr and authority, &c. All this they 
backe with a Proteſt ation, aud vow nct to lay downe armes untill their Pro 
poſition be fully executed ; and that His Alajeſtie bad prevented the danger, 
the ſeare whereof made them to take Armes, Theſe falſe impulſions wouder- 
fully inceuſed the people : but when as they talked to them of complotments 4- 
gainft their Religion, as to chaſe away both CMaſſe and Prieſt out of thes 
Kingdome, they tooke the words of thoſe paſſionate men that told them ſo for 
Oracles of truth : «And then they preſſe to enter into the League, ſuch 4s de» 
manded nothing but Change, Bankrupts, Men indebted, Malefators, wicked 
and notorious Perſons, The King in the meane time made no Warte but by 
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writing, thinking by milde and gentle termes to pacifie them that ſpeaks too 
proudly, cc. I would willingly goe on wrh the reſemblance, bur that 
methinkes [ heare (ome of our 7 ribwnes interrupting me, as thoſe Lawyers 
did our Saviour, when he bear his ſpeech againſt the Scribes, Phariſees, 
and Hypocrites , Luke 11. 48, Thus ſayirg, them reproacheft u alſo, And 
yet that cavill had nor ſtopt my pen , as ir 41d not then my bleſicd S3viours 
mouth ; had I not beene contident that that which ts tranſcribed, is enough 
to render vilible to every eye,that never was egge laid more like to egge,or 
bird hatcht inore like to bird, then Emg/ands Solemmne League to France's Holy 
League. Theſe are the foure Chariot wheeles whereon you have mounted 
this Solemne League, which you drive on thus furioutly. And where {uch 
commendable prattiſes at home , and ſuch laudable examples of Goas people 
abroad are the wheeles, your owne rebellious lults the horſes, and ſelte- 
will the Charioteer , to hurry on your defigne, it mult needs ke thought, 
that you reſolved upan it after mature deliberation, But becauſe I would 
not have you to exceed the moſt wicked , by flattering your ſelves mm your 
owne ejes,not onely until, but after your abhominable iniquity u found ont 
I hereby provoke all your Mar /hals, Whites, Nies, Palmer-wormes, Bridges, 
pendent, dependent, or ind:pendent, to name one tolerable pras/e of any of 
theſe three Kingdomes, (much lefls can they ſhew any of all three, as this 
hypocriricall introduRion boldly afferts) or any one example of Gods people 
in any other Nation whatfocyer , that ever attempted the like League or 
Covenant ; and when I ſee that made good, it I doe ngt {oberly and fairely 
give my reaſons to the contrary, I ſhall be willing (which as yet I tremble 
tothinke on) to reſigne up all the reaſon T have to their will, and ſubſcribe 
to this Le«gwe with them. In the meane while I earneſtly beſeech all thofe 
that doe lift up their hands (as they in their new abuſe of an old honourable 
Ceremony exprefle themſelves) to the molt high God, and ſweare to this 
League,that they would indeed conſider that that God moſt hizh, to whom 
they lift up their hands and ſweare, 1s ſuch a God as throughly knowes both 
what their hands and hearts are ; what hypocrite there 1s in theſe, what 
wickedneſſe in thoſe , what: bloul1 in both. And therefore , whatſoever 
they pretend for their taking this Solemne League and Covenant, and with 
what ſanRity or ſolemnity ſoever they defire to diſguiſe it. Let them re- 
member what the Prophet 7/azah onee told the like Confpirators (if there 
ever were the like) cap,59. verſe 5,6,7,8. They hatch (ockatrice egges, and 
weave the Spiders web : he that eateth of their egges dyeth, and that which us 
er#ſbcd breaketh ont into a Viper. Their webs ſhall not become garments, nti- 
ther ſhall they cover themſelves with their worker : their workes are workes of 
#2/qui1J, 6nd the at3 of vielencs #4 in their hands, Their fers runne to _—_ 
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and they make haſt to ſhed innocent blond : their thoughts are thoughts of inz< 
quity ; waſting and deftruttion are in their paths The way of peage they know 
not, and there uu no judgement in their 701ngs: they have made them crooked 
paths, whoſorver goeth thirein ſhall wht now peace. 1 might go on with the 
Prophet, but that | have undertaken only the dsſcovery of theſe Conſpirators 
$145uity and hypocrifie, not the deſcription of our owne ſufferings and mi- 
ſery. And to perfect that I come art laſt to the laſt particular, The matter 
of the League, or the League it ſelfe, 

This League is compounded of (ix Articles. A well choſen number for 
thole fix bloudy Arricles ſake, ſet cn foot in Hexyy the cighth his dayes, 
and revived in Qucen AMaries, only, they were ſuppoſed to have been 
framcd by one Stephen,s Biſhop; theſe by one Stephen,a Presbyrer, men 0= 
therwile of like fiery ſpirits and foule bulkes ; they- had the conſent both of 
the Kingand che ewo Houſes of Parliament, theſe neither of King nor Pay« 
lament, but of Houſes three or toure at lealt ; they coſt the lives of many 
hundreds ina few yeares, thete are like co coſt (it the Contrivers thereof 
and their Confederates proſper ) the lives of mere thouſands within as few 
moneths. 

I ſhall examine each Article by it (cle, and all of them by the ſame rule 
by which the lalt impious Covexane was examined and found to be moſt 
impious ; namely, that rule which Jeremiah preſcribes as the rule of all 
Oaths and Covenants cap. 4+ ver/. 2. Thow halt [meare, the Lord leveth,in 
Truth, in Iudgement, and in Righteonſneſſe. 

According to which preſcribed limits of a lawfull Oath, I begin with the 
examination of the firſt Article, 

ARTICLE 1, | 

Qu=#xrs 1.] How can we ſwearc intruth, fincerely and really to" exe 
deaveur the preſervation of the Reformed Religion in the Church of Scotland, 
in Dottrine, Wor ſhip, Diſcipline and Government : When, 1. Not one of a 
thouſand, nay of ten thouſand, knowgs what the DoArine, Worſpip, Diſci- 
pline and Government of the Church of Scotland #4. 2. Such is the Do@rine, 
Wor foip, Diſcipline and Government of the Church of Scotland, that if the 
moſt zealoufly affeRed to this Covenant did bur ſeriouſly conſider ſome 
particulars, that this generall Bond tics them unto ; they would be as une 
willing to take it themſelves, as they arc unconſcionable in forcing others 
to take It : there being divers things in the Dorine, Wor dip, Diſcipline 
and Government of the Church of Scotland, which are as contrary to the 
fancies ind fantafticall opinions of thele Humoriſts, as what they woſt 
diſtaſt inthe Doftrine, #or/oip, Diſcipline and Government of the (hurcb of 


England, 
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FuzRE 2.] How can any, cither they of Seotlana or we of Evnp. 
Herd, tweare in juigement and righteouſnefſe to sndeavony to preſerve the 


1 Diſcipline, Worſhip, and Government of the Church of Scot{and (which muſt 


nec<ds be underſtood according to the preſent Orders and Forms, and other 


| Rites and Ceremonies now cltabliſhed in thac Chureh ) when the Church 


of Scotland her felfe in her pubhque Confeſſion, eAvric. 26, acknowledgeth, 
thac they doe not thinke, That the ſaid Government in all things, or the ſame 
Oraer in every {ceremony or Right, can be conftunted for all Ages, for al 
ties, and for all places: but that they may be changed, ce, Belides, if we 
regard r>e true proper enas vt Diſcipline and Government in a Church, 
which are the corre&ing and |ſupprefling of Vice, and the incouraging of 
Vertue, the avoyding confulton, and the preſerving of decency and order ; 
we doe not ſee any ſuch extraordinary happy fruits of the preſent Dsſcipline 
and Government of that Church, that ſhould invite usro ſweare the perpee 
tuity of it. For your ſatisfaQion herein, inquire into the lives and man- 
ners, the &delity, picty, chaſtity, and civility of that Nation. ; 
Qu£4RE 3-] What if the King, Parliam-nt, and Aﬀembly of Sco:- 
land, ſhould thinke fit toalter' any thing in the Worſhip, Diſcipline, and G o« 
vernment of that Church, {as foxgmerly they have, and may againe, by their 
owne confeſſion, moſt juſtly, if there be cauſe ?) are tot all that take thig 
Covenant bound, (fo farre as an unlawfull Oath can bind) to indeavour the 
contrary ? and whar imitchicte.may this produce to both Kingdomes ? 


Qu#R=E 4. ] In what truth or cquity can we, either of this Nation 


\ or that, ſweare to indeavour the preſervation of the Reforawed Religtow in the 


Chureb of Scotland, in Dottrine, Worſbip, &c. and at the fame time, with 
che ſame breath, ſweare to infeavour the Reformation of Religion 5n the 
Ksngdomes of England and Ireland, when we acknowiedge in the Intro- 
duRion to this Oath, that the Reformed Religion in ali the three King= 
domes, is oxe and the ſawe, whereas if it be one and the ſame, certainly, if 
itrequire Reformation in the once Kingdome, it muſt needs require it inthe 
other. 

Qu=«KR8 5. | In what Judgement or rightecuſnefſe can we . that 
profciſe our felvesto be of the Religion eſtabliſhed in the Church of Eng- 
land, ſwearc the indeavouring the Reformation thereof 3» DoRrine, when 
ſo to ſweare preſuppoſeth and implyeth ſome notorious, palpable, knowne 
errours and corrup:1ons in | that DoQqtrine, which nced Reformation ? 
Whereas the Dotrine of the Church of Exg/and, hath beene ſo eſtabliſhed 
and approved by the Lawes of this Kingdome, and by the Synods, Convo- 
cations aud Aﬀemblies of the Reverend, Learned and Religious Divines 
of this Kingdome from time to time, and hath becae ſubſcribed unto, = 
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that ex anime, (as every One hath profcſſed ) tobe agreable tothe word of 
God, by all that have taken upon them any cure of ſoules or entred into 
facrcd Orders, as alſo, hath beenc propugned and maintained; by the moſt 
eminently Learned, avd deveutly Religious Divines, that have lived fince 
the Reformation againſt all Papiſts, Anabaptiſts, Browniſts, and all other 
oppoſers and Iimpugners whatſoever, even tq the {caling of chat truth, 
which chey have detended, with the lofſe ef their bloud. Againe, whatan 
infamous brand of Levity, inconſtancy, and infidelity, will this be to all our 
Clergy eſpecially, who have againe and againe ſubſcribed to rhe DoRtrine 
of the Church of Exglard, to be agrecable to the Word of God, now to 
ſubſcribe that it is ſuch Doctrine as 1s not agreeable co that Word, but 
needs Reformation to make it fo ? And what a wourd will this be to alt 
thoſe mens conſciences, that tooke the laſt Proteſtation, (if their conſci« 
ences be capable of wounding} that they ſhould now ſweare to Reforme 
that DoArine, which they thea ſware to maintaine and defend? Laftly, 
To fwearc us to indcavour a Reformatzon of our Religzon in Dottroxe, and 
not to name any on? point, wherein our Dottrine needs Reformation, (a- 
vours (o {trongly of the Leaven of Rowes Dottrine of implicite Faith, and 
blind obedicmce, (the greateſt Tyranny overh:as conſciences, that 1 know 
that Church guilty of ) chat all chat are true Proteſtants, cannot but ab- 
horre it. 

QuE=x«t 6.] What doe they meane by the Reformation of Relighon 
» the Kingdomes of England, cc. in Dottrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Go« 
vernment ? For the laſt of the foure, viz, the Reformation of the Govern- 
ment of the Church of England and Ireland, they havein the next Article 
fully deelared what they intend thereby ; Namely, the Exr3ypation thereof. 
And therefore the Dot#r5ne, Worſvip, Diſcipline and Government of the 
Church, being all joyntiy {worne to be Reformed, we have juſt cauſe tos 
{uſpeR, that chey intend joyntly to extirpate them all. 

Qu£4RE 7, | We would faine know, if we had once ſworne (astoo 
many have) ro Reforme our Religion eſtabliſhed in the Church of Enpland, 
in D7rine, Worſhip, & co oOctere we have any other Dottrine, Worſhip, &c. 
agreed upon, and ſetled amongſt us, what Anſwer could we make to any 
that ſhould aske us of what Religion we are ? It we ſhould ſay, weare of 
the Proteſtant Religion, or of the Reformed Religion, or the like, they 
would demand of us further, where ſhall we read, or how otherwiſe ſhall 
we come to know, what Dorine, or what Worſhip ot God, what Diſci- 
Pline, or what Government in Gods Church, ye profefſe and hold ro ? and 
what conld we returne to this? Jf we ſhould fay, that we profeſſe and 
adhere to that Dottrine, Worſbip, &'ce which is eſtabliſhed in the _— 
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of Englend. Inthis,our preſent Oath would confute us : For that we have 
thereby diſclaimed that Poftrine, Worſhip, &c. as being ſuch, as we wiilno 
longer profeſſe and ſubmit unto}, but will indeavour to Reforme. If we 
ſhould name any other particular Church, and ſay that we are of the Re- 
formed Religion of Scorland, Geneve, Belgia, Helvetia, &c. In that alſo 
would this preſent Oath wirneſle againſt us : For that we ſweare onely to 
reforme our Religion in Dofrine, Worſhip, &e. a8 it is eſtabliſhed in our 
owne Churches of England and Irelavd, but doe not profeſſe ro conforme 
in Doftrine, Worſhip, Fc» to any other particular Church whatſoever x 
Beſides, if we had named any particular Church, to whom we would con- 
forme in Dotrine, Worſhip, 5, Our Oath is but promiſſary, and ſo would 
gcclare bur what Religion we reſolve to be of tor the future, not what we 
are of for the preſent. ; 

Qu#xs 8, ] Whereas we are to {weare to indeavour a Reformation 
of Religion, in the K ingdomes of England and Ireland, 5» Doftrins, Wor- 
ſhip, Cc. according to the Word|of God, and the examples of the beſt reformed 
Churches. We defire firſt to know, who ſhall judge, what is according to 
the Word of God ; and what is nor: If it be left roevery particular mans 
judgement, that taketh this Govenant, we conceive, the Anabaptiſt will 
judge his Religion to be according to the Word of God, the Browniſt his, 
the Papiſt his, and we hope, that we, of the Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed 
in the Church of £»g/and, ſhall be able, beyond and againſt them all, to 
maintaine ours to be fo indeed: And what a pretty Reformation then ſhall 
we all indeavour, ſeverall men indeavouring ſeverall Reformations, con- 
trary to each other ? If we muſt in this caſc ſubmit to the judgement of 0+ 


' thers, we would willingly know,before we ſweare foto ſubmit, who they 


are at leaſt, to whoſe judgements we muſt ſubmir, if nor the particulars 
wherein. Secondly, we would willingly know, which are the beſt Re- 
formed Churches, whoſe examples we mult ſweare to 1mitate, and who 
ſhall determine them ſo tobe. | If chey would haveusto underſtand by the 
beſt Reformed Churches, the Church of Scor/and, and che Church of Ge» 
weva:; We cannot but wonder, why they are not named, unlefle it be (as 
doubtlefle ir is) co make this Covenant to be {wallowed the glibber, by 
lcaving the intended Reformation to be {worne unto in ſuch a latitude, that 
every one may hope, that that Reformed Church, to whoſe Define, 
Worſhip, cc. be moſt inclines,; will be repated one of the beſt, Whereas, 
if they had named any Reformed Churches , multitades might have 
thought the Doftrine, Worſhip, &c. of other Reformed Churches to be 
better, and ſo have refuſed to fweare to reforme according to the examples 
of thole Churches, which they had named. And ſccing they have named 
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no Churches, but Jeave us to ſweare co reforme according to the examples 
of the beſt Reformed Churches ; our conſctences telling us, that our owne 
Church of England, as it is reformed and eftabliſhed, is already ſo well re. 
tormed, both in Dotrixe, WorſSip, &c. as no Reformed Church in the 
World isbetter, (as we are able and ready to make good againſt all gain= 
{layers) we canner but apprehend it an iafufferable impoſition upon our 
con(ciences, to require us to ſweare to reforme that in our Church accor- 
ding ro the example of the beſt Reformed Churches, which weare aſſured 
u->0n good grounds is already fo retormed, as may well be anexample for 
all other Retormed Churches to imitate, Thirdly, we, that know the Po. 
fi:tions and Maximes of the chicfe Contrivers of this League, cannot bur 
wonder, how they forget themſelves ſo much ; as, baving named the 
W ord of God, as the rule of their intended Reformation,not ro ſtop there, 
but to joyne therewith, the examples of the beſt Reformed Churches ; 

they diſclaiming nothing more, then the following of any example, cither 

i! D oftrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, or Government of the Church, further then 

what is found expreſly in Gods Word : All examples and praQtiſcs beſides, 

being (as they phraſe them) bur humane inventions, and not to be admit» 
ted, much lefle imitated in Gods Church, - | 

Qu £Rs 9.7] In what cquity caneither we of this Kingdome ſweare 
to indeavour the preſervation of the Doftrine, Wor ſhip, & c, of the Church of 

Scotland, or they of the Kingdome of Scorland {weare to indeavony the Ren 
formation of the Dottrine, Worſvip, &c. of the Charch of E neland « When 
we oughtnot to intrade or interimeddle with the common atfaires, much 
leſſe the Ecclefiaſticall of their Kingdome, nor they with the affaires of 
ours, unleſſe the King and Parliaments of borh doe firtt conſent and call us 
thereunto? And to {weare thus to intrude and intermed:{lc without that 
fall conſent and calling, is, as much as in us lyeth, to bind over both King= 
domes to the emvroyling cthemſclves in Warres and tumaltuous inſurre- 
&ions upon every ſmall occafion ; as, upon the obſerving or not obſerving 

ſuch an1 (uch formes of Yr foip, Diſcipline, an Government, ſuch and ſuch 

O:d:rs and Rites, or whacſozver any confid:ravle party in either King= 

dome ſhall adjudge fit to be preſerved in one Kingdome, or reformed un 
the other. 

'QuE4RE 10. ] Howcan we {weare in judgement an righteouſneſle, 
That we ſhall indeaveur to bring the Churches of God in the three Kingdomen 
10 the neareſt conjuntion and uniformity mw Religion, confeſnon of Faith, forme 
of Church-Government, Direftory for Worſvip and ( mecbiſing : When as 
firſt we cannot underſtand the termes of this part of this Article, ſo asto 
make ſcaſe of them. Secondly, fo _ as we doc underſtand their rw 

| they 
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. they appeare tous void of all reaſon, as i ſhall preſcntly demonſtrate, be. 
gioning firſt with che noneſenſe of theſe terms. Firſt, what is meant by the 
deareſt Conjunttion in Religion, Confeſſion of Favch, &c. or how ſhall we 
know, when the Churches in the three Kingdomes are the neareſt conjoyn- 
cd,that ſo we way know,when onr promite will be at an end, or whether ir 
muſt not be an everlaſting promiſe. Secondly, whar is the neareſt ani/orms. 
23, and how comes uniformity to be capable of diverſity of degrees, when 
things that differ more or lefſe in forme, cannot be truly ſaid to be of one 
forme. Thirdly, what doe they mcane by Dzre&ory for WorÞip, &c. Doe 
they intend thereby ſome cſtablithed ſet rule for publique Prayer, admi- 
niſtration of the Sacraments, and other parts of Gods Worſhip and Ser- 
vice? believe me, then they did wiſely 19 expreſſing their meaning in ſuch 
an unwonted phraſe, for otherwiſe their Covenant, for this very clauſe 
fake, wouldnever have been indured by thouſands, that were moſt greedy 
in fwallowing it. And here 1 cannot but {mile to thinke, how hard the 
"0; contrivers of this {olemne League were put ro it to find a Title for their 
# # new intended forme of Worſhip : Th:y durſt not for their cares, thoſe 
Bt that had any,call it a (ct forme of Service or publique Prayers and admini- 
ſtration of the Sacraments : That had come too neare the Title of the Eng. 
liſh Common- Prayer Booke, and rather then they will mzke uſe of that 
Proteſtant Title, or come neare it, they choſe rather to borrow a compleate 
Popiſh Title, from Par/ons, or Radford, or Peter ( amw, or {ome other of 
thatRemijfh Rabble, (tor | cannot recall any other that ever uſcd that Title 
but them) and gall it a Direfory for Worſhip, cc. But how yer to make 
fenſe et bringing the Churches of God,ef6. to the neareſt Conjunition and Va 
»iformity ou Direttory for Worſhip, cc. is pat my $kill, And fo much tor 
the non-ſenſe of theſe words, a litthe of therr non-equity. What an unjuſt 
and unrcaſonable thing it is, for us of the Churches of England and Ireland, 
or thoſe of the Church of Scer/ard, to ſwearc that we will sndeavoar to 
bring the (hurches of Goa tn the three Kingdomes, tothe neareſt Conjunttion 
and Oniformity in Religion, (onfe fron of Faith, forme of Church. Govern« 
went, &c, When the Church of Scorland hatha good while ſince amongſt 
themſelves, ſolemnly Covenanted, and {worne intheir Covenant, ſwb/cri- 
beqd ar Edenborough, Arvo Dom. 158%, That they will perſever in the Do- 
&rine and Diſcipline of their Church, and that they will according to their 
calling and power defend the ſame all the dayer of their life, wnder paine of all 
the Curſes in the Law, and wpon the hazard of body and ſonle in the day of 
F. the dreadfull Fudgement, So that to make good this part of this preſent 
bi. League, of bringing the Churches of God inall threy Kingdomes to 4 nearer 
' gonjuncFion and uniformity m confeſrion of Faub, and Diſcipline, then they 
are 
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are already in,cither they of the Church of Scotland muſt recede from their 
former Vow and Covenant in altering their DoRrine and Diicipline, to 
bring it nearer to ours of che Churches of Exmg/end and Ireland, or clle we 
of the Churches of England and [v:land, muſt wholly yeeld up and ſubmic 
our Dorine & Diſcipline to be altered according to theirs of the Church 
of ſcotland, both which ſeeme very unjuſt and unreaſonable, eſpecially 
without any neceſſary and indiſpenſible cauſe ſhewed why either ſhould be 
dons : for why may not the Churches of God in the three Kingdomes, ſtill 
retaine their (everall diſtin confe{lions of Faith, and formes of Wor« 
fhip, &c. which they have ever retained (ince their ſeverall Reformations 
eo this preſent, arid that not with a few or ſmall bleſſings from God attend» 
ing them, as others of his approving the ſame ? why thould we ſweare to 
ro2 our Churches of ſuch juſtifiable and honourable liberry, which God 
hath ever indulged his Churches in ſeverall Kingdomes ? Or if we muſt 
have but one (onfeſſion of Faith, and Forme of Worſhip 5c. in all three 
Kingdomes, why ihoald not ours of the Church of Exgland, be thought ay 
worthy, to be that one, as theirs of the Church of Scerland ? Ours had the 
honour to be publiſhed rothe World and approved by other Reformed 
Churches, divers yeares before theirs ſaw light, and hath, fince the pabli- 
cation of both, had the approbation of more learncd and religious men by 
farre then cver theirs had. 


= M2. ah - ditoh 


ARTICLE IT. 


Qu#xKks 1.] What isto be underſtood by endeavonrang the extirpae 
t50n of Popery and Prelacy wwthout reſpetÞ of perſons ? Mult there be no re- 
ſpect or regard had to any perſcous whatſoever that are ether Papiſts or 
Prelaticall ! muſt they be all rooted onr, that will not renounce their Poe 

ery and their Prelacy ? muſt they be all alike dealt with ? have they all 
offended alike ? eximine them and their ations throughly, and then judge 
whether this Oath be juſt or nor ? And, it all Papiſts be rooted out of theſe 
three Kingdomes, without reſpe had to any, what fhall become of the 
Proteſtants in France and other Kingdomes ? 'tis worth the conſidering, for 
other Kin»domes can extirpate as well as we. 

Qu£4RE 2. ] Whether doe theſe termes without yeſpett of perſons, re- 
ferre onely to Popery and Pre/acy, or to all the reſt mentioneg with them, 
viz, Hereſce, Superſtition, Schiſme,e+c ? if tothe former onely,the partiality 
is t00 palpable, if to the lacter alſo, let theſe Covenanters looke to them= 
ſelves, they being ſo truly guilty, mujtirudes of them, of the moſt abomu= 
nable of all theſe crimes here ſpecified, 

Qu4R# 3. ] With what colourable pretence cicher of judgement 
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or righteouſnefſe can we of this Kingdom: (weare to root out Prelacy, that 
& Charch-Government by Arch- Biſhops, Biſhops, &+c. When 

Firſt, the Church ctCzod was govern:d by Biſhops in the Apoſtles time, 
and Timothy and Tits by name, were Biſhops; as alſo the ſeven Angels of 
the ſeven Churches of 4/4, (unto whom Saint Fohn in his Revelation wes 
commanded to write) were fo many 1ndividuall Biſhops or Prelares in 
theſe Churches. 

Secondly, immediatly after the Apoſtles time, all the Chriſtian Chur- 
ches univerially maintained Epiſcopall jurisditon, and fo from time ro 
rime have generally done ever fince. And the moſt ancient Fathers in the 
Primitive tunes, held Epifcopacy to be of Apoltolicall Inſtitution and Di= 
vine Right, 

Thirdly, never any before eAeriws did condemne Epiſcopacy, as in it 
ſelfe unlawftull, nor yer did ever any afrer him, till ſome few in this latter 
Age, and both «Aerius and his tellowes have for that Do&rine been con- 
demned from time to time, by the moſt famous Divincs of the Reformed 
Churches, as well as by others,of other Churches. 

Fourthly, all the Proteſtant Churches of former times, and the moſt re= 
nowned Divines in thoſe Churches, have both juſtificd che Governmen: 
of the Church by Biſhops robe lawtull, and have defired to be governed 
by that Government, rather then by any, diſclaiming their fury and mad- 
neſſe, that have declaimed againſt it. And the farre greater part of the Re 
formed Churches are to this day governed by Biſhops, or by Superinten- 
dents, which are equivalent to Biſhops at leaſt, area Prelacy above Preſ- 
byters. 

"Fifthly, Biſhops, number for number, have done and ſuffred more for 
the maintainance and defence of the truth, againſt Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, 
and other enemies thereof, then any one Order of men in the World : 1 
might go higher and ſay, then all the Orders of men beſides. I except 
from this comparifon only Chriſtian Emperours, Kings, and Soveralgne 
Princes. 

Sixthly,for the Government of this Church j© particular : I: is acknow- 
ledged by M', Fox At. Mon. Tow.1,p. 146.that in Eleutherins his time, 
Anno Dom. 180. when this Realme was firſt converted to Chriſtianity ; 
there were appointed in the fame, 3 Arch- Biſhops, and 28 Biſhops. And 
fince that time the Government of this Church by Arch-Biſhops, Bi- 
ſhops, &c. hath been further eſtabliſhed by Magna Charta, which bath 
been above thirty timescontirmed by Parliament, and by the Statute called 
Confirmatio Chartaruw, {till in force, it was ordained, thar all the Lawcs 
contrary tothat Charter ſhould be yoid : and char the Biſhops twice every 

yeare, 
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yeare, ſhould excommunicate all that did either doe or adviſe contrary to 
it. Beſides, it it be well cxamined, it will appeare that Arch-Biſhops an 
Biſhops had the greateſt hand of any SubjeRs in the procuring both the 
oranting and the coptirmation of that Charter, now the SubjeRs chiefe 
Birth-righr. 

Seventhly, the Government of this Church by Arch-Biſhops, Bi- 
ſhops, &c. is ſo interwoven with the Lawes of this Land, that if that Go« 
vernment ſhould be extirpate4, the whole frame of the Lawes muſt be new 
moulded, and that 1s no {mail perill to a State, 

Eighthly, the Kings Majeſty (as is acknowledged by himſelfe in his An- 
{wer to the third Remonſtrance of the Lords and Commons, ſay 26. 
1642. ) did at his Coronation moſt ſolemnly ſweare, to keep and confirme, 
to the Clergy by nafne, thoſe Lawes, Cuſtomes aud Franchiſes, granted une 
zo them by the glorious King Edward, according to the Lawes of God, &c, 
and to preſerve and maintaine to the Biſhops in particular, and to the Chure 
ches committed to their charge, all Canoncall priviledges, and due Law and 
Zuſtice, and that he would be their ProteFtor and Defender to his power, by 
the aſſiftance of God, as every King in hu K ingdome ought in right to defend 
the Biſhops and Churches under their Government, And as his Majeſty then 
ſware to maintaine and confirme the Government of this Church by Arch- 
- Biſhops, Biſhops, &c. ſo had he from his childhood been inſtruted by his 
Royall Father, concerning the excellency of that Government, and its 
{weet conſiſtency with Monarchy, beyond all other Church- Government 
whatſoever, and hath ſince ſeen enough by the happineſle of former times, 
and the miſcries of the preſent to indeare it to him, and to all his loyall Sub= 
Jes for ever, Witch what conſcience then, can we, that are his Majeſtics 
SubjeRs, ſweare to extirpate that Government, which his Majeſty bath fo 
folemnly ſworne to maintaine and confirme, and is perſwaded in his con- 
ſcience, ſoundly informed, that it is the beſt worthy of maintenance and 
defence, of any Government whatſoever? what were this but to ſweare 
our ſelves ito a perperuall Rebellion againſt our Soveraigne ? and not one» 
ly to deny him that Supremacy and Allegiance, which we have ſworne to 
him ; but to indeavonr to compell him to renounce bis proteRion and des 
tence of his peoples Lawes and Rights, which he hath ſworne to them, to» 
gether with his owne Judgement and Conſcience, perſwading him to the 
CONerarye 

Ninthly, as bis Majeſty hath {worne expreſly to maintaine and defend 
the Government of the Church by' Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, &c+- ſo have 
we his SubjeRs implicicly ſworne the ſame, as many of us, as have taken 
the Oaths of Supremacy, Allegiance, and the late Proteltation, For firſt, 
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His Majeſty having (worne fo folemn!y to maintaine and preſerve the pre. 
ſent Government of the Church by Arch- Biſhops, and Biſhops, &c. if any 
contempts or conſpiracies ſhculd (as now there are) be made againlt i; 
and now reſolving and indeavouring to make good that his Oath ; we are 
bound by our Oath of Allegiance to maintaine and defend his Majeſty to the 
urmoſt of our power, in his indeavouring to make good that his Oath of 
maintaining and preſerving that Government of the Church, and the rights 
and priviledges of thoſe Governours, againſt all thoſe conſpiracies and at» 
tempts. Secondly, we having (worne in our Oath of Supremacy, Thar the 
Kings Highneſſe is the onely Supreme of this Realme, as well in Spirituall 
and Eccteliaſticall things and cauſes, as Temporal! ; and that we hall to 
eur power aſſiſt and defend all Juriſdiion, Priviledge, Preheminence, and 
Authority, granted or belonging to the Kings Highneſle, &c. The govern 
ment of the Church by Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, &c, being ſuch an Ecclee 
faſticall thing and e2ule, as that, next ro the DoRrine of the Church, there 
1s not any Ecclefialticall thing or caufe of nearer concernment to the King 
and whole Kingdome, and the Regulating or ordering thereof, belonging 
to his Juriſdiction, Priviledge, Preheminence, and Authority, we are ob- 
liged by that Oath; not onely :o acknowledge his Majeſty to be the Fu- 
preme Governour in that thing and cauſe, but alſo ro our power aſſiſt and 
defend that Juriſdiction, Priyiledge, Preheminenee, and Authority : and not 
to aflay or indeavour ought concerning the altering, much leſſe the rooting 
out chart Government, without his conſent and approbation. Laſtly, we 
having (wore in our late Proteſtation, to maintaine and defend the DoQrine 
of the Church of Eng/and, again{t Popery, and one Article of that Doctrine, 
which the Papiſts mainly oppoſe, viz. Article 26, rogether with feverall 
other parts thereof. approving and juſtifying the Government of this 
Church by Arch- Biſhops, Biſhops, &c. It mult be granted, that we are by 
that Oath bound ſo farre to maintaine and defend that Government, as to 
approve and juſtifie the lawfulneſle thereof, both in its ſelfe, and in its con» 
ſtitution here among(t us. Belides we ſweare <xpreſly in the ſame Proteſta- 
tion, to maintaine and defend the lawfull Rizhts and Liberties of the Sub- 
jeR, and every perſon that made that Proteltation, &c. And therefore in 
that reſpect, untill we are convinced, either that Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, &c. 
are no SubjeRs, or that their right of governing this Church, is notlawtull; 
we are bound by that branch of that Oath, not onely. not to indeavour the 
extirpation of the Government of the Charch by them, bur to the utmoſt of 
our power, to maintaine and defend them in that their right of Gaverne 
ment, and every perſon that tooke that Proreſtation, in whatſoever he hath 
fince done, or ſhall kereafter doc, in the maintenance and defence thereof. 
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'Tenthly, to ſweare in judgement and righteouſneſſe, the extirpation of 
Church-Government by Arch-Biſhops, Bilhops, &c. requires in all thoſe 
that rake that Oath, certaine Knowledge, that Epiſcopacy is cither evill in 
it ſelfe, or at leaſt ſo the cauſe of evill, as carnot otherwile be prevented, 
and of ſo much evill, as cannot be borne, withont apparent diſhonour to 
God, and detriment to this Church and State. To attirme the former, that 
Prelacy, or Church.Government by «Areh- Biſhops, Biſhops, &c. is init ſelfe 
evill, (as this Article moſt blaſphemouſly ſeems to import, by ranking it a+ 
monegtt the worſt of evils, viz, Popery, Superſtition, Herefie, Schiſme,chc.) 
is not only to fall into the long fence condemned Hereſic of eAeriaw, but 
further to expoſe our Church it telfe, and all the profefled Members there- 
of, to ſcorne and contempt. For it Church- Government by Arch. Biſhops, 
Biſhopr, ec. beinitfſelfe untawhull, then the exerciſe of that Government, 
as the Ordination of Prieſts and Deacons, and the admiition of them to Pa« 
ſorall charges, by Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, &c. isunlawfull, and by cons 
ſequence the preaching of the Word, and the adminiſtration of the Sacra= 
ments, by thoſe Prieſts and Deacons ſo ordained and authorized, is alſo ug« 
lawfull. And who then of this Church can truly call himſelfe either a be- 
teever or a Chriſtian ? or who can blame cither Papiſts, Hereticks, Schiſ- 
maticks, or any other, for denying the Church of England to be a true 
Church ? If they ſhall ſay, that alchough the Government of the Church by 
Arch» Biſhops, Biſhops, &c, be not evill in it ſelte, yer it is, notoriouſly eyill 
in reſpe& of the inavoidable & inſuffcrable miſchicfe, which it cauſeth both 
to the Church and State wherein it is eſtabliſhed. 1 humbly and earneſtly 
beſcech them (as many as have not already plunged their ſouls inthar gulie) 
but to abſtaine from taking this Oath fo Jong, as till the greateſt Enemies 
to Epiſcopacy can give one inſtance towards the demonſtrating the truth of 
that Aſertion , and their owne ſouls fhall blefſe them for that abſtinence, 
whenſoever they ſhall recover out of their preſent Lerhargie. Burt ſuppoſe 
ſome Biſhops ſhould have done more milchiefe to this Church and State, 
then any dare undertake to anſwer for, or themſelves can make amends for, 
what is that to thereſt of that ſacred Order, who have done the Churcit 
more ſervice then any that have lived within the pale of ir, theſe ma«» 
ny yeares, and are ſ}ill ready and willing ro doe more ? Or what if alt 
the Biſhops had done as muck miſchiefe to this Church and State, as 
the Contrivers and complotters of this: League have done, who have 
brought both very neare to utter ruine and deſtruftion ? mult therefore 
the Government it ſelfe be exrirpated ? you would not like that argue 
ment well, if it ſhould be brought home to your owne doores, yee, that 
are Judges, Pleaders or Counſcllors, would judge and plead and counſcll 
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to the contrary : ye, that are Burgeſſes, would vore to the contrary :ye, 
that are Preachers or Teachers, would preach and teach to the contrary : 
and ye, thatare of any Profeition, would profeſle to the contrary :; were 
the caſe yours. 

Laitly, to wrap up five or ſix Arguments in one: before we ſweare'the 
extirpation of Church-Government by Arch Biſhops, Biſhops, cc. It would 
beſcem us to conſider, beftides what we have been already put in mind of, 
theſe particulars, 1. What ſhall be done with all their Renrs and Revenues, 
to which they and their ſucceſſours have as good and juſt right, as any Sub= 
jeas have to whatſoever they call theirs ? If they muſt be alienated to the 
uſe of ſome others, how (hall thoſe many heavy Anathema's, ard terrible 
Curſes, laid upon the Alicnators thereof, by the Donors and others, be a- 
voided? 2, Whether divers Families of this Kingdome have not already 
ſmarted ſufficiently for lefle! facriledges ? 3. What incouragements will 
there be left to perſwade any of good birth, parts and abilities, to apply 
themſelves to the ltudy of Divinity ; when every other profeſſion, from 
the noble(t to the baſeſt, ſhall have honourable preferment and advance- 
ment for tho{e that are diligent and laborious therein, only chey, which rule 
the Church of God well, and laboar in the word and Doctrine (whom 
God himſelfe declares ro be worthy of double honour or double mainte- 
nance, 1 Tm. 5. 17) ſhall have all hopes and poſſibility of honour and ho- 
nourable maintenance taken from them : ſo that every noble, free-borne, 
well-bred, ingenuous Son, ſhall fay ro his Parents, rather make me a Taylor, 
a Button-maker, a Cooper, or a Cobler, then a Divine ? 4. Whether our 
adverſaries the Papiſts will not by this meanes ſoone find farre fewer abler: 
ro incounter with chem, and farre more ready and willing ro enter combate 
for them, they having ſo great rewards for their Champions, and we fo 
little for onrs ? If good livings with cures of Souls be thought incourage- 
ment ample enough ; it were good to conſider, 5, What honourable or 
comfortable ſupport or fſalarie thoſe worthy men ſhall have, whom God 
ſhall hereafter indow, either with the gift of Tongues, or the interpreta«- 
tion thereof, or with the gift of wifdome and knowledge in the great con- 
troverſies and myſteries of Religion, and yet have not the gift of preaching 
or propheſying, and fo are not ſo fit for Paſtorall charges or Cures as ſome 
others, otherwiſe farre infertour to them ? 6. How ſhall they whom God 
requiresto be given to Hoſpitality,above other men, 1 Tim. 3. 2. be able 
to ſhew themſelves Hoſpitable at all, when all meanes of Hoſpitality 
ſhall be denied them? In a word, and that ſuch as may perhaps be better 
liftned unto by ſome, then all that: hath been ſpoken : What will become 
of thoſe niany Tenants, and their Children and Families, whe in this 
| Kingdome 
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Kingdome have, and doe, and ſtill may (if this Government be not extirpa« 
ted) enjoy ſo much benefit and profit by their Leaſes from Archbosfrops, 
Riſhops, Deanes, Deanes and (hapters, cc. hitherto accounted by their 
owne acknowledgement, as good Tenures, as the moſt in this Kingdome ? 
Whar I ſay, within a while, will become of them and theirs? when they 
ſhall be compelled to turne Tenants ro thoſe Land- Lords, whoſe cruell ex- 
ations in raiſing their Rents above what Arshbiſhops, Biſhops, and other 
Church- Governours have required, the experience of ſome former alicna= 
tions to ſuch, do abundantly witnefle : rhey mult not then expeR, what di- 
vers of them are now ſcarce content with, that their Land-Lords will take 
one yeares Rent, ard give them the profit of almolt ſeaven? 

But what doe I ſpeak of Tenants alone? Lec ic be ſeriouſly conſidered , 
bow many other ingeyuous men ſerviceable to God, to the King,and to the 
whole Kingdome, have beeuc bred, brought up, and maintained by the re- 
venues of the Church-Governours : I verily believe, farre more in one age, 
then all the ages to come will ever ſee bred, brought up, and maintained by 
thoſe revenues,.if they ſhould (which God of his mercy diſappoint) once 
came to be eſtared upon others. Let alſo the many poore, that have beene 
relieved thereby, be a little thought on. And let it not be forgotten what 
iflucs out thence yearely in Firft-fruits, Tenths, and Subſidies, towards the 
neceſſary and royall ſupport of the Crowne it ſelfe ; which otherwiſe mult, 
and would be raiſed out of the revenues of other nien, in ſome manner and 
Fcaſure farre more burdenſome unto them. Pur all theſe together, and you 
will finde; that the demeſnes of our Church-Government due not deſerve 
that envie which ſome malicious ſacrilegious Conſpirators carry towards it: 
neither doe our Church. Governours reape to themſelves out of their owne 
demeſnes a fitth part of ſo much profit and emolument as others gaine by 
them. I would have ſcorned to have named this as any piece of an Argu- 
ment in this holy Cauſe, did I not roo well know that it is the demeſiies of 
the Church chiefly that makes ſo many to quarrel] at the Government of ic : 
and if the revenues of the Church were wholly in their hands, fo that the 
Archbi hops, Biſhops, Deanes, Dranes and C hapters, «Archdeacons, 5c, had 
nothing but what they would allow them, they would not much grudge ts 
allow them all their Degrees, Titles, and Othices, : 

I might propound ſundry other 2weres concerning this ſecond Article, 
worthy of ſome fatisfaRion, e're we ſweare to obſerve it, as theſe amongſt 
the reſt, Whether the accounting ſome things to be ſuperſtitious which 
are not, and the ftanding upon them as things unlawfuil, which are in them» 
ſelves indifferent, preferring therein their owne fancies and conceits, before 
others reaſon and judgement, every way , perionr to them, te not luperſti- 
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tion ? Whether Anabaptiſme, Millenariſme,Browniſme,or Antinomienifme,, 
be not Herefie? Whether ſeparating from communicating with our pub. 
lique Congregations inthe Word and Sacraments, renting and dividing the 
Peace and Unity of our Church, be not Schiſme ? Whether ſl:ighting.con- 
temning, and reproaching the publike Worſhip and Service of God, ſecon- 
ded with robbing, defiling , and defaceing the places conſecrated to that 
Worſhip and Service, be not prophaneneſſe ? W herher ſwearing and lying, . 
killing and ſtealing, oppreffing and tyrannizing, flandering Gods Annoin- 
ted, and rebelling againſt him, be not contrary to ſound Doftrine, and the 
power of Godlineſfe ? And if ſo, whether theſe Covenanters will take it 
patiently , if we endeayour to our utmoſt to extirpate all theſe? Laſtly, 
whether we, that are true Proteſtants, and loyall SabzeRs, are not bound in 
conſcience both to abhorre this hypocriticall League and Covenant, which 
pretends the extirpation of theſe abhominations, when it intends their main- 
tenance and defence; and to give the belt aſſifttance that we are able to our 
moſt gracious Soveraigne, who endeavours the extirpation of rheſe abho- 
minations, though he require or pretend no entring into any League or Co- 
venant for the execution of that royall and religious reſolution ? But 1 in» 
rend onely a Compendium, and therefore am content to paſſe by all theſe 
with naming them onely, and am content to bury many more in ſilence: 
ARTICLE JI. 


Mcſlages, 


"Meſſages, Votes, &c, of the Lords and Commons this preſent Parliament, 
and fee what Rights and Priviledges of Parliament are claimed and conten- 
ded for by them with no ſmall earneltneflc : and then tell me ingenuouſly 
(if there be any ingenuity in you) whether the Rights and Priviledges of 
Parliament do deſerve to have their preſervation tworne to be indeavuured 
with as much ſincerity, reality, and conſtancy , as we will endeavour the 
preſervation of Religion in Scotland, the retormation of Religion in Enge 
lard and Ireland , and the extirpation of thoſe fore-named abhominations 
our of all three Kingdomes. 

Suffer me ro hirt you with ſome of them: As, 1. That it # their une 
doubted right , That the King ought not to take notice of any matter in agita« 
tion and debate in either Houſes of Parliament , | no though it be againſt the 
eftabliſhed Religion , or the Kings owne Perſon , Crowne and Dignity, 
Petit, Lor., & Com, Decemb. 14, 1641. 3. That the King ought not to 
propound any Condition, Proviſion, or Limitation to any Bill or Aft in debats 
or preparation, in either Houſes of Parliament , | though it might expedite 
the bulinefſe never ſo much, and cafe the Houſes of never fo great labour , 
and the Kingdome of no ſmall charge ] or to manifeſt or declare Hs conſent, 
or diſſent, approbetion, oy asſlike of the ſame, before it be preſented to Hu Mae 
jeftie in due courſe of Parliament, Ibid, 3. That every particular member 
of either Howſe hath free liberty of ſpeech to propound or debates any matter , 
according to the order and comrſe of Parliament, Ibid. 4. That the King 
ought not to conceive diſpleaſure [ no not in his heart, though he never de- 
clare it, ] againſt any man, for ſuch Opinions and Propoſitions as ſpall be dels- 
vered in any Debate in either Howſe, [though they be as deſperate as Lud- 
lowes, or Martins, or any other whereof we have lately heard ] 5ur that it 
belongs to the ſeverall Houſes reſpefirvely to judge and determine [uch errour s 
and offences in words or attious committed by any of the Members in the hands 
ling or debating any matters depending, Ibid. 5. That for the King to preſſe 
the Houſe of Commons to Jeild « ſupply for maintenance of Warre[ ven when 
a Forraigne Nation is invading this, ] before they have provided any rehliefe 

fer the great and preſſing grievances of the people, u againſt the fundamental 

Priviledges of Parliament. Remonlt. of the State of rhe Kingdome, 
Decemb. 5. 1641, 6. The abundance of Proteftions whith hinder both Ju 

ſlice and Trade, acknowledged by the Parliament to be @ Parliament 'Privs= 
ledge, and a great burden to the Kingdome, ſuch as they intended to grve eaſe 
therein, whatſoever might ſand with Hononr and Juſtice, | bur have never 
yer made good that intention .7] Ibid, 7. For Hw 1 Maſjeſtie to iſe out 

Warrants to ſeale wy the Studies and Chambers of Members of the Houſe 
[chough in caſe of Treaſon] 4 breach of PE Declar. Com. OY 
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ate breach of Priviledge. 3. For Hu Majeſtie to ;ſſne out Warrints to' ago 
prebend a»y Member of the Houſe, [ chough q Trayt6r ] 4 breach of Priv;. 
ledge of Parliament, Ibid. 9. For Hu Majeſtic to come to the Houſe of Com: 
mons in Hu Royal! Perſon attended with a Guard | though imaller then bath 
often attended His Majettic at other times ] 4 breach of Priviledge of Par - 
liament, \bid. 10. For Hu Majeſtic to place himelfe in the $ peakers Chairer 
in the Henſe of ( ommont, and there to demand of the Howſe, that tbe perſons: 
of ſome Members of that Houſe bs delivered unto Him | to be proceeded. 
againſt for High-Trea ſon ] an high breach of Priviledge of Parliament,lbid, 
11. For His Majeſt;e Tatter {everall Tumalts raiſed in Lowdon and Weſt. 
minſter | to ſay, that he wifht Hw reſidence neare the Parliament might be [af 
4nd honourable, that ſo he had no cauſe to abſent Himſeife from White- Hall,. 
the greateſt breach of the Priviledre of Parliament that can be offered , De- 
clar. Lor.,\& Coin. March 3. 1641. 12. To intercept { though upon Com= 
mand from His Majeltie ] ny Letters whatſoever, ſeut by any to or from the: 
Parliament ; or to intercept axy meſſenger imployed from any in the Parlias 
ments Service, to the Parliament, an h19/7 breath of the Previleage of Parlia- 
went, Declar. Lor. & Com. March 26, 1642, 13. For che King to declare 4 
Member of the Honſe of Commons to be a Traptor , [ though one that the 
Statute- Lawes of the Land declare fo to be, as in the caſe of Sir John Ho. 
tham) an high breach of the Priviledge of Parliament , Reſolv. upon the 
Quett. April 38. 1642... 14. For Hu Majeſtie to call avy Subjett to attend 
Hu Perſon, which 1 imployed ty both Howſes to attend their Service without 
their conſent, againſt the Priviteage of Parliament, Vores concerning Major 
Skippon, May 17. 1642. 15+. That the Houſes bave an abſolute power of dc. 
elaring Law; and that whatſoever they declare to be ſo,ought not to be queſtio. 
ned by the King,or any Subje, [(o thar all the ſafety and right of King and 
Sub je, mult depend upon their pleature_) Remonlſt. or Declar. of Lor. & 
Com. May 26. 1642. 15.) That no preſidents can be limits to bound the ty 2) 
Howſes in their proceedings; [ fo that they may dot what they pleaſe} Ibid, 
17. That the Parliament may diſpoſe of any thing wherein the Xing or Sub. 
jeft hath a Right, for the publike goed; and that the two Homſer without the+ 
King are ſuch a Parliament , and Tuage of the oublike good, and that the 
Kings conſent is not neceſſary | {o that the lives of che King and People, and: 
ail the Lawes by which they are ſecured, may be diſpoſed of at rheir plea» 
fire, and neither King nor people have any meanes to protect or defend ej= 
ther] Ibid, 18, That the Soveraigne Power remaines in the two Howſes, and: 
the King hath no negative voyce, Ibid. 19. That Trea/en cannet be commit - 
ted apainſt the Kings Perſon, otherwiſe then 4s he 1s intruſted with the King 
Aome , and diſcharging that truſt ; and that the i790 Houſes bave power t31 
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judge whether he diſcharged that truſt, or no, bid. 20, That if the Parlia- 
mnt ſhould make the higheſt preſidents [ ſome whereot have proceeded ſo 
high as to depoſe their King ] their paternes, there wonld be no canſe to 
complaine of want of modeſty or duty in them , Ibid. And tell me now, with 
what judgement or righteouinefle we can ſweare to preſerve and defend 
theſe Rights and Priviledges of Parliament, and that with the ſame reality, 
ſincerity and conltancy , that we ſweare to indeavour the preſervation of 
Religion 1n Scorlard, the reformation of Religion in England and Ireland, 
and the extirpation of Popery, Superſtition, Hereſie,Schilme, &c. in a!l three 
Kingdomes. Sweare but to defend and preſerve theſe Priviledges, nay,but 
five or (ax of them, and they may well, and (no doubt) will excuſe you 
from ſwearing ought elſe. For if theſe ſhould be yeilded to be their Rights, 
2e mult alſo be yeilded , that they can doe no wrong either to King or Sub= 
jeR, wharſoever they (hould doe : or whatſoever the King or his SubjeRea + 
ſhould ſuffer from-them, there would be no meanes lett to relieve them, no, - 
nor cauſe of camplaining, either of their tuftcrings, orof thoſe that ſhould 
be moſt ative in contriving them. 

QuE£xks-2, ]. What are the Rights and Priviledges of Parliament , or” 
how, or where can we poſſibly come to the knowledge of them ? that ſo 
we may know whether they be ſuch as ought to be performed or not ? 

Qu =&RE 3. ] In what jadgement or righteouſneſſe can either we of 
England and Jreland {weare to preſerve and defend the Priviledges of the © 
Parliament of Srordand , or they of Scotland (weare to preſerve and defend 
the Priviledges of Parliaments of England and Ireland , when we have no- 
thing to doe with their Priviledges, nor they with ours ? The like may be 
ſaid of the Liberries of all three Kingdomes. And this may be further added 
concerning. the Liberties of the Kingdomes : That certainly there 1s ſome 
contrariety or repugnancic betywixt the Liberties of England and Ireland, 
and the liberties of Scor/and ; or eiſe why were the Scors fo cautious and 
folicitous in their Arcicles of peace berwix: the Kings Majeſtic and them, 
and betw1ixt the two Kingdomes, ( Anno 1641.) as to demand , That the 
Scottihmen within Hu HMajeſtie: Domwions of England and [reland might * 
be freed from cenſmre for ſubſcribing to their Scottiſh Covenant , and that 
they mioht be no more preſſed nith Oaths and Subſcriprions unwarranted by 
their Lawes, and contrary to their Nationall Oath and Covenant approved by ! 
Hu eMajeſtie , when neither any cenſure had paſſed upon them for their 
{a>{cribing to that Covenant, nor any Oath or Subſcription kad beene re» 
quired of rhem, bur ſuch as was agreeable to the eitabliſhed Lawes of Eng- 
land and Irelend, It appeares by this, (and His Majetties Grant to that 
demand further cleares it) That fome things warranted by the Lawes of* 
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England and Treland are quite contrary to the Lawes of Scotland? and in 
particular, that ſome Oaths and Subſcriptions, eſtabliſhed by the Lawes of 
England, are contrary to the very National] Oath and Covenant, approved . 
by Mas Majeſtic in Scotland ; and in what righteouſnefſe then can we in 
England and Ireland (weare to preſerve the Liberties of Scotland, or they 
of Seotlaud {weare to preſerve the Liberties of England and Ireland, when 
ſome of our Liberties are ſo contrary to each other,that our very eſtabliſhed 
Lawes an4 Oaths cannot lawfully be obſerved and taken by the proper 
Subjeds of all three Kingdomes ? We may as well (for ought I can ſee ) in 
reſpe& of our Oath, enter into a League and Covenant with France, or 
Spaine , nay, with the Twrks themſelves, mutually to preſerve their Liber« 
ries, and they ours. p 

Quezrs 4.] Why muſt we ſweare to preſerve the Liberties of the 
Kingdomes, and not (as formerly in the Proteſtation and other Covenant) 
the Liberties of the SubjeRt ? Did the Contrivers of this League perceive, 
that the poore oppreſſed SubjeRs of this Kingdome do begin to be ſenſible, 
that their Liberties were never ſo much incroached apon and infringed , as 
ſince they ſware once and againe to maintaine and defend them ? and there- 
fore ſome ſuch new-deviſed Liberties muſt be pretended , that the people 
may {till heare the ſound of Liberties, to inchant them, whileſt their cruell, 
but cunning, opprefſors were robbing and ſpoyling them of thoſe ſmall re- 
maines of Liberties, which the loyalty and honeſty of ſome of their deſpiſed 
brethren have as yer preſerved to them ? Where are thoſe Liberrics of the 
Kingdomes, here pretended, to be found ? or who are the betrer for them? 
Is it for the Liberties of the Kingdomes, to ingage all three Kingdomes in 
an unchriſtian, unnattiall, bloudy Warre ? Is it for the Liberties of this 
Kingdome, to invite the SubjeRs of another Kingdome, to invade us, and 
our Religion it ſelfe ? Is 1t for the Liberties of this Kingdeme, for the 
SubjeRs thereof ro be plundered of their goods and cattell, and ſeperated 
from their familier, and ſequeſtred from their demeſnes, to be debarred of 
their trading and trathquing , to be impriſoned in their bodies, and (which 
is the greateſt tyrannie of all) to be forced in their Conſciences to unjuſt 
and illegall Oaths and Subſcriptions ? T would we had bur liberty to ſpeake 
our thoughts, and we (bould ſoone tell you of what Kingdomes theſe arc 
the Liberties. 

Quzxt 5.] How comes the preſervation of the Rights and Priviledges 
of Parliament, and the Libercies of che Kingdomes, to creep into our Oath, 
before the preſervation of the Kings Majelties Perſon and Authority ? We 
had another Method preſcribed us in the ſame Oath, recommended to us 


by the Houſe of Commong, as you may (ec in the Proteſtation. 
QuEeRE 6.] 


(6) . 
Quzxr 6.7] Why is the preſervation of the Kings Majefties HoS © 
nour and Eſtate, which we have bound our ſelves by our Proteſtation to- _ * 
maintaine and defend, as well as his Perſon and Authority, quite left out of 
this League ? | 

QuE#RE 7. ] Inwhat truth can any man, that joynes with theſe Coye- 
nanters, either in their practiſes and atremprs, or in the taking of this very 
Covenant, ſweare, that he will indeavowr to preſerve the Kings Majeſfties 
Perſon and Authority, when His Majeſties Perſon and Authority is @ viſi« 
bly ſtruck at by thote practiſes and artemprs, and his Authority ſo ufurped 
and incroachedupon by the very taking of this Covenant, contrary to his 
expreſſe command ? 

There hath ſcrace beene any Rebellion ; but the prime Contriversavd 
complotters of it have pretended the preſervation and defence of their So. | 
veraignes Perſon, at lcaſt, that they intended no hurt unto it. But I beſeech | 
ye heare the opinion of the Judges in ſuch a cafe, and that at the arraigne- 
ment of one who thought his caſe as good, &c. Namely, the Rebellious | 
Earle ofa more Rebellious County. The Judges in number cight; declared | 
firſt ; That where 4 Swbjeit attempreth ro put himſclfe into ſuch ſtrength, as 
the King foal not be able to reſiſt him, and to force and compell the King to go- | 
Verne ot iſe then according to his owne Royalt Authority and Direltion, Jt 
4 manifeſt Rebellion, Secondly, That in every Rebellion, the Law intendeth 
4s a conſequent, the compaſſing the death and deprivation of the King, as fore 
ſeeing that the Rebels will never ſuffer that K ing £0 rezgne or live, which mighe 
puniſh or take vengeance of their Treaſon aud Rebellion, Declaration of the _ 
practiſes and Treaſons attempted and committed by Robert late Earle of 
Eſſex, &c. Imprinted Amno i Got. | 

QuEe4xret 8,7] What doc they meane by that clauſe of limitation, In 
the preſervation and defence of the rrne Religion, and Liberties of the King 
domes ? It they intended farrely by this reſtrition, why did they not an» 
nex it as well to the preſerving and defending of the Rights and Priviledges 
of Parliament ?- But ſurely here the Jeſuite (the Covenanters beſt fricnd } 
bath pur in his foor inſtead of the Biſhop : Let us take a traſt howſoever, 
and becauſe they ſhall not ſay, that we pervert or corrupt their meaning, 
we will take this Text, as it is explicatcd by an Expoſitor ot their owne, an 
Eſſex Teacher, and his name Ward, in the laſt Volume(if I miſtake not) of 
his learned Works ; Intituled, The Analyſes, Explication, and Application, 
of the Sacred and folemne League and Covenant, &c. (as followeth in that 
glorious Title, licenſed to the Prefſe by Fames Cranford, one of the Chams 
ber-Chaplaines of Arch-Presbyrer, and Preſſe» Maſter Generall, /obn White, 
And according to his uſcfull, and (1f you will beleeye his owne m_ 
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pficable Explication) the meaning of this portion of ſacred League and 
Covenant, is this. By indeavouring to preſerve and defend the K mgs Maje- 
flies Perſon and eAwthority,in the preſervation and defence of dhe true Relig; e 
on and Liberties of the Kingdomes,we are to waderſtand, either Firſt, That we, 
by endeavouring the preſervation and defence of the true Religion, and Liber- 
zies of the Kingdomes, doe truly and really indeavonr the preſervation and ae- 
fence of his Majeſtics Perſon and eAuthority ; they being bu beſt friends and 
ftrongeft ſupporters of his Perſon and Power, who ftland moſt ftoutly for the 
zrue Religion and Liberties of the Kingdome, the Kings Throne being eff a= 
bliſhed by piety, equity and Law: er, Secondly, T hat we thereby promiſe to 
indeaveur to preſerve and defend his Majeſties Perſon and Authority, ſo long 
as he really indeavonrs the preſervation and d-fence of the true Religion, and 
Liberties of the Kingdomes. A molt iygenuoys and genuine Expoſition : 
and to my apprehenſion, it ſpeaks the full mcaning of that Spirit, that dita- 
ted this ſacred League and Cov. nant, and none but a Jeſuice, or ſome well 
devoted to the ſeluites principles, ( as the principall contrivers of this 
League are) would have mede ſach a reſtrit:ion to an Oath of Allegiance 
ro their Soveraigne, or have publiſhed ſuch an explication thereof, when 
they had made it. For if we underſtand this clauſe in the former ſenſe, then 
this ſwearing to preſerve and defend the Kings Majeſties Perſon and Autho- 
rity,snthe preſervation and defence of the true Religion, and Liberties of the 
Kingdomes, is no more, then to ſweare over againe, what we were requi= 
red to {weare before in the precedent parts of this League, iz. That we 
will indeaveur to preſerve and defend rhe true Religion, and Liberties of 
the Kiugdomes. And that is no more f{ecurity to the Kings Maicſties Per 
ſon and Authority, then *tis to the Perſon and Authority of the meancſt Sub- 
zeR+in any of the three Kingdomes. If wetake tt in the latter ſence,though 
his Majeſty would defire (as he hath often jn cfic proteſted in the preſence 
of God) no longer to enjoy any preſervation or defence of his Perſon and 
Authority, then he doth really indeavour the preſervation and defence of 
the true Religion, and Liberties of the Kingdomes, yet for us his Subjects, 
to ſwceare to indeavour to preſerve and defend hu Perſon and Authority, only 
ſo long as hereally indeavours the preſervationand defence of the ttue Re- 
ligion, and Liberties of the Kingdomes, is implicicly to forſweare a great 
part of our duty and Allegiance rowards him ; we that are his SubjeRs, be- 
1g bound by our Bonds of Allegiance and Ovediecnce, to preſerve and. de» 
#end the Kiags Perſon and Authority, though be were an Heathen or Pa« 
gan, though he were a Perſecutor or Tyrant. As hath been ſufficiently de 
monſtrated by ſundry Worthies fince theſe unhappy diſtraRions, and hath 
beene ever profefſed and maintained by all Orthodox Chriſtians in former 
ages 


-8g8% 'Bur ro: pive them rope enough : Who ſhall judge whether his Mas 
3c{ty doth really indeavour the preſervation and defence of the true Relis 3 
gion, and Libercies of the Kingdomes, or not f To fay, that every private 
man isto be Judge in this caſe{as there are not a few that would challenge 
that power) were to expoſe the Kings Perſon and Authority to the mercy 
of every SubjeR, yea, to the mercy of every Anabaprilt, Papiſt, Brownilſt, 
Traytor and Villaine. To fay that the two Houſes of Parliamentare Judges 
in this caſe, were to render the Kingy caſe not very ſecure, cſpecially as the 
caſe now ftands ; for they have already declared and ſworne, and required 
others to fweare, that they belicve the ſame (vt. in the lalt Covenant be- 
fore this) That his Hajeſty bath raiſed Forces again(t the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, and the Liberties of the Subjet. And therefore, if they be his Maje« 
{ttes competent-Judges, it is like to go hard with him-in their Cour, he ha- 
ving, in their jadgement, already forfeited the preſervation and defence of 
hisPerſonand Authority,if they be no longer to be preſerved,then he doth, 
in their judgement, really indeavour te preſerve the true Religion, and the 
Libertics of the Kingdomes: And [| verily believe, if the Queſtion were 
put home to the Complotters of this League ; Whether King Charles his 
Perſon and Authority ought co be any longer preſerved and defended, or 
not? they would not much ſtick-to-affirme, chat they ought not x Yet ro 
. colour over their black deſigne, they rhinke it good policy, ſtill ro ſweare 
that they will indeaveur the preſervation of his Majeſtics Perſon and Aus 
thority. ARTICLE IVY. 

U£RME 1.7] In what rightcouſneſſe or truth, can ary manſweare; 
That be will with all faithfulnefſe indeavour the diſcovery of all /ach as have 
\b:en or ſhall be Incendiaries, Aalignants, ec, and all other ſuch perſons as 
are here ſtigmatized ? When the indeavouring any ſuch thing, is a breach 
of that taithfulnefſe, whereiohe Kands bound both to his'Soveraigne, and 
to his Fellow-SubjeRs, and (as the caſe will certainly fall out with the 
moſt ) ro.Parents, Children, Friends, Kindred,and who cl{cſ{oever are moſt 
ncare and dcare to him, there being none of thoſe, in all theſe Relations, 
which have not already bcen proclaimed by theſe :Covenanters, as men 
ſcarce worthy of any other name, then ene of theſe thus branded by this 
Article. And then ( which muſt needs render the treachery the more per- 
nitious) this diſcovery muſt be made not onely of what one ſhall be or doe, 
for the future, whereof a wiſe man may-chance to beware, but alſo of wha 
he hath been or done for the time paſt, which is impoſſible for any man to 
recal', Lex but a man reraine that fidelity, which is duc from a Chriſtian to 
an Infidell, and he cannot poſſibly keep this picce of ghis Covenant, ſoas to 
anſwer the.iment of. rhe jmpoſers of it, | | 
ET nel Quany of 
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Quaxr 27 In what Judgement can we ſweare to indewveny the dif: 
cover) of all ſuch as have been and ſhall be Incendiarves, Malignents , Or eve{ 
Inftruments, by hindering the Reformation of Relsgion, deviding the K ng 
Foom hu People, or one of the K ingdomes from another ,oy by making Pattions 
or Parties amongſt the People : when we know by wotuli experience, that 
they, who arc fuch indeed, are fuch as we dare not name, and they, thar 
arc ſo named, are ſuch, az our owne conſcienceseannot but acquit from de- 
rving any ſuch name. 
, wg = 3-} Whatare we to underſtand by the Supreme Jadicatorigs 
of both Kingdemes? The Parliaments of both Kingdomes, confilting of King, 
Lords and Commons ?or'the Houfes of Lords and Commons, ſeparated & 
divided from the King,not only without his canſeac,bur contrary to his ex-: 
preſſe wilt and command ?” JF the latter, (as doubrleffe that is the meaning. 
of thele Contederates)I would defire all arento confider thefe foure things, 
Firſt, whc:her this branch of this Covenant be not dizely contrary ro our” 
Qathof Supremacy ? For if the Court of Lordsand Commons, ſeparated: 
from the King, and a&ing and judging,not oncly withour his conſent, bur 
contrary to his exprefle: will and command, be the Supreme Jadicatory, 
then the Lords and Commons, ſo confidered, are the Supreme Judges, and, 
by conſequence, the Supreme Governour of this Realme inall Cauſes, ag+ 
well Ecclefiofticall as Civill, and not the King. Secondly, whether this be 
not to {weare away at once, all our Lawes, and all other Rights and Liber. 
tics of the SubjeR, for that we doe hereby ſabmir our eſtates, perſons, and 
lives, tothe will and pleaſure of our fellow- ſabjets, to diſpoſe of them as 
they ſhall thinke good. Whereas by the Lawes, Rights and.Libertics of 
this Kingdome, no AR of theirs binds or obliges the SubjeR; withonr higs- 
Majeſtics gonſent thevenato obtained ? Thirdly, whether is not the King 
himſcife hereby made ſabject ro: bis owne SubjeRs? Foarthly, by whac 
grantcan the Houſe of Commons challenge any part or ſhare in the Judica« - 
tory power of this Kingdome, when they have not power; as they are of 
that Houſe, to give an Oath to any; or ro determine ought concerning any 
caule, except tome things done in their owne Houſe,nay, when themſelves 
have acknowledged, that they have no power in Judicatory, 5 Hey. 4, cx- 
cept in ſome {ach caſes named. - | 
QuE£R 8 4. ] Why doe they nome oncly the Supreme Fadicatories of 
botb Kingdomes, meaning I fuppoſe Englawd and Scorlend) and leave our 
the ſupreme Indicetovie of the third Kingdom, lrelavd? Will they allow the 
King to be ſupreme ſudge in Jrr/and ? (For certainly there is ſerhe kind of 
Supreme Judicaterie in that Kingdome alſo, ) Or doe they intend to divide 
the Judicatery power of Ireland berwixt Bug/and agd Seotland; and to | 
| trie- 


s; 
-trie fome of the Trifh Incendiaries, &c. 
QuE4RE 5. ] Whom doe they meane by thoſe others having power 
from the ſapreme Iudicatorier of both K ing domes to that efe##? Maſt we (ab- 
mir our eſtates, perſons and lives to every Commirtee ot cither Houſe, and 
to every Sub-Committee in every Coumy, and to cvery particular man in 
every part of each County, that ſhall have a Commiſiion from them to ex- 
amine and judge us ? If the SubjeR cheuſt his neck under this yoke, of the 
freeft ſubje& m the world, he will beceme the greateſt flave : and let him 
take heed of offending, or being accuſed for an offendor : for whether he 
deſerve i: or not, if any of the derived Power ſhall judge it convenient, (for 
ought I can ſee by this League) his neck muſt crack for it; as not a few 
necks have already, by vertae of ſuch derivative Power, intruſted with 
ſome particular men, imployed by thoſe whom this Article tiles one of the 
Swpreme Fudicatorier. And that which is thy fellow-SubjeRs caſe this day, 
may be thine to marrow, whoſoever thou art ; though thou be ſonne to the 
great late Lord Sy, or have done thy Supreme Judges as much ſervice as 
Sir Fobn Hotham and bis ſonne; unleſſc rhou canſt find ſome evaſion of 
that ſubtill diſtiaRion of condigne puniſoment, into /xcb as the degree of the 
offence ſhall require or deſerve, or ſuch as ſome ſhall judge convenient x 
which, for my part, I concetve, will be as difficult for thee to find, as to 
make ſenſe of. 


ARTICLE Y, 

This Article will not need much examination to diſcover what is 1n its 
As you read it, you may pleaſe to marke the former part for a palpable un- 
truth, and the latrer for a deeply dificmbled pretence : and in theſc ewo you 
have the ſenſe of what this Article containes. The palpable untruch is thar, 
where they declare, (and ſweare tot too) That the happineſſe of 4 bleſſed 
peace betweeve theſe Kingdomes was denied to our progenitors in former tomez, 
and is granted wwto w, ec. Whereas, if King Jawes his blefled Reigne was 
in former times, and our fathers were our progenitors, we are ſure , that a 
moſt firme and well ſetled peace berween thele Kingdomes was conltantly 
injoyed in thoſe times; and we in theſe times are denied the like happi- 
neſſe, though our moſt gracious King and his Counſell have uſed ll the 
mcanesthey were able to purchaſe and continue it. The dceply difſcmbled 
pretence is that, where theſe Covenanters promile, That they will each one 
of them indeavour, oc. That theſe Kingdomer may remaine conjoyned in 4 
firme peace and mnion to all poſterity, and that juſtice may be done upon the wits 
full oppoſers thereof ;. and yer they themſelves raile moſt bitterly at the Cel- 
ſation of warre in Ireland, and labour moſt prodigioaſly ro bring in the 
Scots tomake warre upon England. And how theſe two can poſlibly con» 
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phteouſnefſe, is the ohly 2 eere I make concerning this Article: 

ARTICLE VI. 

For the diſcovery of the iniquity and hypocrific of the former part of 

"thi: Article, Ircferre you to that examination of the like branch of the laſt 
Vow and Covenant, in the Anti-covenant, pag. 45, 46,47, Concerning the 

reſt of this Article, I propound oncly theſe ſhore 2neres. | 

Quarxs 1.] Whar if the Lords and Commons, now affembled .at- 
wW:ſtminſter, ſhould divide, or withdraw from this unjon and conjunRion- 
(as they have been fairely invited) and command-you foto do ? Or what if: 
another Parliament l:gally aflemblcd at another place, or at another time, 
ſhould require you tov renounce this League ?: Should neither your obedi-: 
ence to the one, nr your afteRionto the other, prevails with you ? 

Qu#KeE 2. ] What if your deare Brethren the Scorers ſhould at laſt: 

ſhew themlelves taithfull and loyalb to their native Soveraigne, and true. 
and firme to their late promile paſſed inthe laſt Treaty, and ro their pubs 
licke Faich plighted for obſerving the ſame, as well as to their former. 
Vowes, Covenants and promiſes mad: to God ;-and fo divide and with- 
draw from this curſed union and Cenjunctien, as inconſiſtent with their Al- 
legiance, and repugnant to their former Qaths, Covenants, and Promiſes ?. 
fhonld this cauſe no relenting in you ?' | 

Qu=Rke 3.7] What if ſome religious, orthedox Divines, whom you. 
have ever knowne ro be. ſuch; or ſome ſober, judicious Lawyers, whom 
the whole Kinzdome ſhould acknowledge to be ſuch, ſhould through Gods 
goodneſſe and mercy to your peore 1nſnarcd foules, and his bleſfing upon 
their labonurs, convince you, that this Confederacic, falſly called a bleſſed- 
union and conjunRion, ts truly a meſt curſed confpiracieand combination, . 
contrary. to the Lawes of God and man, (as the penman of this diſcovery. 
doth not alcogether deſpaire of ſuch mercy towards ſome of you, by Gods: 
bleding upon his indeavours) ſhould not this move you-to divide or with- 
draw from it ?- 

Qu#4nz 4. ] Whit if God ſhall make divers of your fellow-confe-. 
derates, ſuch publicke prodigious examples, ſuch horrid hideous ſpeRacles: 
of juſtice and vengeance, as he hath done ſome already #-ſnatching them 
from off the carth by ſtrange kinds of deaths, or torturing them whilſt they 
are on it, with more ſtrange diſcaſes : or what if God cauſe one Confede- 
rate to forget all his bonds and-ties of. Confederacie, and become his fellow- 
Confederates perſecuter'or executioner, and fo another, and-ſo another ? 
(Looke about you, for there are ſuch-alrcady riſen up amongſt you) will 
not this ſtartle you ? | 

Qu=4RkE 5, ] What if Gad ſhall inthe midſt of wrathremember 
mercy and be once againe ſo graciqus to this finfull rebe/lious Nation, as 
t@' 


, A _ 
tv: cauſe righteouſnefſe and peace rs kifſc each other; and truth to Aouriſh 
amongſt us, baniſhing all injuſtice, crueity, and bloudy warre from us, re- 
manding our lying Prophets to their owne place, and giving us Paſtors ac- 
cording ro bis owne heart, reſtoring our moſt gracious King to all his roy. 
all Rights, Power, and Prerogative, his Kingdomes to their ancient Laweg 
and Liberties, his Parliament to its juſt Rights and Priviledges, comfortin 
all crue loyall Subjects with the unmerited, but faithfully promiſed rs 
of cheir patient ſuffcriags in his owne and his Vice-gerents Cauſe, and con= 
verting or confounding all Traytors and Rebels? What ſay yee then ? 
Should not all this tempt you to make deteRion to the contrary part, or at 
leaſt to give your ſelves to ſach an indifterency and Neutrality, as to ſtep 
afide to New- England, the Ic of Providence, or ſome other of the greac 
Lord proteRor- vf the Seca, (ic was the ſtile of one of his owne Chaplains 
Prayers) and Governour of the Iſlands, his Terricories ? bur ſtill you will 
go on xealoufly and conſtantly in your rebellious courles, continuing your 
confcderacy, and promoting it, againſt all reaſons and conviRionsto the 
contrary, and againſt all lers and impediments, how legalland juſt foever ? 
And what yee arc not able to ſuppreſſe or overcome, yee will reveale and 
make knowne to one another, asformerly yee have done, at your Cenven- 
ticles and other feditious meetings, and ſo batrchup another Rebellion, as 
yee did this, unleffe yce be timely prevented ? If this be your reſolution, 
weare bcholding unto you for giving ſuch faire warning, that ſo we may 
po and prepare for you, and that his Majeſty, when Ged ſhall enable 

im thereto, may by the advice ef his great Councell, take ſuch a courſe 
with you, as may free his Kingdomes from ſuch {worne enemies to their 
peace and quiet, or throughly purge you from all ſuch traytcrous and re- 
bcllioas thoughts and reſolutions. 

I have done with che Articles. A'word or two of the Epiphonema or 
Concluſion, and then 1{ha}l have finiſhed the whole diſcovery. 
ConcLusS10KX, 

«' Andbecanſethe Kingdomes are guilty of many finnes and provocations 
* againſt God and his ſonne Telus Chrift; as is too manifeſt by our preſent 
© giſtrefles and dangers, the fruics thereof 3; We profteſſe and declare before 
*God and the world our unfeigned defire robe humbled for our owne fins, 
*©2nd for the finncs of theſe Kingdomes, eſpecially that we have not as we 
*ught, valued the ineſtimable benefit of the Goſpell, That we have not la» 
**>qured for the purity and power thereof; and that we havenot indeavoured 
*&9 receive Chriſt in our hearts, nor to walke worthy of him in our lives, 
« which are the cauſes of other ſinnes and tranſgreſſions, ſo much abounding 
«amongſt us. And our true unfained purpoſe, deſire, and indeavour for our 
*ſ{clyes and all others under our power and charge, both inpublike and pri 
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// " hte; inalldutics we owe to God and man, to amend our lives, and-each 

' Ae to goe before another in the example of a reall reformation, that the 
* Lord may turneaway his wrath aud heavy indignation, and eſtabliſh theſe 
* Churches and-Kingdomes in truth apd peace. And this Covenant we make 
* inthe preſence of Almighty God, the ſearcher of all hearts, with a true in- 
*« tention to performe the ſame, as we (hall anſweare at that great day, when 
* the (ccrerts of all hearts (hall be diſcloſed; moſt humbly beſeeching the Lord 
* to ſtrengthen us by his holy ſpirit for thisend; And to bleſſe our defires and 
* proccedings with ſuch ſucceſfle, as may be deliverance and ſafety to this peo»' 
** ple, and incouragement to the Chriſtian Churches,  groaningunder, or ini 
** danger of the yoake of Antichriſtian Tyranny, to-joyne in the ſame or like 
* Aſſociation and Covenant , tothe glory of (God, the inlargement of the 
* Kingdome of Jeſus Chriſt, and the peace and tranquillities of Chriltian 
** Kingdamesand Common- wealthes. | | 
In this cloſe of this Covenant, 7 dehre ye, firſt to admire at theſe conſe» 
derates difſembling with God as well as with men,in that they acknowledge 
the preſent diltrefſes and dangers of thefe Kingdomes to be the fruits of their 
ſinnes and provacations again(t God and his Sonne Jeſus Chriſt; and yet, as 
if they defied both God and Chriſt too, or at leaſt, deſired the increaſe of 
thoſe diſtrefſes and dangers, where theſe Kingdomes are plunged, they 
ae anin their linnes and provocations with an higber hand then ever, ad- 
| Nog to their lying and Aaundering, plundering and robbing, to them, killing 
and murdering, to them, rebellion and treaſon, to them, blaſphemy and per- 
jury, andeoall, a vowed reſolution of obduration and impenitency. Se- 
condly, I congraculate their ingenuity. That whereas they had ſworne in 
their laſt Vow and Covenant, that they were heartily ſorry both for their 
owne ſinnes, and the (innes of this Nation, being advertiſed by 'him, that 
wrate the Anti-Covenant of theirfalſe (wearing in that particular,they now 
forbeare to ſweare that they are ſorry either for their owne finnes, or the 
ſinnes of this Kingdome, and ſweare only, thatthey deſire to be ſorry for 
both. But then, Thirdly obſerve witha]] their abominable ſhitting, when 
they come to declare what finnes of cither ſort they deſire to be humbled 
for. They name not one of thoſe particular, tranſcendent, crying ſinnes, 
that reach heaven, and pull downe vengeance from thence upon theſe King- 
demes; ſuch as pride, gluttony, drunkennefle, ſweareing, lying, oppreſſion, 
cruelty, rebellion, treaſon, blaſphemy, ſacriledge, &c. whereof themſelves 
are moſt fowly guilty; but confeſſe only ingenerall; That they have not, 
As they ought, valued the inc{tunable benefit of the Goſpell, that they have 
. pot laboared for the purity and power thereof, and have not indeavonred to 
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penirene acknowledgement of what they have done themſelver: For, if 
you wilt beleive them, they willnor be long in-your company, ere they tell 
you that rhey value the* benefir ofthe Goſpel at ſuch a race, that they will 
part with their eſtaresy kderries, lives and all, rather then pare with it, or 
the liberty of it; that ir # for the puriry and power of the Goſpel],thaFthey 
make all this ſtirre, create all theſe troubles, raife all tele forces; and hazard 
the ruine of all three Kingdomeyy and for the receiving Chriſt into their 
hearts, they cari tell ye the very man that brought him ro them, and the ve- 
ry minute that he entred, and many ſtrange ſtories of what he hath wrought 
inthem, thongh ſcarce one good deed wrought by rhem: Burt for their 
walking worthy of Chriſtin their lives; becauſe thar carmoe be fo diffem- 
bled, but that their abominable wickednefſe doth teſtify the contrary to theit 
faces, they have two phiſters, the one called the mfirmiries of the Saintes, 
and the other, God ſees ne finne inthoſe that are his, which as they ſpread 
them, will @lve all ſores, and render them in their' owne apprehenſions 
fnorwithftanding all their vildeneſſe and filrhineſſe) moft holy and pure. 
Fourthly take notice of their profefſed reſolution. They profefſe and de« 
clare before God andthe world, that it is their true and unfaigned purpoſe, 
and indeavour for rhemfelves and all others, under their power and charge, 
both in publike & private, in al duties they owe unto God & man, to amend 
their lives, and cach one to goe before another in rhe example of areall re« 
formation; that the Lord may turtic away his wrath ,&c. Alargeprofeſſion, 
23*ris theiruſuell manner to make fuch, would to God it were once in their 
heartsto praQiſe what they profeſſe, and I ſhould net much doubt, bat the 
Lord wonld ſoone tarne' away his wrath and indignation from thete 
Churches and Kingdomes. Bur what meaneth then the bleating of the 
ſheepe in ourcares? Why are the true ſhepherds driven and forced away 
from their flocks, and rheives, and robbers, wolves and other beafts of prey 
ſet to watch: over them, no wonder if the ſheepe bleates or why are fo 
many husbands and fathers torne from their wives and children, and depriv- 
ed cither of their lives, livelyhoods, limbes, or liberties? poore ſheepe and 
lambes, can they do lefſe then dleate?” If ye had any purpoſe or defire (much 
more if your indeavoure ſeconded that purpoſe and defire) to diſcharge 
your duties to God and man. Why doe ye dayly blaſpheme God and the 
King? Why doe ye deſpiſe dominion and ſpeake evill of dignities? Why 
do yerend and devoure yaur poore brethren, making your ſelves drunke 
with their bloud & fill thirſt for more? Why are ſervants ſet on horſe-back8& 
Princes made to walke as ſervants? Why doth rhe Childe behave himſelfe 
proudly againſt the ancient, and thebaſe againſt the honourable? Is this to' 
goe one beforean other 'in the example of a reall reformation? Will theſe 


praQtiſes helpe corurne away Gogs yrath, or moye kj coeftabliſh rruchy 2] 
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ind neace, in theſe Kingdomes? Me thinkes ye ſhould not d:re *hus fo 
mocke God, how much foever ye diſſe mblke with men? i ut ye doe Uk \ ow 
ſelves; thus to continue your hypocriſte throvtgrcut each claule of your Coe 
venant, and to hold it out to the laſt (yIlabie. Ouly remember what fo]- 
lowes and tremble at it. This Covenant thus d1if;;urfed with hypocrite, and 
ful! fraught with all manner of iniquity (as hh beeve diicovercd unto you} 
ye prote(ſe and declare tg make 1n the preſence of Almighty God the ſearch. ' 
er of all hearts, with a trite intent to performe the tame, as ye (ha'l anſwer 
at that.great day waen the ſecrets ofall hearts (hail be 4ijcloſed. Where Cone 
Ker, I humbly intreat you, 21. Whatiris ye irgage by ferting to this ſeale; 
'"tisno leſle then the ſalvation of your ſcples, an. all the mercy, comfort, and 
glory, which ye hope for at that great day. 3, Conlider to whom ye ingage 
all this; 'tts to him that1s able to require the forfeiture, and no doubt will 
take vengeance of all (uch as are fo ſortithly prodigall, astO ingage their 
ſoules an | all che good chat their foules can have any intereſt in, or hope of, 
upon ſuch termes; Thirdly conſider tor what it 1sthat ve adventure to runne 
ſichan hazard. 'V:s to od&forme that, the performance whereof will, with= 
out infinite mercy, ruine beik your foules and bodics for ever. And conſt- 
der laltly in whoſe preſence ye paſſe this judgemenz. "Tis in his preferce, 
who will be a (wif: witneſle againſt falſe twearers, and a ſevere judge of 
thoſe, wha tranſgreflc his holy Covenant, and enter into an IMmpicus Covee 
n2nc of their owne, tc matntaine tranſereſſions and 1; npiety, And fur ycur 
prayer wherewich ye cloſe up all, beſeeching the Lord to ftrengthen vou 
by his {pr'i* for the oerforming your Covenant &c. I ſhall not wiſh as Da» 
vid once did, concerning the prayer of fume wicked and Jeceittull Confede- 
rarc's a941in!t tin, T hat th1s p prayer of yaurs may become (tnne Or (as fone 
franſla'tonsread 12) may be rur bet ibet inne ]'P/al. 10g. For'tis 1carce ou: ohe 
elſe; bu- I (all ſo turne tits oraver upon you 2s molt humbly to beſeecli the 
Lord, That !l ye, who ate fo blinded and hardened :n your finnes, as to be- 
ſecch the Lord roiltrengthen youu by bis fptrit in Eorng yer more and-more, 
Ky tc 1- the trengtrof tinne {0 terrifying yoo, and the power of his ſpiric 
fo hum'lipp v.11, an the tucceſſe of your defires and proceedings, ſoindi- 


cating and v1 omatioo the unultnefie.of them; that Gods people in theſe 
_ King tics! W 2 warntng by your example, mav {ecke dehverance 
ar ery ov'y fy {2-1 mcanes and !nfuch wayes as God hath preſcribed, 
3nd that all Chrittt.:, Churches, infetted with, or 1; d anger oi the hkerebel- 
lick edit ous. wo. rift an tyranmicall Confederates. may abhorre and deteſt 
buth* band ICT oke Rvpoerinicall, Jefuincall, Anabapriſticall, Diaboli- 
CaiiC +1 12110, ad Confpiractes, fo difhonourable ro God, fo {candalous 
to the 1 No.1 If Chrifhanity, and fo deltruRive to the peace and tran- 


Guiliicy ot ail C heutaan Kingdomes and Common- wealth. 
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